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How to Look After Hermit Crabs: A Complete Guide to Hermit Crab Care

Hermit crabs have become a popular choice for hobbyists around the world, thanks to their quirky personalities and
low maintenance appeal. Whether you're a seasoned collector or a first time owner, knowirigow to look after
hermit crabsis essential for keeping your little crustaceans healthy and happy. This comprehensive guide covers
everything from habitat setup to diet, shell selection, and common health problems, giving you the tools you need
to provide a thriving environment for your hermit crabs.

Understanding Your Hermit Crabs

Before diving into the practical aspects, it's helpful to understand a few basic facts about hermit crabs:

e Species Diversity: There are dozens of hermit crab species, each with slightly different care requirements.
The most common pet species are Coenobita rugosus (red hermit crab) and Coenobita compressus (black hermit
crab).

e Hermit crabs are social but can become aggressive if they lack adequate space or shells.

e They require both land and water environments to thrive, with a humid, warm, and well-ventilated habitat.

¢ Hermit crabs are shell dependent. They grow by finding larger shells and must be provided with a variety of
shells to prevent cannibalism and competition.

Setting Up the Ideal Habitat

Choosing the Right Tank

For most hobbyists, a 20 gal aquarium or a 30 gal tank works well for a small group of hermit crabs. Larger tanks
provide more space and reduce the risk of overcrowding. The tank should have a secure lid to prevent escape.

Land and Water Zones

Hermit crabs need both a land zone and a water zone. The water zone should be shallow (about 2—3 inches) to
allow crabs to climb in and out. The land zone should be at least 6 inches high to give them plenty of room to move.

Substrate and Décor

e Substrate: Use a mixture of coconut fiber, peat moss, and sand. This combination provides moisture retention,
good drainage, and a natural feel.

¢ Hideaways: Provide hiding spots using driftwood, rocks, and artificial caves. Hermit crabs love to hide and feel
safe.

¢ Shell Collection: Keep a variety of shells in the land zone. Ensure they are clean, dry, and free of cracks.

Humidity and Ventilation

Maintaining proper humidity is crucial. Aim for 60—70% humidity in the land zone. Use a hygrometer to monitor
levels. Ventilation is also important to prevent mold growth and maintain air quality.

Temperature Control

Hermit crabs thrive in temperatures between 75°F and 85°F (24°C—-29°C). A heating pad or a thermostat-controlled
aquarium heater can help maintain a stable temperature. Avoid placing the tank near drafts or heat sources that



could cause temperature spikes.

Lighting
Provide a day/night cycle with a 12 hour light schedule. Use a low intensity LED or fluorescent light to avoid
overheating. Natural light is beneficial but can be supplemented with artificial lighting if needed.

Choosing the Right Crabs

When selecting hermit crabs, consider the following:

1. Age: Juveniles are easier to care for but require more shells as they grow.
2. Species: Research species-specific needs. Some species are more tolerant of captivity than others.
3. Health: Look for active, clear eyes, and smooth claws. Avoid crabs with discoloration or damaged shells.

Feeding Your Hermit Crabs

Diet Overview
Hermit crabs are omnivores. A balanced diet includes:
e Commercial hermit crab food (pellets or flakes)
« Fruits and vegetables (apples, bananas, carrots, spinach)
¢ Protein sources (shrimp, fish, boiled eggs)
e Calcium supplements (crushed oyster shells, cuttlebone)
Feeding Schedule

Feed once or twice a day. Offer small portions and remove uneaten food after 30 minutes to prevent mold and
water contamination.

Water Quality for Feeding

Use dechlorinated or filtered water for the water zone. Avoid tap water with chlorine or high mineral content. If
you're using tap water, let it sit for 24 hours or treat it with a water conditioner.

Shells: The Key to Hermit Crab Happiness

The Importance of Shells

Hermit crabs need a shell to protect their soft abdomens. As they grow, they must find larger shells, which can lead
to competition and aggression if shells are limited.

Providing a Shell Variety

« Offer shells of different sizes and shapes.
e Ensure shells are clean, dry, and free of cracks.
e Label shells with the size range to track growth.

Shell Exchange Behavior

Hermit crabs often engage in shell exchange. They may try to swap shells with other crabs. This is normal behavior
and indicates a healthy social environment. However, monitor for signs of aggression.

Cleaning and Maintenance

Daily Tasks



* Remove uneaten food and debris.
e Check for mold or algae growth.
e Spot clean the water zone if necessary.
Weekly Tasks
1. Change 20-30% of the water in the water zone.
2. Clean the substrate and remove any rotting material.
3. Inspect and replace damaged shells.
Monthly Tasks

» Deep clean the entire tank, including all décor.
e Check and replace filters if used.
¢ Recalibrate the hygrometer and thermometer.

Common Health Issues and Prevention

Respiratory Problems

Symptoms include rapid breathing or a swollen abdomen. Keep humidity levels steady and ensure good ventilation.
If symptoms persist, consult a veterinarian experienced with crustaceans.

Shell Rot and Infections

Check for discoloration, softness, or cracks in the shell. Provide a clean, dry environment and replace compromised
shells promptly.

Parasitic Infections

Look for abnormal behavior or visible parasites. Use a gentle bleach solution (1 part bleach to 10 parts water) for
short-term treatment, but always rinse thoroughly afterward.

Waterborne Diseases

Maintain strict water quality standards. Use a filter and perform regular water changes to prevent bacterial and
fungal growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. How often should | change the water?

Change 20-30% of the water weekly. Use dechlorinated or filtered water to keep the environment stable.

2. Can hermit crabs live outdoors?

While some species thrive outdoors, it's safer to keep them indoors where temperature and humidity can be
controlled.

3. How do | know if my hermit crab is healthy?

Healthy hermit crabs are active, have clear eyes, and show no signs of shell rot or abnormal behavior.

4. Should | keep hermit crabs with other species?

It's best to keep hermit crabs in a species matched group. Mixed species can lead to aggression and disease
transmission.

5. How long do hermit crabs live?



With proper care, hermit crabs can live 1015 years. Their lifespan depends on species, diet, and living conditions.
Conclusion

Providing excellent care for hermit crabs requires attention to their unique environmental, dietary, and social needs.
By setting up a suitable habitat, offering a balanced diet, ensuring proper shell availability, and maintaining clean,
stable conditions, you can watch your hermit crabs thrive. Remember, the key to successful hermit crab ownership
lies in understanding their natural behaviors and creating a living space that mirrors those conditions. With patience
and care, you'll enjoy the fascinating world of these gentle, shell loving creatures for years to come.
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