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Counting to Ten in Korean: A Complete Guide

Learning how to count in a new language is often one of the first steps toward fluency. Whether you’re preparing for
a trip to South Korea, studying Korean for a university course, or simply curious about how the language works,
mastering the numbers 1 through 10 is essential. This article will walk you through the Korean counting system,
explain pronunciation, provide useful tips for practice, and explore how numbers are used in everyday life and
culture.

Why Counting Matters in Korean Language Learning

Numbers are the building blocks of communication. They appear in dates, times, prices, phone numbers, and
countless other contexts. In Korean, numbers are used in both formal and informal settings, and they're often
combined with counters or counting words that indicate the type of object being counted.

Mastering the first ten numbers gives you a strong foundation for:

¢ Understanding basic arithmetic and simple calculations.

¢ Reading prices in markets, restaurants, and online stores.

e Talking about age, dates, and schedules.

e Using common expressions that include numbers (e.g., “I've been learning Korean for 10 days”).

The Two Counting Systems in Korean

Korean uses two primary counting systems: the native Korean numbers and the Sino-Korean numbers. Each
serves different purposes and appears in distinct contexts.

Native Korean Numbers

These numbers are used for counting objects that are naturally perceived as one, two, or three items, and for
counting time, age, and some other specific cases. Native Korean numbers are typically used when the count is
less than 10, although they can be extended up to 99 in some contexts.

Sino-Korean Numbers

Derived from Chinese, these numbers are used for counting money, dates, phone numbers, and in formal or written
contexts. They're also employed when counting objects that are grouped into sets or when the count is 10 or higher.

Below, we’ll focus on native Korean numbers, as theyre the most common when counting to ten in everyday
conversation.

Native Korean Numbers 1-10

Here’s a table that lists each number in Hangul, the Romanized pronunciation, and an example sentence.



Number Hangul Romanization Example

1 oxe~ hana 2 X~ A-niit| °9AEA” £,

2 X dul -22" "X = CX IECD AAA" £”.

3 AK set /E°1-2" AK ©...CtAEA /B,

4 +7 net °*2" +7 1IE1-CX ~aA‘Ctl| Do EIE”.
5 23A/ daseot -22" 28A1 = CX A--it| EUAEA &,
6 AlA/ yeoseot /E°1-2" AiAI AUAD 1°-A" .

7 C|-f ilgop *2" C|-f = CX ALv4 1| Ot&E”.

8 Ais_ yeodeol -g2" Ais_ AUAD C|A>-A /.

9 ADOI ahop /E°1-2" ADOI AUAD ANOA £,
10 Ao yeol -22" A6 = CX A--0Y| A-ETA £

Notice how the pronunciation changes slightly depending on the preceding word or context. For instance, /bdomes AiA/
in isolation but can be pronounced AiAé¢n used before a counting word.

Pronunciation Tips

Native Korean numbers have subtle pronunciation nuances that can be tricky for beginners. Below are some key
points to help you master them.

1. Hana (OX°"): The vowel “10” is pronounced like the “a” in “father.”

2. Dul ("X): The “19” at the end is pronounced as a soft “I” sound, similar to the English “I” in “ball.”

3. Set (AK): The “1E” before “1T” is pronounced like the “s” in “set.”

4. Net (£7): The “1T” vowel is pronounced like the “e” in “net.”

5. Daseot (24A/): The “1S” vowel is a relaxed “uh” sound, similar to the “0” in “son.”

6. Yeoseot (AiA/): The “1U” vowel is a combination of “ye” and “0” sounds. Practice saying “yeah” followed by “oh.”
7. llgop (G|-A): The “1W” vowel is like the “0” in “go.”

8. Yeodeol (A2 ): The “1S” again appears, so keep the relaxed “uh” sound.

9. Ahop (ADOI): The “10” vowel is the same as in “OX°~”

10. Yeol (Ad): The “1S” vowel appears again, and the final “19” is pronounced as a soft “.”

Listening to native speakers and repeating after them is the best way to internalize these sounds. Use language
learning apps that feature pronunciation feedback to refine your accent.

Counting with Counters (A -EA-)

In Korean, you usually pair a number with a counter that indicates what is being counted. For example, “three
books” becomes “A8 @I )EB¢ABY are some common counters used with native Korean numbers:

« - (gae) — general objects (e.g., OX°" - of something).



e 2. (myeong) — people (e.g., "X °...).
* 1E1- (mari) — animals (e.g., 7 E1-).
« = (gae) — cars, phones (e.g., 28A/ = of cars).

When counting, place the number first, followed by the counter and then the noun. The particle X often used to
connect the counter to the noun.

Example Sentences with Counters
1. OX°" = CX A== — one apple.
2. "X °...CX I\l — two friends.
3. AK 1E-CX AE — three birds.
4. +7 - CX IE — four books.
5. 28A/°...CX OYAY - five students.

Using Numbers in Everyday Contexts

Numbers aren’t just for counting objects; they’re woven into daily life. Here are some practical situations where
you'll use numbers 1-10.

Ordering Food

When you go to a Korean restaurant, you might say, “B@RCX »<Cih re@AS4Es di diditer).

Shopping

In markets, you'll often hear prices expressed with numbers. For example, “GEBCtA|" {{Tkisvisn).

Talking About Age

Age in Korean is often expressed by counting the number of years lived, e.g., “R6&tA[T{itaem years old). While A62aA/
uses Sino-Korean numbers for the “ten” part, the native number 2&4still used for the “five” part.

Time and Dates
Time is usually expressed in a 24-hour format, but you'll hear numbers like Afgix AWlock) or A@ibeAltlock).

Phone Numbers

When giving or asking for a phone number, you'll use Sino-Korean numbers for the digits, but the counting system
is the same. For instance, “° /2§83’ number is 5-1-3-6-8).

Practice Exercises

To reinforce your learning, try these exercises. They're designed to help you internalize the numbers and use them
in context.

Exercise 1. Identify the Numbers

Listen to the following audio clip (link to be provided). Write down the numbers you hear.
+ Audio 1: “OX°", "X, AK”
* Audio 2:“+7, 2aA/, AiA/
« Audio 3:“C|-f, Aiz_, ADOI, Ao~

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks

Complete the sentences with the correct Korean number.



1. o2 -~ CX A-=iit| AAA”Z£”. (1 bought three apples.)

2. -g% AUAD C|A°-A"/”. (He woke up at nine o’clock.)

3. 12 °o...CtAEA &E”. (We were five people.)
Exercise 3: Create Your Own Sentences

Write three sentences in Korean that use the numbers 1-10. Use counters where appropriate.

Example: “¥E1-CX -aA‘Ctl| Da/El
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