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Badges and Insignia of World War II Air Force, Naval, and Marine Forces

During World War II, the vast mobilization of men and material across the globe produced a remarkable array of

military decorations, badges, and insignia. These symbols served not only as markers of achievement and unit

identity but also as powerful tools of esprit de corps and propaganda. For veterans, collectors, and history

enthusiasts alike, understanding the intricacies of these emblems offers a window into the culture, values, and

operational realities of the era.

In this comprehensive guide, we explore the most iconic badges and insignia worn by the United States Army Air

Forces, the U.S. Navy, and the U.S. Marine Corps during World War II. We examine their origins, meanings, and the

stories they tell about the men who earned them. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or simply curious about

wartime symbolism, this article provides the depth and context you need.
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Air Force Badges and Insignia

1. Distinguished Flying Cross

The Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) was established in 1926 and awarded to any officer or enlisted member of

the U.S. Army Air Forces who performed an act of heroism or extraordinary achievement while participating in

aerial flight. During World War /II, the DFC became one of the most coveted decorations for pilots and aircrew.

Design:A gold or silver cross with a stylized aircraft silhouette in the center, surrounded by a wreath of laurel. The

reverse bore the words “For Distinguished Service in the Air.”

Notable Recipients:Major General Henry "Hank" O'Hare, General Jimmy Doolittle, and countless other pilots

whose daring missions turned the tide of air combat.

2. Air Medal

The Air Medal was instituted in 1941 to recognize meritorious achievement while participating in aerial flight. Unlike

the DFC, the Air Medal was awarded more frequently and was often presented in gold or silver bars to indicate

subsequent awards.

Design:A bronze or silver medal featuring a winged figure of Victory, with a central emblem of a propeller. The

reverse read “For Meritorious Achievement in the Air.”

Significance:The Air Medal served as a morale booster, acknowledging the day-to-day heroics of pilots,

bombardiers, and support crews.



3. Combat Crew Badge (Crewman’s Badge)

Introduced in 1942, the Combat Crew Badge was awarded to any member of a bomber or transport crew who

completed a mission over enemy territory. This badge was a testament to teamwork and shared risk.

Design:A bronze disk with an airplane in flight, flanked by two wings. The central panel bore the words “Combat

Crew” and the year of service.

Legacy:The badge remains a symbol of camaraderie among aircrew, and many veterans display it proudly on

their personal collections.

4. Air Force Identification Badge (Aircrew Identification Badge)

Distinct from the Combat Crew Badge, the Aircrew Identification Badge was a service-specific insignia that

indicated an individual’s qualification as an aircrew member. It was often worn on the left breast pocket of flight

jackets.

Design: A silver or bronze badge featuring an aircraft silhouette within a circle, with the words “Aircrew” below.

Usage: It served both as a badge of honor and a functional identifier during missions.

5. World War /II Service Stars

Service stars were small metal devices attached to campaign ribbons to denote participation in multiple theaters of

war. For air forces, stars indicated service in the European, Pacific, or Mediterranean theaters.

Design: A silver star, typically 1/8 inch in diameter, attached to the ribbon’s center.

Practical Use:A single star indicated a first tour; each additional star represented a subsequent tour in a different

theater.

Navy Badges and Insignia

1. Navy Cross

The Navy Cross, established in 1919, is the second-highest military decoration for valor awarded to members of

the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps. During World War II, it was presented to those who displayed extraordinary

heroism in combat.

Design:A silver cross with a central laurel wreath and a stylized anchor. The reverse bore the words “For Valor in

the Navy.”

Notable Recipients: Admiral William F. Halsey Jr., Captain John S. McCain Sr., and many other naval heroes.

2. Navy Distinguished Service Medal

This award recognized exceptionally meritorious service in a duty of great responsibility. It was often awarded to

high-ranking officers for strategic leadership.

Design:A bronze or silver medal featuring a shield and a ship’s wheel, with the reverse reading “For Distinguished

Service.”

3. Navy and Marine Corps Enlisted Personnel Badges

During World War II, enlisted personnel could earn badges such as the Naval Aviation Observer Badge, Seaman's

Badge, and the Navy Seaman's Identification Badge. These badges identified specialty roles and training

achievements.



•  Naval Aviation Observer Badge: A silver badge with an aircraft and a pair of binoculars.

•  Seaman's Badge: A bronze badge with a trident and an anchor.

•  Navy Seaman's Identification Badge: A silver badge with a ship's wheel.

4. Naval Aviation Badge (Pilot's Badge)

Worn by naval aviators, this badge was a symbol of flight qualification. The badge was often displayed on the left

breast pocket of flight jackets.

Design: A silver badge featuring a stylized airplane with wings and a propeller.

5. Battle Stars and Campaign Ribbons

Similar to the Army’s service stars, the Navy used battle stars to indicate participation in specific battles or

campaigns. Each star was affixed to the ribbon of the campaign medal.

Design: A small bronze or silver star, usually 1/8 inch in diameter.

Marine Corps Badges and Insignia

1. Marine Corps Combat Action Ribbon

Established in 1945, the Combat Action Ribbon was awarded to Marines who participated in active combat. While it

was instituted after the war’s end, many Marines received it retroactively for World War /II service.

Design: A bronze ribbon with a central emblem of a Marine’s helmet and a sword.

2. Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal

Recognizing three years of honorable service, the Good Conduct Medal was awarded to Marines who maintained

exemplary conduct.

Design: A bronze medal featuring a stylized eagle and the words “Good Conduct.”

3. Marine Corps Identification Badge

The Marine Corps Identification Badge was a service-specific insignia that denoted a Marine’s branch and role. It

was often worn on the left breast pocket of the service uniform.

Design: A silver or bronze badge with an eagle, a star, and the words “Marine Corps.”

4. Marine Corps Aviation Badge

Marine aviators earned this badge upon completing flight training. It served as a symbol of flight qualification and

pride.

Design: A silver badge with an aircraft silhouette and wings.

5. Marine Corps Special Duty Badges

Various special duty badges were awarded to Marines who served in specific roles such as intelligence,

communications, or medical services.

•  Marine Corps Intelligence Badge: A silver badge with a magnifying glass and an eagle.

•  Marine Corps Medical Badge: A bronze badge featuring a caduceus.

•  Marine Corps Communications Badge: A silver badge with a radio tower.

Collecting and Preservation Tips



1. Authenticity Verification

When purchasing WWII badges and insignia, always verify authenticity. Look for:

•  Consistent metal composition (bronze, silver, or gold).

•  Proper embossing and engraving details.

•  Original ribbon or backing material.

•  Serial numbers or unique identifiers where applicable.

2. Proper Storage

Store badges in a cool, dry environment to prevent tarnishing. Use:

•  Soft, anti-static bags for individual items.

•  Display cases with UV protection.

•  Separate compartments for different service branches.

3. Cleaning Guidelines

Do not use abrasive cleaners. Instead, gently wipe with a dry microfiber cloth. For tarnish removal, use a mild metal

polish specifically designed for bronze or silver.

4. Documentation and Provenance

Maintain a detailed record of each item’s provenance, including:

•  Acquisition date and price.

•  Previous ownership.

•  Any certificates of authenticity.

•  Photographs of the badge in its original context.

5. Online Communities and Auctions

Participate in reputable auction sites, forums, and collectors’ clubs. Engage with experts to learn about market

trends and emerging discoveries.

Conclusion

Badges and insignia from World War II are more than decorative trinkets; they are tangible links to the bravery, skill,

and sacrifice of air force, naval, and marine personnel. Each emblem carries a story—of daring flight missions,

naval battles, and amphibious assaults that shaped the course of history. Whether you’re a collector, a historian, or

simply someone fascinated by the visual language of military symbolism, understanding these badges enriches

your appreciation of the war’s human dimension.

As we preserve and study these artifacts, we honor the legacy of those who earned them and ensure that future

generations recognize the profound significance of these symbols of valor and service.
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