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Introduction

In Romania, the bacalaureat is more than a final exam; it is a rite of passage that signals the transition from
adolescence to adulthood. For many students, the moment is defined by a single, pivotal element: the theme

chosen for the oral presentation and the essay that accompanies it. Among those preparing for this milestone is
lon, a bright high school senior whose choice of theme and the worldview that informs it reveal a unique blend of
cultural heritage, personal ambition, and philosophical curiosity. This article explores lon’s journey, the significance
of his chosen theme, and how his perspective on the world shapes his future aspirations. By examining the
educational context, the creative process, and the broader implications of his worldview, we gain insight into the
powerful role that a single theme can play in a student's life.

The Romanian Bacalaureat: A Brief Overview

Historical Context

Since its establishment in the early 1990s, the Romanian bacalaureat has evolved to reflect the country’s
educational reforms and global integration. It replaced the former exam of the final year of high schoolwith a more
comprehensive assessment that includes written exams, an oral component, and a thematic essay. The aim is to
evaluate not only factual knowledge but also critical thinking, research skills, and the ability to articulate ideas.

Structure of the Exam

1. Written Exams — Cover core subjects such as Romanian language, mathematics, history, and a foreign
language.

2. Oral Presentation — Students present a thematic essay in front of a panel of teachers.

3. Essay Component — A written piece that demonstrates analytical depth and originality.

Choosing aTheme: The First Step in lon’s Journey

Criteria for Selection

lon’s decision-making process was guided by several key factors:

¢ Relevance — The theme must resonate with contemporary issues.

« Personal Connection — It should reflect his own experiences and interests.
e Scope for Research — Availability of credible sources and data.
 Potential for Insight — The ability to offer a fresh perspective.

Brainstorming Sessions

lon began by listing topics that intrigued him: climate change, technological disruption, cultural identity, and the role
of education in society. After evaluating each against the criteria above, he narrowed his options to two: “The

Impact of Digital Media on Youth Culture” and “Preserving Cultural Heritage in the Age of Globalization.”A
subsequent discussion with his literature teacher helped him decide, ultimately choosing the latter as it aligned
more closely with his passion for history and anthropology.

Deep Dive into the Chosen Theme



Preserving Cultural Heritage in the Age of Globalization

lon’s theme reflects a dual concern: the erosion of local traditions amid global cultural flows, and the potential for
modern technology to serve as a preservation tool. He posits that while globalization threatens to homogenize
cultural expressions, it also offers unprecedented platforms for sharing and safeguarding heritage.

Research Methodology

To substantiate his argument, lon employed a mixed-method approach:

« Literature Review — Academic journals on cultural studies, UNESCO reports, and Romanian heritage policies.

¢ Case Studies — Examination of successful preservation initiatives in Transylvania, the Danube Delta, and the
Banat region.

¢ Interviews — Conversations with local artisans, museum curators, and community leaders.

¢ Quantitative Data — Statistical analysis of tourism trends and funding allocations for cultural projects.

Key Findings
1. Digital archives and virtual reality experiences have increased accessibility to intangible heritage.

2. Community engagement remains essential; technology alone cannot replace lived experience.
3. Policy frameworks need to balance economic development with cultural conservation.

lon’s Worldview: From Personal Identity to Global Responsibility

Rooted in Heritage

Growing up in a small village, lon was surrounded by traditions—folk music, crafts, and seasonal festivals. These
early experiences instilled in him a deep appreciation for cultural identity, shaping his worldview to prioritize
preservation and continuity.

Embracing Modernity

While lon values tradition, he recognizes that technological progress is inevitable. He believes that the key lies in
harnessing digital tools to enhance, rather than dilute, cultural expression. This balanced perspective informs his
approach to both education and future career choices.

Commitment to Social Justice

lon’s worldview extends beyond cultural issues; he advocates for equitable access to education and resources. He
argues that preserving heritage is intrinsically linked to empowering marginalized communities, ensuring that their
stories are not lost in the march of progress.

The Essay: Crafting a Compelling Narrative

Structure and Flow

lon’s essay follows a clear, logical progression:

1. Introduction — Sets the context, introduces the thesis, and outlines the main arguments.

2. Body Paragraphs — Each paragraph tackles a distinct aspect: the threat of globalization, the role of
technology, policy implications, and community initiatives.

3. Conclusion — Synthesizes the discussion, reinforces the thesis, and proposes actionable steps.

Use of Evidence

lon integrates data, quotations, and case studies seamlessly, ensuring that every claim is supported by credible
sources. His citations follow a consistent style, enhancing the essay’s academic rigor.



Language and Style

He balances formal academic diction with accessible language, making the essay engaging for a broad audience.
The use of rhetorical devices—such as analogies and rhetorical questions—adds depth and invites reflection.

Oral Presentation: Bringing the Essay to Life

Visual Aids
lon prepared a slide deck featuring:
« Infographics on heritage loss statistics.
e Photographs of cultural artifacts.
e Short video clips from community interviews.
Delivery Techniques
To maintain audience engagement, lon practiced:
 Varying vocal tone and pacing.
* Maintaining eye contact with the panel.
¢ Using pauses for emphasis.
Feedback and Reflection

After the presentation, lon received constructive feedback on clarity and depth. He reflected on the experience,
noting the importance of adapting written content for oral delivery—a skill that will serve him in future academic and
professional endeavors.

Implications for lon’s Future

Academic Pathways

lon plans to pursue a degree in Cultural Anthropology at the University of Bucharest. His thesis will likely build upon
the themes explored in his bacalaureat essay, focusing on digital heritage preservation.

Career Aspirations

He envisions a career that blends research, policy advocacy, and community outreach. Potential roles include:
¢ Heritage Consultant for NGOs.
e Policy Analyst in governmental cultural agencies.
« Digital Archivist for museums.

Personal Development

lon’s experience reinforces the value of critical thinking, interdisciplinary research, and effective communication.
These competencies will be vital as he navigates an increasingly interconnected world.

Broader Lessons from lon’s Experience

The Power of aWell Chosen Theme

lon’s journey demonstrates how a thoughtfully selected theme can serve as a catalyst for intellectual growth,
personal reflection, and future planning. By aligning academic tasks with personal interests, students can achieve
deeper engagement and meaningful outcomes.

Balancing Tradition and Innovation



His worldview exemplifies the possibility of harmonizing cultural preservation with modern innovation. This balance
is essential for societies seeking to maintain identity while embracing progress.

Encouraging Student Agency

lon’s proactive approach—from brainstorming to research to presentation—highlights the importance of student
agency in the learning process. Educators can foster this by providing guidance while encouraging independent
exploration.

Conclusion

lon’s bacalaureat journey, centered on the theme “Preserving Cultural Heritage in the Age of Globalization,” offers a
compelling case study of how education can shape worldview and future aspirations. Through meticulous research,
thoughtful analysis, and engaging communication, lon not only succeeded academically but also laid a foundation
for a career dedicated to cultural stewardship. His experience underscores the transformative potential of a single
theme, reminding us that the choices we make today can resonate far beyond the classroom, influencing how we
perceive the world and how we choose to contribute to it.
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