
GENERAL

aws certified solutions architect associate level 
examination
Published: September 19, 2026  |  Index ID: #-

Unlocking the Cloud: A Comprehensive Guide to the AWS Certified 
Solutions Architect – Associate Examination

In today’s digital era, cloud expertise is a highly sought-after skill set. Amazon Web Services (AWS) dominates the

cloud market, and professionals who can architect secure, scalable, and cost �efficient solutions are in high demand.

The AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate exam is the entry point for those looking to validate their cloud

design knowledge. This guide will walk you through every facet of the exam, from its structure and content domains

to practical study strategies and exam day tips. By the end, you’ll have a clear roadmap to success.

Why Pursue the AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate Exam?

The certification is more than a badge; it’s a career catalyst. Employers recognize the rigor behind AWS

certifications, and holding this credential can:

•  Boost your résumé and LinkedIn profile.

•  Open doors to roles such as Cloud Architect, Solutions Engineer, and DevOps Engineer.

•  Validate your ability to design resilient, high �availability systems on AWS.

•  Provide a foundation for higher �level certifications like the Professional or Specialty tracks.

•  Help you justify cloud budgets and architecture decisions within your organization.

In short, the Associate exam is the stepping stone to a flourishing cloud career.

Exam Overview

Below is a snapshot of what you can expect when you sit for the test.

Exam Format

•  Multiple �choice and multiple �select questions.

•  60 questions in total.

•  90 minutes of timed assessment.

•  Scored on a scale of 100 �1000, with a passing score of 720.

•  Available in English, Japanese, Korean, and Simplified Chinese.

•  Can be taken at an AWS testing center or via online proctoring.

Exam Domains and Weightage

The exam is divided into five domains, each reflecting a critical area of AWS architecture. The weightings are as

follows:

1.  Design Resilient Architectures – 30%

2.  Design High-Performing Architectures – 28%

3.  Specify Secure Applications and Architectures – 24%

4.  Design Cost-Optimized Architectures – 8%

5.  Define Operationally Excellent Architectures – 10%



Understanding these domains will help you focus your study sessions on the most impactful topics.

Deep Dive into the Exam Domains

1. Design Resilient Architectures

Resilience is the backbone of any cloud solution. This domain covers:

•  Multi �Region and Multi �Availability Zone deployments.

•  Elastic Load Balancing (ELB) and Auto Scaling.

•  Fault tolerance strategies.

•  Data replication and backup mechanisms.

•  Disaster recovery plans and failover strategies.

Key AWS services to master: Amazon EC2, Amazon RDS, Amazon S3, Amazon Route 53, and AWS

CloudFormation.

2. Design High-Performing Architectures

Performance is about delivering speed and scalability. Topics include:

•  Choosing the right instance types and sizing.

•  Caching strategies with Amazon ElastiCache.

•  Content delivery using Amazon CloudFront.

•  Database performance tuning.

•  Optimizing application architecture for low latency.

Important services: Amazon EC2, Amazon Elastic Load Balancing, Amazon RDS, Amazon DynamoDB, and

Amazon CloudFront.

3. Specify Secure Applications and Architectures

Security is a top priority for AWS customers. This domain focuses on:

•  Identity and Access Management (IAM) best practices.

•  Encryption at rest and in transit.

•  Network segmentation with VPC, subnets, and security groups.

•  Compliance frameworks and audit logging.

•  Security monitoring with Amazon GuardDuty and AWS Config.

Key services: AWS IAM, AWS Key Management Service (KMS), Amazon VPC, AWS CloudTrail, and AWS Config.

4. Design Cost-Optimized Architectures

Cost efficiency is crucial for businesses. This domain covers:

•  Choosing the right pricing models (On �Demand, Reserved Instances, Spot Instances).

•  Right �sizing resources.

•  Using Savings Plans and cost �analysis tools.

•  Monitoring and alerting for cost anomalies.

Services to know: AWS Cost Explorer, AWS Budgets, Amazon EC2, and Amazon RDS.

5. Define Operationally Excellent Architectures

Operational excellence ensures smooth day �to �day operations. Topics include:

•  Infrastructure as Code (IaC) with AWS CloudFormation and Terraform.



•  Monitoring with Amazon CloudWatch.

•  Logging and alerting.

•  Automated deployments and blue �green strategies.

•  Incident response and troubleshooting.

Key services: AWS CloudFormation, AWS CodePipeline, Amazon CloudWatch, and AWS Systems Manager.

Preparing for the Exam: A Structured Study Plan

Effective preparation requires a mix of theoretical learning, hands �on practice, and timed mock exams. Below is a

12 �week study plan that balances depth and breadth.

Week 1–2: Foundations and Core Services

1.  Read the AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate Exam Guide.

2.  Familiarize yourself with the AWS Well �Architected Framework.

3.  Explore the AWS Free Tier to get hands �on experience.

4.  Complete the “AWS Cloud Practitioner Essentials” course.

Week 3–4: Deep Dive into Core Domains

1.  Focus on Design Resilient Architectures and Design High �Performing Architectures.

2.  Build sample architectures in the AWS Management Console.

3.  Use the AWS Well �Architected Tool to evaluate designs.

4.  Take micro �quizzes after each service module.

Week 5–6: Security and Cost Optimization

1.  Study IAM policies, roles, and permissions.

2.  Set up encryption for S3 buckets and RDS instances.

3.  Run the AWS Cost Explorer to identify cost drivers.

4.  Experiment with Reserved Instances and Spot Instances.

Week 7–8: Operational Excellence and Automation

1.  Create CloudFormation templates for multi �tier applications.

2.  Set up CloudWatch alarms and dashboards.

3.  Implement CI/CD pipelines using CodePipeline and CodeDeploy.

4.  Simulate incident response scenarios.

Week 9–10: Practice Exams and Gap Analysis

1.  Take at least 3 full �length practice exams from reputable vendors.

2.  Analyze your scores to identify weak areas.

3.  Re �study those topics and refine your study notes.

Week 11: Final Review and Mock Exam

1.  Review all key concepts and service documentation.

2.  Take a timed mock exam to build endurance.

3.  Go over incorrect answers and clarify doubts.

Week 12: Exam Day Preparation

1.  Ensure you have a reliable internet connection and a quiet workspace.

2.  Print out a copy of the exam policy and bring a valid ID.

3.  Practice deep breathing and relaxation techniques.



4.  Get a good night’s sleep before the exam.

Essential Study Resources

Below is a curated list of resources that blend official AWS content with community �approved materials.

Official AWS Training

•  AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate (SAA �C01) – Exam Readiness – A comprehensive course 

covering all exam domains.

•  AWS Well �Architected Framework Whitepaper – The backbone of all architectural decisions.

•  AWS Documentation – Read the latest service guides and FAQs.

Third �Party Learning Platforms

•  A Cloud Guru – Engaging video lessons and labs.

•  Linux Academy (now part of A Cloud Guru) – Hands �on labs and practice tests.

•  Udemy – Affordable courses with high ratings (e.g., “AWS Certified Solutions Architect – Associate 2024” by 

Stephane Maarek).

Practice Exams

•  Whizlabs – Realistic questions with detailed explanations.

•  Tutorial Dojo / Jon Bonso – High �quality practice tests.

•  AWS Sample Questions – Official sample questions for a realistic preview.

Community and Discussion Forums

•  AWS Developer Forums – Ask questions and share insights.

•  Reddit r/AWSCertifications – Peer support and study group coordination.

•  LinkedIn Groups – Join groups focused on AWS certification.

Exam Day Strategy

Even with thorough preparation, exam day can bring unexpected stress. Here are practical tactics to stay calm and

focused.

Before the Exam

•  Arrive (or log in) 15 minutes early.

•  Read the exam policy thoroughly.

•  Check your ID and any required documents.

•  Take a few minutes to stretch and hydrate.

During the Exam

•  Read each question carefully; watch for qualifiers like “not” or “except.”

•  Use the “Mark for Review” feature to flag uncertain questions.

•  Keep an eye on the timer; pace yourself at roughly 1.5 minutes per question.

•  Don’t spend too long on any single question; move on and return if time allows.

•  Stay hydrated but avoid caffeine that might cause jitters.

After the Exam

•  Take a few minutes to review your performance.

•  Celebrate the effort regardless of the result.

•  If you didn’t pass, analyze the score report to pinpoint gaps.



•  Plan a retake strategy and schedule the next exam within 90 days.

Exam Cost and Renewal

The exam fee varies by region but typically ranges from $150 to $200 USD. AWS offers a 90 �day window to

schedule your test after payment. If you earn the certification, it remains valid for three years. To renew, simply

retake the current exam; no additional fee is required for renewal.

Beyond the Associate Exam: Career Growth Paths

Achieving the Associate level opens doors to advanced opportunities:

•  Solutions Architect – Professional – A deeper dive into complex architectures.

•  Specialty Certifications – e.g., Advanced Networking, Big Data, or Security.

•  Roles such as Cloud Consultant, Cloud Engineer, or DevOps Lead.

•  Consulting gigs and freelance projects that command premium rates.

•  Leadership roles in cloud strategy and governance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

What is the best way to study for the exam?

Combine official AWS training, hands �on labs, and practice exams. Build real projects in the AWS Free Tier to

reinforce concepts.

Do I need prior AWS experience?

While not mandatory, familiarity with AWS services and basic cloud concepts will significantly ease your

preparation.

Is the exam difficult?
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