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Introduction

In the fast �moving world of cloud computing, data is the new currency. Organizations rely on AWS services to store, 

process, and analyze vast amounts of information, and professionals who can demonstrate mastery of these 

capabilities are in high demand. The AWS Certified Big Data – Specialtyexam is designed to validate expertise

in designing and implementing big data solutions on AWS. However, passing the exam requires more than just

theoretical knowledge; it demands a deep understanding of real �world scenarios and the ability to apply AWS

services effectively.

One of the most effective ways to prepare is through targeted practice questions. They simulate the exam

environment, help identify knowledge gaps, and reinforce learning. This article offers a comprehensive guide to

AWS Certified Big Data Specialty exam practice questions, including where to find them, how to use them

strategically, and tips for turning practice into certification success.

Overview of the AWS Certified Big Data Specialty Exam

Exam Format

The exam is a 170 �minute, multiple �choice and multiple �response assessment. You’ll encounter a mix of

single �answer, multiple �answer, and scenario �based questions. The test is hosted by Pearson VUE, and you can

choose to take it at a testing center or online. Each question is scored, and the final score ranges from 100 to

1,000. A passing score is 750.

Domains & Topics

Understanding the exam domains is crucial for focused practice:

•  1. Big Data Concepts (20%) – Data types, data storage, and big data processing fundamentals.

•  2. Data Collection and Ingestion (20%) – AWS services for data ingestion like Kinesis, Data Pipeline, and 

Snowball.

•  3. Data Storage (25%) – Choosing the right storage solution (S3, DynamoDB, Redshift, RDS, Glacier).

•  4. Data Processing (25%) – Batch and stream processing with EMR, Glue, Lambda, and Step Functions.

•  5. Data Analysis and Visualization (10%) – Athena, QuickSight, and other analytics services.

•  6. Security & Governance (10%) – IAM, encryption, data lifecycle, and compliance.

Each domain contains subtopics that are frequently tested through practice questions.

Importance of Practice Questions

Practice questions serve several essential functions:

1.  Assessment of Knowledge – They reveal which areas you understand well and which need improvement.

2.  Familiarity with Exam Style – They help you get used to the question format, pacing, and level of detail.

3.  Confidence Building – Repeated exposure reduces test anxiety and boosts self �assurance.

4.  Retention Reinforcement – Applying concepts in a question format reinforces memory and understanding.

Without a solid set of practice questions, you risk approaching the exam with gaps that can cost you a pass.



Types of Practice Questions

Multiple Choice

These are the most common question type. A single correct answer is hidden among distractors. They test

conceptual understanding and the ability to eliminate incorrect options.

Multiple Response

Here, more than one answer can be correct. These questions assess the depth of knowledge and the ability to

evaluate all relevant factors.

Scenario �Based

Scenario questions present a real �world problem and require you to apply multiple AWS services to solve it. They

are the most challenging type and closely mirror the exam’s emphasis on practical application.

Where to Find Practice Questions

Official AWS Resources

Amazon offers a Exam Guide and Sample Questionsin the exam description. While these are limited, they are

guaranteed to align with the exam’s structure and content.

Third �Party Platforms

Several reputable vendors provide comprehensive question banks:

•  A Cloud Guru – Interactive labs and practice exams with explanations.

•  Whizlabs – Multiple question sets and timed practice tests.

•  Udemy – Courses with downloadable question packs.

•  ExamPro – Extensive question banks and progress tracking.

When selecting a vendor, verify that the questions are up �to �date and reflect the latest exam version.

Community Resources

Forums such as Stack Overflow, Reddit’s r/AWSCertifications, and LinkedIn Learning Communitiesoften

share free practice questions, study notes, and exam experiences. Community �generated content can provide fresh

perspectives but should be cross �checked against official material.

Sample Practice Questions

Below are five sample questions that illustrate the type of content you’ll encounter on the exam. They include the

correct answer and a brief explanation.

Question 1 – Data Ingestion

Which AWS service is best suited for real �time ingestion of streaming data from multiple sources and then delivering

it to a data lake for analytics?

1.  AWS Data Pipeline

2.  AWS Kinesis Data Streams

3.  AWS Snowball Edge

4.  AWS Glue

Answer: B– Kinesis Data Streams is designed for real �time streaming ingestion and can directly feed data into S3



or other services.

Question 2 – Data Storage

For a use case requiring low �latency key �value access and automatic scaling, which storage service should you

choose?

1.  AWS S3

2.  AWS DynamoDB

3.  AWS Aurora

4.  AWS Glacier

Answer: B – DynamoDB provides single �digit millisecond latency and auto �scales to handle variable traffic.

Question 3 – Security & Governance

Which feature ensures that data stored in Amazon S3 is automatically encrypted at rest?

1.  S3 Versioning

2.  S3 Server �Side Encryption with SSE �S3

3.  S3 Access Points

4.  S3 Transfer Acceleration

Answer: B – SSE �S3 encrypts data at rest using AES �256 encryption managed by AWS.

Question 4 – Data Processing

Which service is best suited for running a Spark job on a large dataset stored in S3 without managing servers?

1.  AWS Lambda

2.  AWS Glue

3.  AWS EMR Serverless

4.  AWS Batch

Answer: C – EMR Serverless allows you to run Spark jobs on S3 data without provisioning clusters.

Question 5 – Analytics

You need to run SQL queries directly against data stored in S3 without loading it into a database. Which service

should you use?

1.  AWS Redshift Spectrum

2.  AWS Athena

3.  AWS QuickSight

4.  AWS Data Pipeline

Answer: B – Athena provides serverless, interactive SQL queries over S3 data.

Tips for Answering Practice Questions

Read Carefully

Examine every word in the question and all answer choices. Pay attention to qualifiers like “always,” “most likely,” or

“not.” Small wording differences can change the answer entirely.

Eliminate Wrong Answers

Use the process of elimination to narrow choices. Even if you’re unsure, you can often rule out at least one or two



options, increasing your odds.

Time Management

Allocate roughly 1 minute per question. If a question stalls you, mark it, move on, and return if time permits. Don’t

let a single question consume too much time.

Use AWS Documentation

When you’re stuck, remember that the exam is based on AWS’s official documentation. Familiarity with the AWS 

Well �Architected Framework and the AWS Whitepapers can provide clues to the correct answer.

Building a Study Plan with Practice Questions

Step 1: Baseline Assessment

Take an initial full practice test to gauge your current level. Analyze the results to identify weak domains. Record

your scores per domain to track progress.

Step 2: Focused Practice

Allocate study time proportionally to your weak areas. For example, if you scored 60% in Data Processing, dedicate

30% of your study hours to that domain. Use targeted question sets and deep �dive tutorials.

Step 3: Review & Reinforcement

After each practice session, review incorrect answers. Understand why the correct answer is right and why the

distractors are wrong. Create flashcards for recurring concepts.

Step 4: Full-Length Simulations

Every two weeks, simulate a full exam under timed conditions. This builds stamina and helps fine �tune pacing

strategies.

Common Mistakes in Practice Exams

•  Assuming the first correct answer is always the best – AWS questions often contain multiple plausible options.

•  Overlooking “not” or “except” – These negations can flip the entire meaning.

•  Neglecting to read the entire question – Some questions include additional context in the second sentence.

•  Relying solely on memory – The exam tests applied knowledge, not rote facts.

•  Ignoring time constraints – A perfect answer is less useful if you can’t finish on time.

Additional Resources

•  AWS Big Data Blog – Regular posts on new services and use cases.

•  AWS Documentation – Big Data Services – The definitive source for feature details.

•  Amazon Web Services YouTube Channel – Video tutorials and case studies.

•  AWS Certified Big Data – Specialty Exam Guide – PDF downloadable from the AWS Certification website.

•  Study Groups on Discord or Slack – Peer support and shared resources.

Conclusion

Achieving the AWS Certified Big Data – Specialty certification is a significant milestone that opens doors to

advanced data engineering roles. Success hinges on a blend of solid theoretical knowledge, practical application,

and strategic use of practice questions. By leveraging official resources, reputable third �party question banks, and



community insights, you can create a robust study plan that covers every exam domain.
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