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Introduction

For anyone building or maintaining a PC, the motherboard is the central nervous system that keeps everything 

working together. A crucial component of that system is the BIOS (Basic Input/Output System), which boots the 

computer, configures hardware, and provides a bridge between the operating system and the hardware. When you 

purchase an Award motherboard, the manufacturer typically provides a comprehensive award bios motherboard 

manual that serves as the definitive guide to understanding, configuring, and troubleshooting your system.

This article dives deep into what makes a BIOS manual indispensable, how to locate and use the Award BIOS

manual, and practical tips for updating firmware, customizing settings, and resolving common issues. Whether

you’re a seasoned enthusiast or a newcomer to PC building, mastering the information in your motherboard manual

will save you time, frustration, and potentially costly mistakes.

What Is an Award BIOS?

“Award” refers to the company that originally developed the BIOS firmware used in many motherboards. Award

BIOS has a long history of providing reliable firmware that supports a wide range of processors, memory, and

peripherals. While many manufacturers now use UEFI (Unified Extensible Firmware Interface) or their own custom

BIOS, the term “Award” still appears in legacy documentation and firmware names.

Key characteristics of an Award BIOS include:

•  Legacy Support: Compatibility with older hardware and operating systems.

•  Ease of Use: A simple, text-based menu structure that is straightforward for beginners.

•  Extensibility: Ability to add custom settings or tweak advanced options.

Even if your motherboard uses a newer UEFI interface, the underlying firmware may still be based on Award

technology, making the manual relevant for troubleshooting and configuration.

The Role of the Motherboard Manual

A motherboard manual is more than just a user guide; it’s a technical reference that covers everything from

hardware specifications to BIOS configuration. The manual typically contains:

1.  Hardware Overview: Pinouts, connector locations, and component placement.

2.  Installation Instructions: Step-by-step guidance for installing the CPU, RAM, GPUs, and other peripherals.

3.  BIOS Settings: Detailed explanations of each BIOS option, including default values and recommended 

configurations.

4.  Troubleshooting: Common error codes, beep codes, and solutions.

5.  Safety Precautions: Electrostatic discharge (ESD) protection and other safety measures.

Because the BIOS controls the low-level operation of the system, any misconfiguration can prevent the computer

from booting. That’s why the manual’s BIOS section is one of the most critical parts of the document.

Where to Find the Award BIOS Motherboard Manual



Finding the correct manual is the first step toward effective configuration. Here are the most reliable ways to locate

it:

•  Manufacturer’s Website: Go to the support or downloads section and enter your motherboard’s model number. 

Most vendors provide PDF versions of the manual.

•  Retail Packaging: Many motherboards include a printed manual inside the box. If you still have the packaging, 

check the back or inside the case.

•  Online Communities: Forums such as Tom’s Hardware, Reddit’s r/buildapc, or the manufacturer’s official 

forum often share manual links.

•  Third-Party Sites: Websites like ManualsLib or Manualsonline host user-submitted manuals if the 

manufacturer’s site is unavailable.

Always ensure you’re downloading the manual that matches your exact motherboard revision. Firmware updates

can change BIOS options, and using an outdated manual can lead to confusion.

How to Read the Manual

Reading a manual can feel overwhelming at first, but a systematic approach helps:

1.  Start with the Table of Contents: Identify sections related to BIOS settings, troubleshooting, and hardware 

layout.

2.  Locate the BIOS Chapter: Look for titles such as “BIOS Setup,” “Firmware Configuration,” or “UEFI Settings.”

3.  Identify Key Sections: Pay attention to subheadings like “Boot Order,” “CPU Configuration,” “Memory 

Timings,” and “Power Management.”

4.  Take Notes: Write down default values and recommended settings for your specific use case (e.g., gaming, 

workstation, overclocking).

5.  Use the Index: For quick reference, search the index for terms like “beep codes,” “POST,” or “PCIe.”

By following this structure, you’ll quickly become comfortable navigating the manual’s depth and breadth.

Common Sections in the Award BIOS Motherboard Manual

Below is a breakdown of the most frequently referenced sections and why they matter:

1. BIOS Setup Menu Overview

This section explains the layout of the BIOS interface, key navigation commands, and the meaning of each menu

level. Understanding this foundation makes it easier to find specific options later.

2. Boot Configuration

Here you’ll find settings that determine the order in which devices are scanned for bootable media. Typical options

include:

•  Primary Boot Device (e.g., HDD, SSD, USB)

•  Boot Priority Sequence

•  Fast Boot Enable/Disable

3. CPU Configuration

Adjustments for processor features such as:

•  Intel SpeedStep or AMD Cool'n'Quiet

•  Virtualization (VT-x/AMD-V)

•  Core Voltage and Frequency Settings



4. Memory (RAM) Settings

Critical for stability and performance. The manual typically covers:

•  Memory Timings (e.g., CAS latency, RAS to CAS delay)

•  Voltage Adjustments

•  XMP Profiles and Manual Configuration

5. Storage Configuration

Settings for SATA, NVMe, and RAID configurations. This section often includes:

•  SATA Mode (AHCI/RAID)

•  NVMe Driver Options

•  Hot Plug Settings

6. Power Management

Options that influence power consumption and system sleep states, such as:

•  ACPI Settings

•  CPU Power Saving Features

•  USB Power Delivery

7. Peripheral Configuration

Controls for onboard devices like LAN, audio, and integrated graphics. The manual explains how to enable or

disable these features.

8. Security Settings

Includes BIOS passwords, boot security, and secure boot options. These are essential for protecting your system

against unauthorized changes.

9. Beep Codes and POST Diagnostics

Understanding beep codes can help diagnose hardware failures during POST (Power-On Self-Test). The manual

provides a table of beep patterns and their meanings.

10. Firmware Update Procedure

Step-by-step instructions for updating the BIOS, often including:

•  Preparing a USB drive

•  Downloading the correct firmware file

•  Using the BIOS update utility (e.g., EZ Flash, Q-Flash)

•  Verifying the update and rebooting

Updating the BIOS

Firmware updates can bring new features, improve stability, and add support for newer CPUs or memory modules.

However, flashing a BIOS incorrectly can brick the motherboard. Follow these safety steps:

1.  Confirm Compatibility: Check the release notes to ensure the new firmware supports your hardware.

2.  Backup Current Settings: Most BIOS utilities allow you to save your configuration. Keep a copy in case you 

need to revert.

3.  Use a Reliable Power Source: If possible, connect the system to an uninterruptible power supply (UPS) to 

avoid power loss during the update.



4.  Follow the Manufacturer’s Procedure: The manual’s firmware update section is the definitive guide.

5.  Verify Post-Update: After rebooting, enter BIOS to confirm the new firmware version and check that all 

settings remain intact.

For Award BIOS specifically, many users prefer the EZ Flashutility, which is integrated into the BIOS and provides

a straightforward interface for flashing firmware from a USB stick.

Safety Tips for BIOS Configuration

•  Static Precautions: Always ground yourself before handling internal components.

•  Document Changes: Keep a change log of BIOS adjustments, especially when experimenting with 

overclocking.

•  Use Default Settings as a Baseline: If you encounter issues, revert to defaults and rebuild from there.

•  Avoid Unnecessary Tweaks: Many advanced settings are rarely needed for everyday use.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

When the system fails to boot or exhibits instability, the manual’s troubleshooting section is your first resource.

Below are some typical scenarios and how to address them:

1. No POST or Blue Screen Immediately After Power-On

Check the following:

•  Ensure all cables are securely connected.

•  Verify that the RAM sticks are seated properly.

•  Look for beep codes and consult the manual’s beep code table.

2. “CMOS Checksum Error” Message

Possible causes and solutions:

•  Corrupted CMOS: Reset the CMOS by moving the jumper or removing the battery for a few minutes.

•  Incorrect BIOS Settings: Restore defaults and reconfigure critical options.

3. Overheating or Fan Issues

Check the following:

•  Ensure the CPU fan is properly connected to the correct header.

•  Verify that the fan speed control is set correctly in the BIOS.

•  Update the BIOS to the latest version, as firmware can improve fan curve management.

4. Peripheral Not Recognized (e.g., USB, LAN, Graphics)

Steps to resolve:

•  Enable the device in the BIOS if it is disabled by default.

•  Check for firmware updates that add support for newer hardware.

•  Test the peripheral on another system to rule out hardware failure.

FAQs About Award BIOS Motherboard Manual
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