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Introduction

In a world where air travel is the backbone of global commerce and connectivity, the aviation sector faces a

complex web of regulations, financial challenges, and rapidly evolving technology. Navigating this landscape

requires not only industry expertise but also a deep understanding of the legal frameworks that govern aircraft

operations, airline contracts, and airport development. This is where a specialized aviation practice within a leading

global law firm becomes indispensable. Mayer Brown’s aviation team brings together seasoned attorneys, industry

veterans, and regulatory specialists to provide comprehensive legal solutions that help clients achieve operational

excellence, mitigate risk, and capitalize on new opportunities.

Mayer Brown: A Global Law Firm with Aviation Expertise

Mayer Brown is renowned for its broad global reach and multidisciplinary approach. With offices across North

America, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East, the firm offers a cohesive network of attorneys who collaborate across

practice areas to deliver integrated solutions. The aviation practice, situated within the firm’s Transportation and

Logistics group, benefits from this global perspective, allowing clients to receive consistent, high �quality counsel

whether they operate a regional airline, a multinational aircraft manufacturer, or a private aviation fleet.

Scope of Mayer Brown’s Aviation Practice

While the firm’s aviation practice covers a wide range of legal matters, its core focus areas include:

•  Regulatory compliance and licensing

•  Corporate aviation and private jet services

•  Commercial airline operations and passenger rights

•  Aircraft financing, leasing, and sales

•  Mergers, acquisitions, and joint ventures

•  Litigation, arbitration, and dispute resolution

•  Airport development and infrastructure projects

•  Environmental and sustainability issues in aviation

Regulatory Compliance and Licensing

The aviation industry is subject to stringent oversight from bodies such as the Federal Aviation Administration

(FAA), the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),

and numerous national authorities. Mayer Brown’s attorneys assist clients in obtaining and maintaining the

necessary certifications, navigating complex safety and security regulations, and ensuring ongoing compliance with

evolving standards. This includes guidance on:

•  Airworthiness directives and maintenance compliance

•  Security protocols and passenger screening requirements

•  Environmental regulations related to emissions and noise

•  Data privacy and cybersecurity in aviation systems

Corporate Aviation and Private Jet Services



Corporate aviation provides businesses with unparalleled flexibility and efficiency, but it also introduces unique

legal considerations. Mayer Brown helps corporate clients structure ownership models, manage tax implications,

secure financing, and comply with regulatory obligations. Key services include:

•  Formation of special purpose entities for aircraft ownership

•  Tax structuring for fleet management and lease arrangements

•  Risk management and insurance procurement

•  Compliance with international travel regulations and sanctions

•  Support for in �flight catering and ancillary services

Commercial Airline Operations and Passenger Rights

Commercial airlines operate on razor �thin margins and are exposed to a myriad of legal risks. Mayer Brown advises

airlines on contract negotiations with suppliers, labor agreements, route licensing, and passenger liability matters.

The firm also assists airlines in handling consumer protection issues such as flight cancellations, delays, and

overbooking disputes, ensuring that clients maintain compliance with consumer rights laws in multiple jurisdictions.

Aircraft Financing, Leasing, and Sales

Financing aircraft is a capital �intensive endeavor that requires meticulous structuring to secure favorable terms and

mitigate risk. Mayer Brown’s aviation finance team works with lenders, insurers, and buyers to craft financing

arrangements that align with the strategic goals of each client. Services include:

1.  Debt and equity financing for aircraft purchases

2.  Lease structuring and negotiation of operating and finance leases

3.  Due diligence and transaction structuring for aircraft sales

4.  Cross �border financing and regulatory compliance

5.  Tax optimization for leasing and financing transactions

Mergers, Acquisitions, and Joint Ventures

The aviation industry is dynamic, with frequent consolidation, joint ventures, and strategic partnerships. Mayer

Brown’s M&A specialists help clients navigate complex transactions, from initial due diligence to post �merger

integration. They address key issues such as:

•  Regulatory approvals and antitrust considerations

•  Transfer of aircraft and related assets

•  Integration of airline operations and fleets

•  Cross �border transaction structuring

•  Risk allocation and warranties

Litigation, Arbitration, and Dispute Resolution

Disputes in aviation can involve high stakes and complex technical matters. Whether it’s a contractual

disagreement with a supplier, a regulatory enforcement action, or a liability claim from a passenger, Mayer Brown’s

litigation team brings deep technical knowledge and strategic litigation skills to bear. The firm’s approach focuses

on:

•  Pre �litigation negotiation and settlement strategies

•  Expert witness coordination and technical analysis

•  International arbitration and dispute resolution

•  Representation before regulatory agencies

•  Damage mitigation and reputation management



Airport Development and Infrastructure Projects

Airport expansion and modernization projects involve a multitude of stakeholders and regulatory hurdles. Mayer

Brown assists developers, airport authorities, and governments in securing financing, negotiating with contractors,

and navigating environmental and zoning regulations. Services include:

•  Project financing and capital structure design

•  Contract drafting and negotiation with construction firms

•  Environmental impact assessments and mitigation strategies

•  Regulatory approvals and compliance with aviation authorities

•  Stakeholder engagement and community relations

Environmental and Sustainability Issues in Aviation

With growing pressure to reduce emissions and adopt sustainable practices, airlines and aircraft manufacturers are

seeking legal guidance on environmental compliance and green initiatives. Mayer Brown helps clients develop

strategies that align with regulatory requirements and market expectations, covering topics such as:

•  Carbon offset programs and emissions trading

•  Noise abatement and community impact mitigation

•  Regulatory compliance with the Paris Agreement and national targets

•  Innovation in alternative fuels and electric aircraft

•  Stakeholder reporting and sustainability disclosures

Recent Notable Deals and Cases

To illustrate the breadth and depth of Mayer Brown’s aviation practice, the firm has recently handled several

high �profile transactions and disputes:

•  Aircraft Financing for a Global Airline – Structured a multi �year financing package for a leading airline, securing 

favorable interest rates and covenants that aligned with the carrier’s growth strategy.

•  Regulatory Compliance for a New Airport Terminal – Guided an airport authority through the environmental 

assessment process and secured necessary approvals for a new terminal designed to accommodate future traffic 

growth.

•  Litigation Defense for a Commercial Pilot – Represented a pilot in a regulatory enforcement action, ultimately 

achieving a dismissal of charges and preserving the pilot’s professional standing.

•  Joint Venture Agreement between Aircraft Manufacturers – Drafted a joint venture agreement that facilitated 

the development of a next �generation regional jet, addressing intellectual property, risk allocation, and market 

strategy.

•  Cross �Border M&A in Aviation – Assisted a European airline in acquiring a U.S. regional carrier, navigating 

complex antitrust reviews and securing regulatory approvals in both jurisdictions.

Client Success Stories

Clients across the aviation spectrum have benefited from Mayer Brown’s tailored approach:

•  A private aviation company leveraged the firm’s corporate aviation expertise to restructure its ownership 

model, reducing tax exposure and securing more favorable lease terms.

•  An emerging airline used Mayer Brown’s regulatory compliance team to obtain necessary operating 

certificates in multiple countries, enabling rapid expansion into new markets.

•  A major aircraft manufacturer relied on the firm’s M&A specialists to negotiate a strategic partnership, 

resulting in a joint development program that accelerated time �to �market for a new aircraft line.



•  A regional airport authority engaged the firm for its infrastructure financing needs, securing a multi �million 

dollar investment that funded runway expansions and modernized passenger facilities.

Industry Trends and Mayer Brown’s Role

The aviation sector is undergoing transformative changes. Key trends include:

•  Digitalization and data analytics in fleet management

•  Shift toward sustainable aviation fuels and electric propulsion

•  Increasing regulatory scrutiny on environmental impact

•  Growth of low �cost carriers and flexible travel models

•  Post �pandemic recovery and demand volatility

Mayer Brown’s aviation practice remains at the forefront by offering clients strategic counsel that addresses these

evolving dynamics. Whether it’s advising on the legal implications of adopting new technologies or helping airlines

navigate post �pandemic regulatory changes, the firm’s attorneys bring both technical knowledge and practical

experience.

Why Choose Mayer Brown for Aviation Matters

Clients choose Mayer Brown for several compelling reasons:

•  Global reach combined with local expertise ensures consistent, high �quality legal support across jurisdictions.

•  Integrated practice model allows attorneys from different specialties—corporate, finance, litigation—to 

collaborate seamlessly.

•  Proven track record of handling complex, high �value aviation transactions and disputes.

•  Deep industry knowledge that translates into actionable, cost �effective solutions.

•  Commitment to staying ahead of regulatory changes, enabling proactive risk management.

Conclusion
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