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Introduction

When the leaves turn golden and the air grows crisp, many of us turn to music that mirrors the changing season. 

One of the most evocative pieces that captures this mood is the jazz standard Autumn Leaves. Its haunting

melody and lush harmonies have inspired musicians for decades, and its adaptability makes it a favorite for

fingerstyle guitarists looking to add a touch of melancholy and beauty to their repertoire.

In this guide, we’ll explore how to play Autumn Leaves in a fingerstyle arrangement, using the autumn leaves 

fingerstyle guitar tab available on guitarnick com(the website guitarnick.com hosts a wealth of guitar tabs and

instructional content). We’ll walk you through the song’s history, the fundamentals of fingerstyle technique, and a

step �by �step tutorial that will help you master this classic piece. Whether you’re a seasoned guitarist or just beginning

your fingerstyle journey, this article will provide you with the tools and inspiration you need to bring Autumn Leaves

to life on the fretboard.

The Musical Legacy of “Autumn Leaves”

Origins and History

“Autumn Leaves” (originally titled Les Feuilles Mortes) was composed in 1945 by French lyricist Jacques Prévert

and composer Joseph Kosma. The English lyrics were later added by Johnny Mercer in 1955. The song’s lyrical

imagery of falling leaves and nostalgic longing resonated with audiences worldwide, and it quickly became a staple

in the jazz repertoire.

Why It’s a Classic

Several factors have cemented “Autumn Leaves” as a timeless classic:

•  Memorable Melody – The tune’s ascending and descending phrases are instantly recognizable.

•  Rich Harmonic Structure – The chord progression offers a playground for improvisation and harmonic 

exploration.

•  Cross �Genre Appeal – From jazz pianists to pop singers, many musicians have recorded their own 

interpretations.

•  Emotional Depth – The bittersweet narrative of lost love and fleeting moments makes it relatable across 

cultures.

The Beauty of Fingerstyle Guitar

What Is Fingerstyle?

Fingerstyle guitar involves plucking the strings directly with the fingertips, fingernails, or a combination of both,

rather than using a pick. This technique allows for independent control of melody, harmony, and rhythm, giving each

part its own voice. The result is a richly textured sound that can mimic a full ensemble.

Why Fingerstyle Works for Autumn Leaves

“Autumn Leaves” is ideally suited for fingerstyle for several reasons:



•  Harmonic Flexibility – The song’s chord changes can be expressed with arpeggios, allowing the guitarist to 

outline the harmony while playing the melody simultaneously.

•  Dynamic Control – Fingerstyle permits nuanced dynamics, from soft, almost whispered passages to bold, 

resonant chords.

•  Expressive Possibilities – Percussive elements, such as muted strums or tapping, can add rhythmic interest 

without overpowering the lyrical line.

Getting Started with Autumn Leaves Fingerstyle Guitar Tab

Where to Find the Tab

The most comprehensive and user �friendly resource for this arrangement is the autumn leaves fingerstyle guitar 

tab found on guitarnick com. The tab includes:

•  Chord diagrams and fingerings for the entire song.

•  Annotated notation that highlights where to place your fingers.

•  Tempo markings and dynamic suggestions.

•  Video demonstrations that illustrate the technique in real time.

To access the tab, simply visit guitarnick.com and search for “Autumn Leaves fingerstyle.”

Overview of the Tab Structure

The tab is organized into several sections that mirror the song’s typical arrangement:

1.  Intro – A brief arpeggiated introduction that sets the mood.

2.  Verse – The main melodic line, usually sung in the original key.

3.  Bridge – A contrasting harmonic section that often features a modulation.

4.  Solo – An optional instrumental break where you can improvise over the chord changes.

5.  Outro – A gentle fade �out that brings the piece to a satisfying close.

Each section is broken down into measures, with chord symbols, finger positions, and suggested picking patterns.

The tab also includes a “play �along” audio track that you can use to practice timing and feel.

Step �by �Step Guide to Playing Autumn Leaves Fingerstyle

Warm �up Exercises

Before tackling the song, spend 10–15 minutes warming up with exercises that strengthen finger independence:

•  Spider Exercise – Place your thumb on the low E string, index on the G string, middle on the B string, and 

ring on the high E string. Play each string in sequence, then reverse.

•  Arpeggio Practice – Play a simple C major arpeggio (C–E–G) using thumb, index, and middle fingers. Then 

try a minor arpeggio (Am).

•  Dynamic Variation – Practice plucking each string softly and then loudly to develop control over volume.

Learning the Intro

The intro sets the tonal atmosphere. It typically starts with a gentle arpeggio of the key chord (usually C&o minor in

the original key). Here’s a concise way to approach it:

•  Chord Shape – Use a C&o minor arpeggio: e|---4---| B|---6---| G|---5---| D|---6---| A|---x---| E|---x---|.

•  Finger Pattern – Thumb on the low E (or A) string, index on the D string, middle on the G string, ring on the B 

string.

•  Tempo – Start slowly (80 BPM) and gradually increase as you become comfortable.



Mastering the Verse

The verse is where the melody truly shines. The autumn leaves fingerstyle guitar tab on guitarnick com

provides the exact fingerings for each measure. Key points include:

•  Keep the bass line steady with your thumb.

•  Use the index and middle fingers to pick the inner strings for the melodic line.

•  Pay attention to the subtle pauses that create the song’s lyrical quality.

Practice each measure separately, then combine them gradually.

Navigating the Bridge

The bridge often introduces a modulation to a new key, providing contrast. In many fingerstyle arrangements, the

bridge is played with a slightly different picking pattern:

•  Switch to a G major arpeggio if the bridge modulates to G.

•  Use a down �stroke on the bass string followed by an up �stroke on the melody strings.

•  Maintain the rhythmic pulse by tapping your foot to the beat.

Adding the Solo

For those who wish to incorporate a solo, the tab usually offers a simple solo line that follows the chord 

progression. If you’re comfortable improvising, you can use the Autumn Leaveschord changes as a basis for a

jazz solo:

•  Practice the ii–V–I progression in the key of C&o minor.

•  Use the minor pentatonic scale or the harmonic minor scale for melodic ideas.

•  Record yourself and listen back to refine phrasing.

Putting It All Together

Once you’ve mastered each section, practice playing the entire piece from start to finish. Focus on smooth

transitions between sections, consistent tempo, and dynamic contrast. A helpful tip is to use a metronome set to 80

BPM and gradually increase to 90–100 BPM as you gain confidence.

Tips for Perfecting Your Fingerstyle Technique

Finger Placement

Proper finger placement is essential for clean tone:

•  Keep the fingertips slightly curved to avoid flat contact with the string.

•  Avoid placing the middle finger on the same string as the thumb to prevent muddiness.

•  Use the nail edge of the index finger for brighter tone on higher strings.

Dynamics and Articulation

Dynamic contrast adds emotional depth:

•  Play the verse softly to evoke introspection.

•  Use a slightly louder dynamic on the bridge to emphasize the change.

•  Experiment with palm muting on the bass string for a subtle percussive effect.
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