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Introduction

In today’s data �rich research landscape, qualitative scholars need tools that can keep pace with the complexity of 

textual, visual, and multimedia evidence. Among the most popular solutions is Atlas.ti the qualitative data 

analysis research software, a robust platform that empowers researchers to organize, code, and interpret data

with precision. This guide offers a deep dive into Atlas.ti’s capabilities, its place in the broader ecosystem of

qualitative tools, and practical tips for mastering the software. Whether you’re a seasoned analyst or a newcomer to

qualitative methods, you’ll find actionable insights to elevate your research workflow.

What Is Atlas.ti?

Atlas.ti is a cloud �based and desktop application designed for the systematic analysis of qualitative data. Developed

by Quint Software, the platform supports a wide array of data types—text, audio, video, images, PDFs,

spreadsheets, and even social media streams. Its core mission is to provide researchers with a flexible, intuitive

interface that transforms raw data into structured, meaningful insights.

Key Features at a Glance

•  Advanced Coding System – Create, manage, and apply codes across multiple documents.

•  Visual Analytics – Build concept maps, network diagrams, and word clouds.

•  Collaboration Tools – Share projects, assign roles, and track changes in real time.

•  Mixed �Methods Support – Integrate quantitative datasets and perform triangulation.

•  Export & Reporting – Generate PDF, HTML, or Excel reports for dissemination.

Historical Evolution of Atlas.ti

Atlas.ti began as a simple desktop application in the early 2000s. Over the past decade, it has evolved into a

sophisticated cloud platform with mobile compatibility and AI �driven features. The software’s continuous

development reflects a commitment to meeting the changing demands of qualitative researchers, from humanities

scholars to market analysts.

Core Functionalities Explained

Data Import & Management

Atlas.ti accepts more than 30 file formats, making it easy to import transcripts, interview recordings, survey 

responses, and even raw social media data. The Project Managerinterface lets you organize files into folders, tag

them with metadata, and apply filters for quick retrieval.

Coding Workflow

At the heart of the software is the coding engine. Researchers can create codes—conceptual tags that represent

themes or categories—and apply them to text segments, images, or audio excerpts. Atlas.ti supports:

•  Open Coding – Generate codes on the fly as patterns emerge.

•  Axial Coding – Relate codes to form higher �level categories.



•  Selective Coding – Refine the core narrative by focusing on key codes.

Visualization & Concept Mapping

Once codes are applied, Atlas.ti’s visual tools help uncover relationships. The Network View displays how codes 

interconnect, while the Concept Mapallows you to create hierarchical diagrams of ideas. Word clouds and

frequency tables provide a quick snapshot of the most prevalent concepts.

Collaboration & Project Sharing

Multi �user projects are a hallmark of Atlas.ti. Each team member can be assigned a role—Researcher, Reviewer, or 

Administrator—with corresponding permissions. Real �time updates, comment threads, and version control ensure

that collaborators stay aligned.

Mixed �Methods Integration

Atlas.ti’s Data Integrationfeature allows researchers to import quantitative tables, link them to qualitative codes,

and perform cross �tabulations. This synergy is especially valuable in studies that blend narrative analysis with

statistical rigor.

Step �by �Step Guide to Getting Started

1.  Download and Install – Choose between the free trial, desktop, or cloud version based on your needs.

2.  Create a New Project – Name your project, set a location, and select the data types you’ll be working with.

3.  Import Data – Drag and drop files into the Project Manager or use the Import Wizard for bulk uploads.

4.  Define Codes – In the Codes pane, create a hierarchy of themes. Use descriptive names and add definitions.

5.  Apply Codes – Highlight text or select media segments, then drag the appropriate code onto them. Atlas.ti 

will generate Segments that record the context.

6.  Explore Visuals – Open the Network View or Concept Map to see how codes relate. Adjust weights and 

layout for clarity.

7.  Export Findings – Use the Export function to generate PDF reports, Excel sheets, or HTML files for 

dissemination.

8.  Collaborate – Invite team members, assign roles, and start real �time editing.

Best Practices for Effective Analysis

•  Maintain a Codebook – Keep a living document that defines each code and its application rules.

•  Use Metadata Wisely – Tag documents with author, date, and context to facilitate filtering.

•  Iterative Coding – Revisit earlier codes as new insights emerge.

•  Leverage Auto �Coding – Atlas.ti’s AI suggestions can speed up repetitive coding tasks.

•  Document Your Process – Keep a research diary within the software to track decisions.

Comparing Atlas.ti to Competitors

While Atlas.ti is a leader in qualitative analysis, it competes with several other platforms. Below is a quick

comparison of key attributes.



Feature Atlas.ti NVivo Dedoose

Data Types 30+ formats 20+ formats 15+ formats

Collaboration Real �time, cloud Team Projects Shared Projects

Mixed �Methods Strong integration Moderate Limited

Pricing Tiered plans Subscription Per �user

Learning Curve Moderate Steep Gentle

Atlas.ti’s balance of advanced features and user �friendly design makes it a compelling choice for researchers who

need depth without excessive complexity.

Pricing & Licensing Options

Atlas.ti offers a flexible pricing model tailored to individual scholars, academic institutions, and corporate users.

Typical tiers include:

•  Student & Faculty – Discounted annual subscription with full feature access.

•  Academic Institutional – Site licenses with centralized management and bulk purchasing.

•  Corporate – Enterprise plans with dedicated support and custom integrations.

All plans come with a 30 �day free trial, allowing you to evaluate the software before committing.

Training & Resources

Quint Software provides a wealth of learning materials:

•  Official Tutorials – Video walkthroughs covering basic and advanced topics.

•  Webinars – Live sessions with experts and Q&A opportunities.

•  Community Forums – Peer support, code libraries, and best �practice discussions.

•  Academic Partnerships – Collaborations with universities for customized training.

These resources ensure that users of all skill levels can become proficient quickly.

Real �World Use Cases

Atlas.ti’s versatility shines across disciplines. Here are a few illustrative examples:

•  Social Science – Analyzing interview data to uncover patterns in migration experiences.

•  Health Research – Coding patient narratives to identify barriers to care.

•  Market Research – Mapping consumer sentiment from focus group transcripts.

•  Education – Evaluating classroom observations to inform pedagogical strategies.

•  Policy Analysis – Synthesizing stakeholder interviews to shape legislative recommendations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is Atlas.ti suitable for beginners?

Yes. The software’s intuitive interface and extensive tutorials make it accessible for newcomers, while advanced



features cater to experienced users.

Can I collaborate with team members who don’t own the software?

With cloud projects, collaborators can view and comment on shared work even if they don’t have a license, though

full editing requires a subscription.

What data security measures are in place?

Atlas.ti employs end �to �end encryption, secure servers, and compliance with GDPR and other privacy regulations.

Conclusion

Atlas.ti the qualitative data analysis research software stands out as a powerful, flexible, and user �friendly platform

that supports the entire research lifecycle—from data import to final reporting. Its blend of robust coding tools,

visual analytics, and collaborative features empowers scholars to uncover nuanced insights from complex datasets.

Whether you’re conducting a small pilot study or managing a multi �site research consortium, Atlas.ti offers the

scalability and depth you need. By investing time in learning its capabilities, you can transform raw narratives into

actionable knowledge that advances your field.
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