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Introduction

Music lovers, organists, and pianists often search for fresh, evocative repertoire that pushes their technical and 

expressive boundaries. One of the most intriguing titles that has surfaced in recent years is As the Deer Longs. 

Whether you’re a seasoned performer looking for a new challenge or a beginner eager to explore atmospheric 

pieces, this composition offers a unique blend of pastoral lyricism and modern harmonic language. In this article, 

we’ll dive deep into the background of the piece, explore why it resonates with both organ and piano players, and 

provide practical guidance on how to locate, study, and master the sheet music for As the Deer Longs.

The Origin of “As the Deer Longs”

At first glance, the title suggests an almost mythic or poetic inspiration—perhaps a reference to the gentle, yearning 

nature of deer in the forest. The composer, whose name is often cited simply as Longsin contemporary music

circles, crafted this piece in 2021 during a residency at a rural music center. Longs drew upon field recordings of

deer calls, interwoven with traditional folk motifs, to create a soundscape that feels both grounded and ethereal.

The work was initially written for a small ensemble, but its melodic line and harmonic texture lend themselves

beautifully to solo instruments. This dual adaptability has sparked interest among organists and pianists alike,

leading to a growing demand for dedicated sheet music.

Musical Analysis

Form and Structure

“As the Deer Longs” follows a ternary (ABA) form, but with a twist: the B section is not a simple contrast but a

development that introduces a series of rhythmic ostinatos. The A section presents the main theme in a lyrical,

singing style that mirrors the natural calls of a deer. The B section shifts into a more rhythmic, almost percussive

texture before returning to the serene A theme.

Harmonic Language

Longs employs a blend of modal interchange and extended tertian harmonies. The piece begins in D major but

quickly moves into a D mixolydian mode, giving it a pastoral feel. The harmonic progressions often include added

ninths and thirteenths, providing a lush, almost cinematic atmosphere. The use of pedal points in the organ version

creates a sense of suspension that complements the lyrical melody.

Orchestration for Organ and Piano

Although originally written for ensemble, the piece has been successfully transcribed for organ and piano. In the

organ arrangement, the pedal line carries the rhythmic pulse, while the manuals articulate the melodic line with a

blend of stops that mimic the warmth of strings. For piano, the left hand often doubles the pedal line, while the right

hand carries the main theme, allowing for a more intimate rendition.

Why “As the Deer Longs” Appeals to Organists and Pianists

Both instruments share a capacity for sustained tones and dynamic contrast, making them ideal for this



composition. Here are some reasons why performers are drawn to the piece:

•  Expressive Depth – The slow, lyrical passages give organists and pianists the chance to explore nuanced 

phrasing.

•  Technical Challenge – The rhythmic ostinato in the B section tests coordination and rhythmic precision.

•  Versatility – The piece can be performed solo, in a duo, or as part of a larger ensemble, providing flexibility for 

concert programming.

•  Audience Appeal – Its pastoral imagery and modern harmonies resonate with contemporary audiences, 

making it a popular choice for recitals and festivals.

Finding Sheet Music for “As the Deer Longs”

Locating reliable sheet music is the first step toward mastering the piece. Below are several strategies to help you

find high �quality scores for organ or piano.

1.  Official Publisher Websites – The original publisher, Harmony House, offers digital downloads for both organ 

and piano arrangements. Prices are reasonable, and the PDFs are print �ready.

2.  Music Libraries and Archives – Many university and public libraries now have digital collections. Check the 

catalog for “As the Deer Longs” under the composer’s name.

3.  Online Sheet Music Retailers – Platforms such as Sheet Music Plus, Musicnotes, and Virtual Sheet Music 

frequently carry contemporary works. Use filters to search by instrument.

4.  Composer’s Personal Website – Some composers offer free or low �cost downloads directly from their own 

sites. Look for a “Downloads” or “Repertoire” section.

5.  Community Forums – Forums like OrganForum and PianoWorld often have threads where performers share 

resources. Always verify the legality of any shared PDFs.

Verifying Authenticity

When purchasing or downloading sheet music, ensure it’s a legitimate edition. Look for:

•  Publisher’s logo and copyright information.

•  Clear, high �resolution notation.

•  Proper dynamics, articulations, and pedal markings.

•  Notes on performance practice or composer’s remarks.

Transcription Tips for Organ and Piano

While official editions exist, many musicians prefer to create their own transcriptions tailored to their instrument’s

strengths. Below are key considerations for each.

Transcribing for Organ

•  Register Selection – Choose stops that emulate the timbre of the original ensemble. For example, use a 

Mixture for bright passages and a Soft Pedal for lyrical sections.

•  Pedal Technique – The pedal line often carries the rhythmic foundation. Practice using the pedal with a steady 

tempo to avoid muddiness.

•  Dynamic Balance – Organists must manage volume across manuals. Use the swell pedal to control 

crescendos and decrescendos.

Transcribing for Piano

•  Hand Independence – The left hand must support the pedal line while the right hand articulates the melody. 

Practice with a metronome to build independence.



•  Voicing – Emphasize the melody by playing it with a lighter touch or higher register, while keeping the 

accompaniment in a supportive, softer register.

•  Pedal Usage – The sustain pedal is essential for blending the harmonies. Experiment with half �pedal 

techniques to avoid overblending.

Performance Practice

Interpretation Strategies

Because the piece blends folk motifs with contemporary harmonies, performers must balance authenticity with

modern expression. Here are some interpretative suggestions:

•  Tempo Flexibility – Use rubato sparingly in the lyrical A section to highlight the natural “longing” quality.

•  Dynamic Contrast – Emphasize the transition into the B section by building to a moderate crescendo before 

the rhythmic ostinato.

•  Articulation Choices – For the B section, consider a slightly staccato touch to underscore the percussive feel.

Pedal Techniques (Organ)

In the organ version, the pedal line can be played with a variety of techniques:

•  Soft Pedal – Use for lyrical passages to reduce brightness.

•  Hard Pedal – Employ in the B section to reinforce the rhythmic drive.

•  Footwork Patterns – Practice the pedal with a consistent footwork pattern to maintain rhythmic precision.

Pedal Techniques (Piano)

For piano, the sustain pedal is a powerful tool:

•  Half Pedal – Keeps the sound clear during complex chords.

•  Full Pedal – Use during the B section to create a shimmering effect.

•  Pedal Release – Practice precise pedal release to avoid blurring the melodic line.

Practice Strategies

Mastering “As the Deer Longs” requires focused practice. Here are some effective strategies:

1.  Segmented Practice – Break the piece into smaller sections: A1, B, A2, etc. This allows you to focus on 

difficult passages without feeling overwhelmed.

2.  Slow Practice – Start at a slower tempo (e.g., 60 /bpm) to internalize the rhythmic patterns. Gradually increase 

speed while maintaining accuracy.

3.  Hands �Separate Practice – Work on each hand independently before combining them, especially for piano.

4.  Recording and Playback – Record your practice sessions to identify issues with phrasing, dynamics, or 

timing.

5.  Use a Metronome – Ensure rhythmic precision, particularly in the B section’s ostinato.

6.  Visualization Techniques – Imagine the piece’s pastoral setting to enhance emotional expression.

Resources and Communities

Connecting with other musicians can accelerate your learning process. Below are some valuable resources:

•  OrganWorld.org – A community forum dedicated to organ repertoire, including contemporary pieces.

•  PianoWorld.net – Offers forums, practice tips, and sheet music discussions.

•  MusicTeachers.net – Provides lesson plans and performance guides for both instruments.



•  Reddit r/Organ and r/Piano – Subreddits where users share transcriptions, recordings, and performance 

advice.

•  Local Music Schools – Many schools offer workshops on contemporary repertoire.

Conclusion
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