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Arthur’s Theme: The Ultimate Guide to Sheet Music, Performance, and
Pianovocalchords

When you think of timeless romantic ballads that have graced countless weddings, movie soundtracks, and
karaoke nights, Arthur's Theme often tops the list. Originally performed by Christopher Cross, this classic has
become a staple for pianists and vocalists alike. Whether you're a seasoned musician or a beginner looking to
impress at your next gathering, finding the best that you can do sheet music for Arthur’'s Theme is essential. In
this guide, we’'ll walk you through the history of the song, the nuances of Christopher Cross’s style, and how to
leverage the Pianovocalchords platform to master every note and chord.

Understanding Arthur’s Theme: A Brief History

Arthur's Theme, officially titled “Arthur’'s Theme (Best That You Can Do),” debuted in 1983 as the title track for the
film Arthur. Written by Christopher Cross, James Newton Howard, and Paul Williams, the song quickly became a
chart-topping hit, earning a Golden Globe for Best Original Song. Its gentle melody and heartfelt lyrics captured the
essence of the film’s protagonist—a charming, lovable underachiever navigating the complexities of love and life.

Over the decades, Arthur's Theme has transcended its cinematic origins. It's now a beloved piece in vocal and
piano repertoires worldwide. Its structure—simple yet emotionally resonant—makes it an ideal learning piece for
musicians seeking to refine their technique while delivering a powerful performance.

Why Arthur’'s Theme Remains a Favorite for Pianists and Vocalists

« Memorable Melodies: The main theme line is instantly recognizable, providing a strong anchor for both
vocalists and accompanists.

» Balanced Difficulty: The piece sits comfortably between beginner and intermediate levels, allowing musicians
to practice chord voicings, arpeggios, and expressive phrasing.

* Versatile Arrangements: From a simple piano solo to a full vocal trio, Arthur’'s Theme can be adapted to
various ensemble sizes.

e Emotional Impact: The lyrical content invites performers to connect deeply with the audience, turning a
technical exercise into a storytelling experience.

Finding the Best Sheet Music for Arthur’s Theme
For those who value authenticity and precision, official sheet music is the gold standard. Look for licensed editions
released by reputable publishers such as Hal Leonard or Musicnotes. These editions typically include:

e Correct chord symbols and key signatures.
¢ Annotated performance notes.
¢ Multiple arrangements (e.g., piano solo, vocal accompaniment).

Digital marketplaces like Sheet Music Plus and Musicnotes offer instant downloads. They often provide:

¢ High-resolution PDFs.
¢ Audio samples for each track.



* Printable sheets in various sizes.

While free sheet music can be tempting, it's essential to verify its accuracy. Sites such as Free-Scores and 8Notes
host user-submitted arrangements. Always cross-check these with official versions to avoid misinterpretations.

Christopher Cross’s Signature Style and Its Impact on Sheet Music

Christopher Cross’s music is characterized by its smooth, laid-back groove and lush harmonies. In Arthur’s Theme,
he employs:

¢ Extended chord voicings (e.g., major 7ths, 9ths).
e Subtle rhythmic syncopations.
» Dynamic swells that build emotional intensity.

When selecting sheet music, look for arrangements that preserve these nuances. A faithful transcription will include
chord extensions and dynamic markings that reflect Cross’s original intent.

Pianovocalchords: A Resource for Musicians

Pianovocalchords is a comprehensive online platform designed to bridge the gap between pianists and vocalists.
Key features include:

e Chord Libraries: Thousands of chords with audio previews.

Interactive Transposition: Shift songs into any key effortlessly.

Sheet Music Integration: Downloadable PDFs aligned with chord charts.
Community Forums: Exchange tips and performance ideas.

1. Search for “Arthur’s Theme” in the chord library.

2. Use the transposition tool to adjust the key to fit your vocal range.

3. Download the PDF sheet music that matches the transposed chords.
4. Practice with the built-in playback feature to internalize the groove.

By combining Pianovocalchords’ chord charts with the best that you can do sheet music, you'll have a complete,
cohesive learning package.
Arranging Arthur’s Theme for Piano and Vocal
The core progression of Arthur's Theme follows a classic I-vi-IV-V pattern, enriched with seventh and ninth
extensions. A simplified version in the key of C major looks like this:

e Am7 —Dm9 - G7 — Cmaj7

e Em7 — A7 - Dm7 - G7
These chords provide a solid harmonic foundation for both accompaniment and vocal lines.

Transposing Arthur's Theme to accommodate a vocalist's range is straightforward:

« ldentify the highest and lowest notes of the vocal line.
< Shift the key so that the highest note sits comfortably below the top of the vocal range.
* Use Pianovocalchords’ transposition tool to adjust the chords accordingly.

For trio or quartet performances, consider adding harmonized vocal parts. A common approach is to create a
second vocal line that mirrors the melody but moves in thirds or sixths. Use the chord chart to determine
appropriate intervals.

Practicing Techniques for Pianists



Focus on these exercises to build the necessary skills:

e Arpeggiated chord runs to improve hand independence.

e Scale drills in the key of C major and its relative minor.

¢ Dynamic swells to emulate the song’s emotional crescendos.
Arthur's Theme features subtle syncopations. Use a metronome set to 80 BPM, gradually increasing tempo as you
gain confidence. Record yourself to identify any rhythmic discrepancies.

The piece relies heavily on dynamic contrast. Practice playing the same passage at piano, mezzo-forte, and forte to
develop nuanced control.

Vocal Preparation and Vocal Chords

Good breath support is essential for sustained phrases. Try the following routine:

* Inhale for 4 counts, hold for 2, exhale for 6.
¢ Repeat 10 times, focusing on diaphragmatic breathing.

Use a tuner or pitch app to ensure you're hitting the correct notes. Start with the first line of the verse, then
progress to the chorus.

Warm up with scales, lip trills, and humming. This reduces tension and improves vocal clarity.

Combining Piano and Vocals: Performance Tips

Engage your audience by maintaining eye contact and using expressive gestures. Even a simple smile can
enhance the performance’s emotional impact.

Set a rehearsal schedule that alternates between piano-only, vocal-only, and combined practice. This ensures each
element receives focused attention.

Record your practice sessions and review them critically. Pay attention to timing, dynamics, and emotional delivery.
Share recordings with peers or mentors for constructive feedback.

Common Challenges and Solutions
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