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Introduction

For tabletop role �playing enthusiasts who crave depth, realism, and a touch of grimdark strategy, the Arms Law 

RoleMaster Companion SERoffers a compelling blend of tactical detail and narrative flexibility. This article delves

into what makes the Arms Law system a standout addition to the classic RoleMaster framework, how it enriches

gameplay, and why it continues to resonate with players and game masters alike. Whether you’re a seasoned

veteran of the RoleMaster universe or a newcomer looking to explore a new tactical dimension, this guide will help

you understand the core mechanics, integration tips, and the broader impact of the Arms Law Companion on

modern RPGs.

1. The Genesis of Arms Law in RoleMaster

1.1 From Classic RoleMaster to Modern Enhancements

RoleMaster, born in the early 1980s, quickly distinguished itself with a detailed combat system, an emphasis on

realism, and a modular rule set that allowed for expansion. Over the decades, the system evolved, giving rise to a

suite of companion books that added new mechanics, settings, and character options. The Arms Law Companion

emerged as one of the most ambitious projects, aiming to provide a granular approach to weaponry, armor, and

battlefield tactics.

1.2 The Philosophy Behind Arms Law

The core idea of Arms Law is to treat combat as a series of strategic decisions rather than a simple roll �or �die 

outcome. It introduces concepts such as Weapon Disadvantage, Armor Penetration, and Battlefield Positioning

—all grounded in realistic combat theory. By doing so, it bridges the gap between a fantasy setting and the tactical

nuance of real-world warfare, thereby enhancing immersion.

2. RoleMaster Companion Series: A Brief History

2.1 The Companion Evolution

The RoleMaster Companion series began with supplements that expanded the game’s lore, such as the “The

World of RoleMaster” and “The RoleMaster Sourcebook.” Each companion added layers of depth, whether through

new character classes, magic systems, or campaign settings.

2.2 The Significance of the Arms Law Companion

While earlier companions focused on narrative expansion, the Arms Law Companion is unique in its mechanical

focus. It introduces a sophisticated combat engine that complements the existing RoleMaster rules without

overwhelming the player. This balance of complexity and accessibility is why the Arms Law Companion has

become a staple for groups seeking a more tactical experience.

3. Mechanics of Arms Law: A Deep Dive

3.1 Weapon and Armor Taxonomy

Arms Law categorizes weapons and armor into distinct classes, each with its own damage profile, range, and



weight. For example:

•  Swords – balanced between speed and damage.

•  Heavy Blunt Weapons – high damage but slower swing times.

•  Ranged Weapons – include bows, crossbows, and early firearms.

•  Armor Types – from light leather to heavy plate, each providing different protection levels.

These classifications allow players to make informed choices based on their character’s role and the tactical

situation.

3.2 Weapon Disadvantage and Advantage

Unlike many RPG systems that treat all weapons as equal, Arms Law assigns disadvantage scoresto certain

weapons in specific combat scenarios. For instance, a sword may suffer a disadvantage in tight quarters, whereas

a spear’s reach advantage compensates for it. This mechanic encourages creative positioning and encourages

players to think beyond raw statistics.

3.3 Armor Penetration and Damage Reduction

Armor Penetration (AP) is calculated based on the weapon’s AP value and the target’s armor class. The system

also incorporates damage reduction (DR), which mitigates incoming damage by a fixed amount. The combined

effect ensures that armor feels meaningful without becoming a dead �weight shield.

3.4 Positioning and Tactical Zones

Combat is divided into tactical zones: Frontline, Midline, and Backline. Each zone offers distinct advantages and

disadvantages, such as increased reach for ranged weapons or reduced exposure to melee attacks. Players must

decide where to position themselves, balancing offense and defense.

3.5 Initiative and Turn Order

Arms Law refines the initiative system by incorporating Speed and Agilitymodifiers. A character’s speed rating

influences their turn order, while agility affects the number of actions they can take per turn. This dynamic ensures

that faster characters can act more frequently, reflecting real combat tempos.

4. Integrating Arms Law into Your Campaign

4.1 Preparing Your Game Master

Before introducing the Arms Law Companion, a game master should review the core RoleMaster rules to ensure

compatibility. Key steps include:

1.  Identify overlapping rules. Check for conflicts in damage calculations or armor classes.

2.  Adjust difficulty. The increased tactical depth can raise combat difficulty; consider scaling encounters 

accordingly.

3.  Introduce the system gradually. Start with a single encounter to acclimate players.

4.2 Player Onboarding

During character creation, players should be briefed on:

•  The new weapon and armor categories.

•  How to calculate AP and DR.

•  The importance of positioning.

•  Turn order mechanics.



Providing a quick reference sheet can ease the transition.

4.3 Sample Encounter Design

To illustrate, consider a siege scenario where your party must breach a fortified gate:

•  Frontline – Heavy infantry wielding battering rams.

•  Midline – Archers and crossbowmen providing suppressive fire.

•  Backline – Spellcasters and healers maintaining distance.

Players must decide whether to use ranged weapons to soften the gate or engage in close combat to break

through. Each choice carries tactical trade �offs, showcasing Arms Law’s depth.

5. Advanced Tactics and Strategies

5.1 Flanking and Combined Arms

Flanking bonuses are awarded when a character attacks from a side or rear position relative to the target.

Combined arms tactics—using melee, ranged, and magical units in concert—can exploit enemy weaknesses. For

instance, a spell that slows enemies combined with a melee attack can maximize damage.

5.2 Environmental Factors

Arms Law includes rules for environmental hazards such as fire, mud, and cliffs. Each hazard can impose

movement penalties, damage over time, or even alter weapon effectiveness. Players who factor these into their

plans gain a strategic edge.

5.3 Leadership and Morale

Characters with Leadership skills can inspire allies, granting temporary bonuses to initiative or damage. Morale

checks determine whether a unit holds its ground or retreats. Managing morale is crucial in prolonged battles.

5.4 Equipment Management

Because weapons and armor carry weight and encumbrance penalties, players must balance loadouts.

Over �equipping can slow a character, reducing initiative, while under �equipping may leave them vulnerable. The

Arms Law Companion’s equipment tables provide clear guidance.

6. Player Perspectives: What Gamers Say

6.1 Positive Feedback

•  Realism. Players appreciate the depth of combat mechanics that mirror real warfare.

•  Strategic Variety. The need to consider positioning and environmental factors adds layers of decision �making.

•  Replayability. Each encounter can play out differently based on tactical choices.

6.2 Constructive Criticism

•  Learning Curve. New players may find the system intimidating at first.

•  Time �Consuming. Detailed calculations can slow down gameplay if not streamlined.

•  Balance Issues. Some weapons or tactics may feel overpowered in certain scenarios.

Game masters can address these concerns by providing cheat sheets, simplifying certain calculations, and

carefully balancing encounters.

7. Arms Law vs. Other RPG Systems



7.1 Comparative Overview

When compared to systems like Dungeons & Dragons 5th Edition or Pathfinder, Arms Law offers:

•  More granular weapon and armor statistics.

•  A tactical zone system that encourages spatial thinking.

•  Explicit leadership and morale mechanics.

•  Integration of environmental hazards into combat.

However, it may lack the streamlined, high �level focus of some modern systems, making it better suited for groups

that enjoy tactical depth.

7.2 Hybrid Playstyles

Many players combine Arms Law with other rule sets to create hybrid experiences. For example, using

RoleMaster’s magic system alongside Arms Law’s combat mechanics can yield a balanced blend of spellcasting

and tactical combat.

8. Resources and Further Reading

8.1 Official Publications

•  Arms Law RoleMaster Companion (SER) – The core book detailing weapon, armor, and combat rules.

•  RoleMaster Core Rulebook – Provides foundational mechanics for character creation and magic.

•  RoleMaster Campaign Settings – Offers diverse worlds where Arms Law can be applied.

8.2 Online Communities

•  Reddit r/RoleMaster – Discussions, homebrew content, and troubleshooting.

•  RoleMaster Forums – Official forums for rule clarifications.

•  Discord RoleMaster Community – Real �time chats with other gamers.

8.3 Tutorials and Guides

Several YouTube channels and blogs provide step �by �step tutorials on integrating Arms Law into campaigns. These

resources often include printable sheets, example encounters, and advanced tactics.

Conclusion

The Arms Law RoleMaster Companion SERtransforms the combat experience of the classic RoleMaster system

into a richly detailed, tactical battlefield. By offering realistic weapon and armor mechanics, positioning rules, and

leadership dynamics, it invites players to think strategically and immerse themselves in the intricacies of war. While

the learning curve may be steeper than some other systems, the payoff is a game that rewards careful planning,

adaptability, and teamwork.

Whether you’re a seasoned RoleMaster veteran or a newcomer eager for depth, the Arms Law Companion is a

valuable addition that can elevate your campaigns to new heights of tactical excellence.
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