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Introduction

In the competitive world of poultry production, the foundation of a successful broiler operation lies in the quality of 

the parent stock. The arbor acres parent stock handbook aviagenserves as a comprehensive guide for

breeders, hatchery managers, and poultry scientists who aim to maximize genetic potential, improve flock

performance, and maintain high standards of animal welfare. This article delves into the intricacies of Arbor Acres

genetics, the role of Aviagen’s parent stock handbook, and practical strategies for implementing the

recommendations in a modern poultry enterprise.

What Is Arbor Acres?

Arbor Acres is a globally recognized broiler parent stock line that has been refined through decades of selective

breeding. Originating in the United States in the 1950s, Arbor Acres quickly gained a reputation for rapid growth,

excellent feed conversion, and robust carcass quality. Today, Arbor Acres lines are distributed worldwide, with

Aviagen acting as the primary genetic provider for many hatcheries.

The Importance of Parent Stock in Broiler Production

Parent stock refers to the breeding flocks—both males (cocks) and females (hens)—from which commercial broiler

chickens are produced. The genetic makeup of parent stock directly influences key performance indicators such as

growth rate, feed efficiency, carcass yield, and disease resistance. High �quality parent stock also reduces the need

for corrective interventions during the rearing phase, leading to lower production costs and higher profitability.

Aviagen’s Role in the Broiler Industry

Aviagen is a leading global supplier of poultry genetics, offering a wide range of broiler, layer, and hybrid lines. The

company’s research and development focus on advancing genetic traits through cutting �edge genomics, breeding

technologies, and data analytics. Aviagen’s partnership with Arbor Acres ensures that the parent stock handbook

remains aligned with the latest scientific findings and industry best practices.

Introducing the Arbor Acres Parent Stock Handbook

The arbor acres parent stock handbook aviagenis a detailed manual that covers every aspect of raising and

managing Arbor Acres parent stock. From flock selection and breeding strategies to health management and

record keeping, the handbook provides actionable guidance backed by empirical data and Aviagen’s proprietary

research.

Key Components of the Handbook

•  Genetic Selection Criteria – Defines the traits to prioritize, such as body weight, feed conversion ratio (FCR), 

and carcass composition.

•  Health Management Protocols – Outlines vaccination schedules, biosecurity measures, and disease 

surveillance.

•  Nutrition and Feeding Strategies – Details diet formulations for different life stages, including protein, energy, 



and micronutrient requirements.

•  Housing and Environmental Controls – Provides guidelines on temperature, ventilation, lighting, and space 

allocation.

•  Record Keeping and Performance Metrics – Emphasizes data collection, analysis, and continuous 

improvement.

Genetics and Selection: Building the Foundation

Genetic selection is the cornerstone of any parent stock program. The Arbor Acres parent stock handbook stresses

the importance of a balanced selection approach that incorporates both additive and non �additive genetic effects.

By evaluating performance data over multiple generations, breeders can identify lines that consistently exhibit

superior traits.

Selection Indices

The handbook introduces selection indices that combine multiple traits into a single, weighted score. For example,

an index might balance body weight (30% weight) against FCR (25% weight) and disease resistance (20% weight).

Using such indices ensures that no single trait dominates the breeding program at the expense of overall

performance.

Genomic Tools and Marker-Assisted Selection

Aviagen has integrated genomic tools into the Arbor Acres breeding program. Marker-assisted selection (MAS)

allows breeders to screen for specific DNA markers linked to desirable traits. This accelerates the breeding cycle

and enhances the accuracy of selection decisions.

Health Management: Protecting the Flock

Parent stock health directly impacts the viability of the entire production chain. The handbook outlines a

comprehensive health management protocol that includes routine vaccinations, parasite control, and early disease

detection.

Vaccination Schedule

Vaccines against Newcastle disease, avian influenza, infectious bursal disease, and Marek’s disease are critical

components of the schedule. The handbook recommends a staggered approach, ensuring that birds receive

boosters at appropriate intervals.

Biosecurity Measures

Key biosecurity practices include:

•  Controlled access to the barn and hatchery areas.

•  Mandatory footbaths and protective clothing for personnel.

•  Regular cleaning and disinfection of equipment and housing.

•  Quarantine protocols for new or returning birds.

Monitoring and Early Detection

Regular health checks, coupled with monitoring of mortality and morbidity rates, help detect issues early. The

handbook recommends using electronic health monitoring systems to capture real �time data on temperature,

humidity, and bird behavior.

Nutrition: Fueling Growth and Reproduction



Nutrition is pivotal in maximizing the genetic potential of Arbor Acres parent stock. The handbook provides detailed

feed formulations tailored to each growth phase.

Starter Phase (0–21 Days)

During the starter phase, birds require high protein (18–20%) and energy (3,200–3,400 kcal/kg) to support rapid

growth and feather development. The feed should also be rich in essential amino acids such as lysine and

methionine.

Grower Phase (22–42 Days)

The grower phase focuses on maintaining steady weight gain while optimizing feed conversion. Protein levels are

reduced slightly (17–18%) and energy is increased (3,400–3,600 kcal/kg). Inclusion of functional additives like

probiotics and enzymes can further enhance digestibility.

Layering Phase (43–70 Days)

In the layering phase, the feed composition shifts to support reproductive performance. Calcium and phosphorus

levels are increased to support egg production, while maintaining adequate protein and energy for optimal body

weight.

Housing and Environmental Controls

Proper housing and environmental management ensure that parent stock can thrive and produce high �quality

progeny. The handbook emphasizes the importance of temperature, ventilation, lighting, and space allocation.

Temperature Management

Optimal temperature ranges differ by age. For Arbor Acres parent stock:

•  0–21 days: 32–34 /°C

•  22–42 days: 28–30 /°C

•  43–70 days: 24–26 /°C

Ventilation and Humidity

Good ventilation reduces ammonia buildup and maintains air quality. Relative humidity should stay between 50–

60% to minimize respiratory stress.

Lighting Regimes

Lighting schedules influence growth and reproduction. A typical regime is 23 hours of light during the starter phase,

gradually reducing to 18 hours of light by the end of the layering phase.

Record Keeping and Performance Metrics

Accurate record keeping is essential for tracking progress, making informed breeding decisions, and maintaining

compliance with industry standards. The handbook provides templates and guidelines for data collection.

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)

•  Average daily gain (ADG)

•  Feed conversion ratio (FCR)

•  Mortality rate

•  Carcass yield

•  Reproductive performance (egg production, hatchability)



Data Management Systems

Modern poultry operations benefit from digital data management systems that integrate feeding, health, and

performance data. Aviagen’s platform allows for real �time analytics, predictive modeling, and automated alerts.

Industry Standards and Compliance

Adhering to industry standards ensures market access, animal welfare, and consumer confidence. The Arbor Acres

parent stock handbook references guidelines from organizations such as the American Poultry Association (APA),

the National Chicken Council (NCC), and the Global Animal Health Alliance (GAHA).

Animal Welfare

Key welfare considerations include:

•  Providing adequate space per bird.

•  Ensuring access to clean water and feed.

•  Minimizing handling stress.

•  Implementing humane euthanasia protocols when necessary.

Environmental Sustainability

Reducing the environmental footprint involves optimizing feed efficiency, minimizing waste, and employing

renewable energy sources where possible. The handbook encourages the use of precision farming tools to reduce

resource consumption.

Future Trends in Parent Stock Management

The poultry industry is evolving rapidly, driven by advances in genetics, technology, and consumer preferences.

Several emerging trends are shaping the future of parent stock management.

Genomic Selection and AI Integration

Artificial intelligence (AI) is increasingly used to analyze large genomic datasets, accelerating the identification of

superior breeding candidates. Integration of AI with Aviagen’s genomic tools promises even more precise selection.

Precision Nutrition

Feed formulations are becoming more dynamic, adjusting nutrient levels based on real �time monitoring of bird

growth and health. Precision nutrition improves efficiency and reduces waste.

Blockchain for Traceability

Blockchain technology offers secure, immutable records of genetic lineage, health data, and supply chain

movements. This transparency builds consumer trust and facilitates regulatory compliance.

Climate �Resilient Breeding

Breeding programs are increasingly focused on developing lines that can withstand heat stress, drought, and

emerging diseases. The Arbor Acres parent stock handbook acknowledges these challenges and provides

guidelines for incorporating resilience traits.

Implementing the Handbook: A Step �by �Step Guide

For hatcheries and breeding operations, translating the handbook’s recommendations into practice involves several

key steps.



Step 1: Establish Baseline Data

Collect current performance data on existing parent stock to identify gaps and set realistic improvement targets.

Step 2: Align Breeding Objectives

Define breeding objectives that balance growth, feed efficiency, disease resistance, and welfare.

Step 3: Select Breeding Stock

Use the selection indices and genomic tools outlined in the handbook to choose the most suitable breeding

candidates.

Step 4: Implement Health Protocols

Follow the vaccination, biosecurity, and monitoring guidelines to maintain flock health.

Step 5: Optimize Nutrition

Adjust feed formulations according to the growth phase and genetic profile.

Step 6: Monitor Performance

Track KPIs using the recommended data management systems and adjust management practices as needed.

Step 7: Review and Refine

Conduct annual reviews of breeding outcomes, health records, and environmental metrics to refine strategies.

Case Study: Success Story of an Arbor Acres Hatchery
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