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AQA English Language GCSE 8700: The Ultimate Guide for Students and 
Parents

When it comes to preparing for the GCSE English Language exam, one of the most common questions students

and parents ask is, “What does the AQA 8700 syllabus cover and how can I master it?” The AQA English

Language GCSE (8700) is a comprehensive assessment that tests reading, writing, and communication skills

across a range of texts. This article will walk you through every detail of the 8700 syllabus, the exam structure, key

assessment objectives, and practical revision strategies. By the end, you’ll have a clear roadmap to tackle the exam

with confidence and achieve the grades you desire.

Understanding the AQA 8700 GCSE English Language Syllabus

What Is the AQA 8700 Exam?

The AQA English Language GCSE (8700) is a two-part assessment that examines students’ ability to understand,

interpret, and produce written and spoken language. It is designed for learners aged 14–16, and it is widely used

across the UK as a benchmark for language proficiency. The exam is divided into two main parts:

•  Part A – Reading and Writing (70 minutes)

•  Part B – Speaking and Listening (35 minutes)

Part A is further split into two sub �sections: a Reading and Analysis task and a Writingtask. Part B focuses on oral

communication skills, including a structured presentation and a discussion.

Key Assessment Objectives (AOs)

The AQA 8700 exam is structured around five Assessment Objectives. These AOs provide a clear framework for

what examiners are looking for in each section:

1.  Reading and interpreting texts – Identify and analyse language features, tone, and structure.

2.  Writing for a specific purpose and audience – Produce clear, coherent, and well �structured written work.

3.  Using language effectively – Demonstrate control over vocabulary, grammar, and style.

4.  Speaking and listening for communication – Communicate ideas clearly and respond appropriately.

5.  Using digital technology for language learning – Employ digital tools to enhance language skills (optional).

Each AO is weighted equally, so it’s essential to develop a balanced skill set across reading, writing, and speaking.

Exam Format and Timing

Part A – Reading and Writing (70 Minutes)

Part A begins with a Reading and Analysissection. You’ll read a non �literary text (e.g., a news article,

advertisement, or editorial) and answer a series of questions that test your ability to interpret meaning, identify

language features, and analyse structure. This section is worth 20 marks.

Following the reading task, you’ll move on to the Writingtask. You’ll be given a prompt that requires you to write an

essay, letter, or article. The writing task is worth 30 marks and is designed to assess your ability to produce clear,



well �structured, and engaging text.

Part B – Speaking and Listening (35 Minutes)

Part B tests your oral communication skills. You’ll give a short presentation on a given topic (5–7 minutes) and then

participate in a discussion with a partner or examiner. This section is worth 20 marks and focuses on clarity of

expression, appropriate use of language, and interaction skills.

Exam Day Tips

•  Read the instructions carefully – each section has specific requirements.

•  Allocate time: 20 minutes for reading, 30 minutes for writing, 35 minutes for speaking.

•  Keep a watch or timer to stay on track.

•  Use the 10 �minute break between Part A and Part B wisely – review your writing and plan your presentation.

What Texts Do You Need to Study?

The AQA 8700 syllabus covers a wide range of non �literary texts. Here’s a breakdown of the types of texts you’ll

encounter and key elements to focus on:

1. News Articles

News pieces are the backbone of the reading section. Look for:

•  Headline impact and sub �headlines.

•  Use of facts, statistics, and quotes.

•  Tone and bias.

•  Structure – lead paragraph, body, conclusion.

2. Advertisements

Ads test your ability to identify persuasive language and rhetorical devices:

•  Target audience and appeal strategies.

•  Use of imagery, slogans, and calls to action.

•  Colour, layout, and visual cues (if provided).

3. Editorials and Opinion Pieces

These texts assess your understanding of argumentation and perspective:

•  Thesis statement and supporting arguments.

•  Use of rhetorical devices like ethos, pathos, and logos.

•  Counter �arguments and rebuttals.

4. Reports and Informational Texts

Reports often contain data and structured information:

•  Tables, charts, and infographics.

•  Executive summaries and recommendations.

•  Clear headings and sub �headings.

5. Fictional Excerpts (Optional)

Although the 8700 syllabus focuses on non �literary texts, some exam papers may include short fiction excerpts to

test comprehension and inference. Keep an eye out for narrative voice, character development, and thematic

elements.



Mastering the Writing Task

Writing for the AQA 8700 exam requires a structured approach. Below is a step �by �step guide to help you produce a

high �scoring piece.

Step 1: Understand the Prompt

Read the task carefully. Identify:

•  The purpose – e.g., to inform, persuade, entertain.

•  The audience – who will read your text?

•  The genre – essay, letter, article, or report.

Step 2: Plan Your Structure

Use a quick outline to organise your ideas:

1.  Introduction – Hook, thesis statement.

2.  Body Paragraphs – Each with a clear topic sentence, supporting evidence, and analysis.

3.  Conclusion – Summarise key points, restate thesis, final thought.

Step 3: Write with Purpose

Keep the following in mind:

•  Use clear, concise language appropriate for your audience.

•  Incorporate linking words (e.g., however, moreover, consequently).

•  Show control over grammar and punctuation.

•  Use vocabulary variety without over �complicating.

Step 4: Review and Edit

Leave a few minutes at the end to:

•  Check for spelling and punctuation errors.

•  Ensure coherence and cohesion.

•  Verify that you’ve answered every part of the prompt.

Speaking and Listening – How to Shine

Preparing Your Presentation

Choose a topic from the list provided and plan a 5 �minute talk. Follow this structure:

1.  Opening (30 seconds) – State your topic and hook.

2.  Body (3–4 minutes) – Present main points with supporting evidence.

3.  Conclusion (30 seconds) – Summarise and end with a strong closing statement.

Engaging Your Audience

Use these techniques to keep listeners interested:

•  Ask rhetorical questions.

•  Use gestures and eye contact.

•  Vary your tone and pace.

•  Incorporate relevant anecdotes or statistics.

Participating in the Discussion



During the discussion, aim to:

•  Listen carefully to your partner.

•  Respond thoughtfully and respectfully.

•  Use linking words to connect ideas.

•  Ask clarifying questions if needed.

Effective Revision Strategies for AQA 8700

1. Create a Revision Schedule

Plan your study sessions over the next 6–8 weeks. Allocate more time to weaker areas and review regularly.

2. Practice with Past Papers

Past papers are your best resource. They help you:

•  Understand exam structure.

•  Familiarise with question types.

•  Track your progress through timed practice.

3. Analyse Mark Schemes

Mark schemes reveal what examiners value. Pay attention to:

•  Key phrases and terminology.

•  Common errors to avoid.

•  How points are allocated.

4. Use Digital Tools

Leverage apps and websites to enhance learning:

•  Quizlet for vocabulary flashcards.

•  Google Docs for collaborative writing.

•  Speech �to �Text tools for practising speaking.

5. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can:

•  Provide fresh perspectives on texts.

•  Help you practice speaking.

•  Keep you motivated and accountable.

Sample Revision Checklist

1.  Read and summarise 5 news articles.

2.  Analyse 3 advertisements for persuasive techniques.

3.  Write a 250 �word article on a current issue.

4.  Deliver a 5 �minute presentation on a chosen topic.

5.  Participate in a discussion with a partner.

6.  Complete two past paper reading tasks.

7.  Review and annotate a past paper writing task.

8.  Practice speaking with a tutor or peer.

9.  Use a digital tool to create a vocabulary list.

10.  Self �assess with a mark scheme.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

•  Over �relying on complex vocabulary that you cannot use correctly.

•  Failing to read the entire text before answering questions.

•  Ignoring the word count and time limits.

•  Not planning before writing.

•  Using informal language in formal tasks.

•  Neglecting to proofread for errors.

Resources for AQA 8700 Success

Official AQA Materials

•  AQA Official Syllabus – Download the PDF for the 2024 revision cycle.

•  Past Papers – Available on the AQA website; choose papers from 2019–2023.

•  Mark Schemes – Essential for understanding examiner expectations.
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