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Introduction

For motorcycle enthusiasts who appreciate a blend of Italian styling, sporty performance, and reliable engineering,

the Aprilia SMV750 Dorsoduro stands out as a classic model that captured the hearts of riders between 2008 and

2012. This article serves as a comprehensive resource for anyone looking to understand, maintain, or repair this

iconic bike. From its historical context to detailed service procedures and the best ways to locate the PDF manual

for the 2008–2012 models, we cover everything you need to keep your SMV750 Dorsoduro running smoothly.

What Is the Aprilia SMV750 Dorsoduro?

The Aprilia SMV750 Dorsoduro is a street �legal sportbike that was introduced in the mid �2000s as part of Aprilia’s

“SMV” (Sport Motocicli Veloce) lineup. Designed to bridge the gap between entry �level sportbikes and

high �performance machines, the Dorsoduro offered a balanced mix of power, agility, and everyday practicality. Its

distinctive name—“Dorsoduro,” meaning “hardback” in Italian—reflected the bike’s robust chassis and dynamic

handling characteristics.

Historical Overview: 2008–2012 Models

The 2008–2012 production run marked a significant chapter for the SMV750 Dorsoduro. During these years, Aprilia

refined the bike’s design and incorporated user �friendly features that made it a favorite among commuters and

weekend riders alike. The 2008 model introduced a lightweight aluminum frame, a revised suspension setup, and

updated styling cues that set the stage for the subsequent years. By 2012, the bike had seen minor tweaks in

electronics and ergonomics, but the core architecture remained largely unchanged, preserving the bike’s classic

feel.

Key Specifications and Performance Features

•  Engine: 749 /cc liquid �cooled 4 �stroke, DOHC, 4 valves per cylinder.

•  Power: Approx. 80 /hp at 8,500 /rpm.

•  Torque: 73 /Nm at 6,500 /rpm.

•  Transmission: 6 �speed sequential, chain final drive.

•  Frame: Aluminum twin �beam with a reinforced steel front section.

•  Suspension: Front: telescopic forks; Rear: monoshock with adjustable preload.

•  Brakes: Front: dual 310 /mm discs with ABS; Rear: single 240 /mm disc.

•  Weight: Dry weight around 190 /kg.

•  Fuel Capacity: 18 /L with a 1.5 /L reserve.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting Tips

Like any motorcycle that has seen a decade of use, the SMV750 Dorsoduro can develop a few recurring problems.

Below are the most frequently reported issues, along with practical troubleshooting steps.



•  Engine Misfires: Check spark plugs for fouling, inspect ignition coils, and verify proper valve clearance.

•  Oil Leaks: Inspect the oil filter housing, valve cover gasket, and rear crankcase seal.

•  Suspension Sag: Adjust the preload on the rear monoshock and ensure the front forks are correctly torqued.

•  Electrical Glitches: Verify battery voltage, clean all terminal connections, and inspect the ECU for fault codes.

•  Brake Fade: Replace brake pads, clean rotors, and ensure the ABS module is functioning correctly.

Service and Repair: A Step �by �Step Guide

1.  Preparation: Gather the Aprilia SMV750 Dorsoduro 2008–2012 service repair PDF manual, a torque wrench, 

a set of Allen keys, and the appropriate replacement parts.

2.  Safety First: Park the bike on a stable surface, use wheel chocks, and wear protective gloves.

3.  Engine Oil Change: Drain the old oil, replace the filter, and refill with the manufacturer’s recommended oil 

grade.

4.  Brake System Check: Remove the front and rear calipers, clean the pads, and replace worn components.

5.  Suspension Service: Inspect the fork seals, replace fork oil if necessary, and adjust the rear shock preload.

6.  Electrical Diagnostics: Use a multimeter to test battery voltage and continuity of wiring harnesses.

7.  Engine Tuning: Adjust the carburetor or EFI settings according to the manual’s specifications.

8.  Final Inspection: Tighten all fasteners to the specified torque values, perform a test ride, and monitor for any 

unusual noises or vibrations.

Finding the PDF Manual for Aprilia SMV750 Dorsoduro 2008–2012

Locating the official service repair PDF manual is essential for accurate maintenance. Below are trusted sources

where you can download or purchase the manual.

•  Aprilia Official Website: Visit the Aprilia Services section and search for the SMV750 Dorsoduro PDF.

•  Third �Party Documentation Sites: Websites like Motorcycle Manuals Online or BikeDocs host scanned copies 

of service manuals.

•  Forums and Community Groups: Aprilia enthusiast forums often share links or PDFs, provided they respect 

copyright laws.

•  eBay and Amazon: Physical copies or digital downloads can be purchased from reputable sellers.

Maintenance Schedule and Intervals

Adhering to a regular maintenance schedule extends the life of your SMV750 Dorsoduro. The following table

outlines typical service intervals based on mileage and time.

•  Every 1,000 /km or 6 /months: Check tire pressure, oil level, and chain tension.

•  Every 5,000 /km or 12 /months: Replace engine oil and filter, inspect brake pads, and clean the air filter.

•  Every 10,000 /km or 18 /months: Replace spark plugs, inspect suspension components, and perform a 

comprehensive brake inspection.

•  Every 20,000 /km or 24 /months: Conduct a full mechanical inspection, including valve clearance, camshaft 

timing, and coolant level.

Parts and Suppliers for the SMV750 Dorsoduro

Finding genuine parts ensures that your bike performs at its best. Below are recommended suppliers for key

components.

•  Engine Components: Aprilia OEM parts can be sourced from authorized dealers or the official Aprilia parts 

portal.



•  Brake System: Brands such as Brembo or Akrapovi�Ò�öf`er high �performance pads and rotors compatible with 

the SMV750 Dorsoduro.

•  Suspension Parts: For fork upgrades, consider brands like Öhlins or Showa, which provide aftermarket 

options.

•  Electrical Components: OEM alternators, batteries, and ECU units are available through Aprilia’s service 

network.

•  Accessories: Aftermarket handlebars, seats, and luggage systems can be found on specialty motorcycle 

accessory sites.

DIY Repairs vs Professional Service

While many riders enjoy the satisfaction of a DIY repair, certain tasks are best handled by professionals. Here’s a

quick guide to help you decide.

•  Do it yourself: Routine maintenance such as oil changes, tire rotations, and brake pad replacements are 

typically straightforward.

•  Professional service: Engine rebuilds, high �precision suspension adjustments, and electronic diagnostics often 

require specialized tools and expertise.

•  Hybrid approach: For complex tasks like ECU reflash or fuel injection calibration, a professional can provide 

the necessary diagnostics while you handle simpler mechanical work.

Frequently Asked Questions
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