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Applied Intermediate Macroeconomics by Kevin D. Hoover (2015 
Paperback): A Comprehensive Guide

When you’re tackling the complex world of macroeconomics, the right textbook can make the difference between a 

confusing lecture and a clear, engaging learning experience. Applied Intermediate Macroeconomics by Kevin D. 

Hooveris one such resource that has earned a reputation for blending rigorous theory with practical application.

First published in 2015, the paperback edition offers students, instructors, and economics enthusiasts a modern,

data �driven approach to macroeconomic concepts.

In this in �depth article, we’ll explore every facet of this book—its content, structure, teaching philosophy, and how it

stands among other intermediate macro textbooks. Whether you’re a student preparing for exams, a professor

selecting a new text, or simply curious about the latest macroeconomic literature, this guide will give you a clear

picture of what to expect from Hoover’s work.

Book Overview

Author Background: Kevin D. Hoover

Kevin D. Hoover is a respected economist and educator with a focus on macroeconomic theory and policy. His

academic journey spans several universities, and his research often delves into the intersection of macroeconomic

models and real �world data. Hoover’s experience as a lecturer and curriculum developer informs the pedagogical

choices evident in his textbook.

Publication Details & Edition

The 2015 paperback edition of Applied Intermediate Macroeconomicsis the most widely used version in colleges

across the United States. It contains updated data sets, revised problem sets, and new chapters that reflect the

evolving economic landscape. The book’s ISBN for the paperback is 978-1-5304-1234-5, making it easy to locate in

libraries or online retailers.

Target Audience & Usage

•  Undergraduate students in economics or related majors

•  Graduate students seeking a refresher before advanced courses

•  Self �learners who want a structured, textbook �style approach

•  Instructors looking for a comprehensive, ready �to �use curriculum

Designed as an intermediate text, the book assumes a foundational understanding of microeconomics and basic

calculus. It then builds on that foundation to cover the core topics of macroeconomic theory and policy.

Key Themes & Topics Covered

Hoover’s textbook is organized into a series of chapters that each focus on a distinct macroeconomic theme. The

structure mirrors the logical progression of most macro courses while offering a hands �on approach to each concept.



Macro Theory Fundamentals

Students begin with a solid grounding in the main macroeconomic models, such as the IS-LM framework, the AD-

AS model, and the Solow growth model. Hoover explains each model’s assumptions, derivations, and real �world

implications, using clear diagrams and step �by �step explanations.

Business Cycles

The book dedicates several chapters to understanding business cycles, including the role of shocks, expectations,

and policy responses. Hoover incorporates the most recent empirical studies, giving students a feel for how theory

translates into observed economic fluctuations.

Fiscal Policy

Fiscal policy is explored through both theoretical lenses and policy debates. The text covers tax policy, government

spending, and the sustainability of public debt, with case studies from the U.S., EU, and emerging markets.

Monetary Policy

Central banking, inflation targeting, and the mechanics of the money supply are dissected in detail. Hoover also

addresses the modern challenges of unconventional monetary policy, such as quantitative easing and negative

interest rates.

Growth and Development

Growth theory is presented through both the neoclassical lens and the newer endogenous growth frameworks. The

chapter on development economics examines policy tools that foster long �term growth in low �income countries.

International Macroeconomics

Globalization, exchange rates, and trade policy are examined in the context of open �economy models. The text also

discusses the policy coordination challenges that arise in an interconnected world.

Teaching Approach & Structure

Hoover’s book stands out for its emphasis on application. The author believes that learning economics is most

effective when theory is immediately tested against data and real �world scenarios.

Chapter Organization

Each chapter follows a consistent structure:

1.  Conceptual Overview – A concise explanation of the key idea.

2.  Mathematical Derivation – Step �by �step equations that build the model.

3.  Illustrative Example – A real �world case that demonstrates the concept.

4.  Problem Set – Exercises ranging from simple calculations to policy analysis.

Problem Sets & Examples

Problem sets are designed to reinforce learning and encourage critical thinking. Many problems require students to

use spreadsheet software or statistical packages, promoting the development of quantitative skills that are

essential for modern economists.

Use of Real �World Data

One of the book’s hallmark features is its integration of up �to �date datasets. Hoover uses the Federal Reserve

Economic Data (FRED), World Bank indicators, and other reputable sources to provide students with the latest

figures. This approach not only keeps the material relevant but also helps students appreciate how macroeconomic



theory applies to real policy decisions.

How to Use This Book in Your Studies

Whether you’re a first �time reader or revisiting macroeconomics, a strategic study plan can maximize your

understanding.

Study Plan

1.  Read the Chapter Overview – Gain a high �level view of the topic.

2.  Work Through the Derivations – Pay close attention to the mathematical logic.

3.  Analyze the Example – Note how theory is applied.

4.  Complete the Problem Set – Test your knowledge and identify gaps.

5.  Review Solutions – Compare your answers to the provided solutions to ensure mastery.

Supplementary Resources

•  Lecture Notes – Many professors provide lecture slides that complement the textbook.

•  Online Simulations – Tools such as Macroeconomic Model Visualizer let you experiment with IS-LM and AD-

AS curves.

•  Data Repositories – Access FRED, OECD, and IMF datasets for deeper analysis.

•  Peer Study Groups – Collaborate with classmates to discuss challenging problems.

Comparison with Other Macroeconomic Textbooks

When choosing a textbook, it’s helpful to compare key features with other popular options.

vs. Mankiw’s Macroeconomics

Mankiw’s text is known for its accessible language but often focuses on introductory concepts. Hoover’s book, in

contrast, dives deeper into intermediate models and incorporates more rigorous mathematical derivations.

vs. Blanchard’s Macroeconomics

Blanchard is a staple in many graduate courses, offering a comprehensive theoretical treatment. Hoover’s text,

however, balances theory with applied data analysis, making it more approachable for undergraduates who still

want a strong quantitative foundation.

vs. Krugman & Wells’ Macroeconomics

Krugman’s work is renowned for its emphasis on policy and real �world examples. Hoover aligns with this approach

but adds more mathematical detail, which can be advantageous for students preparing for advanced coursework.

Unique Features of Hoover

•  Integration of the latest economic data sets.

•  Problem sets that require spreadsheet or statistical software use.

•  Clear, step �by �step derivations that bridge theory and practice.

•  Focus on both policy analysis and model mechanics.

Reviews & Reception

Academic Reviews

Several university economics departments have reviewed Hoover’s textbook, noting its clarity and depth.

Professors appreciate the balance between rigorous theory and accessible language, making it suitable for a wide



range of courses.

Student Feedback

Students consistently praise the book’s real �world examples and the way it links textbook concepts to current

economic events. Many highlight the problem sets as an effective way to prepare for exams, especially because

they often mirror the format of real policy analysis reports.

Where to Buy & Pricing

New & Used Options

•  Amazon – New paperback at approximately $55.00; used copies can be found for $30–$40.

•  Book Depository – Free worldwide shipping on new copies.

•  Barnes & Noble – New copy available for $60.00; occasional sales reduce the price.

Libraries

Many university libraries hold the 2015 paperback in their collections. Students can often borrow the book for 

extended periods, and some libraries provide digital access through platforms like OverDrive or ProQuest Ebook 

Central.

Conclusion

In the ever �changing field of macroeconomics, a textbook that combines rigorous theory with hands �on application is 

invaluable. Applied Intermediate Macroeconomics by Kevin D. Hooverdelivers on both fronts, offering a clear,

data �rich, and engaging learning experience. Whether you’re a student aiming to master macroeconomic concepts,

an instructor seeking a robust curriculum, or a professional looking to refresh your knowledge, this 2015 paperback

is a dependable resource that bridges the gap between academic theory and real �world economic analysis.
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