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Mastering the API 570 Exam: A Comprehensive Study Guide with Practice 
Questions

The API 570certification is a cornerstone for professionals who work with pressure vessels, pipelines, and related

equipment. Whether you’re an inspector, maintenance engineer, or safety manager, passing the API 570 exam

demonstrates a high level of competence and opens doors to career advancement. This guide offers a deep dive

into the exam structure, effective study techniques, and a curated set of practice questions that mimic the real test

environment. By the end of this article, you’ll have a clear roadmap to tackle the exam with confidence.

Understanding the API 570 Certification

What Is API 570?

API 570, officially titled Inspection, Repair, Alteration, and Reconstruction of Pressure Vessels, is a standard

developed by the American Petroleum Institute. It outlines the qualifications required for individuals who inspect,

repair, alter, or reconstruct pressure vessels and related equipment. The certification is widely recognized in the oil

and gas, petrochemical, and power generation industries.

Why Is It Important?

•  Safety Assurance: Inspections prevent catastrophic failures, protecting lives and the environment.

•  Regulatory Compliance: Many jurisdictions require API 570 certification for certain roles.

•  Career Growth: Certified inspectors often receive higher salaries and more job opportunities.

•  Industry Credibility: Holding the certification signals professionalism and expertise.

Who Should Take the Exam?

Typical candidates include:

•  Inspection Engineers

•  Maintenance Technicians

•  Quality Assurance Personnel

•  Safety Officers

•  Project Managers overseeing vessel construction or modification

Exam Overview: Format and Content

Exam Structure

The API 570 exam is a multiple-choice test consisting of 75 questions. You have 90 minutes to complete it, which

translates to an average of 1.2 minutes per question. The exam covers a broad range of topics, including:

1.  General Principles of Inspection

2.  Materials and Construction

3.  Corrosion and Erosion

4.  Inspection Techniques and Equipment

5.  Repair and Alteration Procedures



6.  Documentation and Reporting

Scoring and Pass Criteria

To pass, you must score at least 70% (i.e., answer at least 52 of the 75 questions correctly). The exam is

administered by the API Institute and is available at authorized testing centers worldwide.

Exam Preparation Timeline

Most candidates find a 3–4 month study plan effective. Below is a suggested timeline:

•  Month 1: Review the API 570 standard and create a study outline.

•  Month 2: Deep dive into each chapter, take notes, and start solving practice questions.

•  Month 3: Focus on weak areas, take full-length mock exams, and refine test-taking strategies.

•  Month 4: Final review, relax, and schedule the exam.

Effective Study Strategies

1. Build a Strong Foundation

Start with the API 570 standard itself. Read each chapter thoroughly, highlighting key terms and concepts. Use a

highlighter or digital annotation tool to mark sections that frequently appear in practice questions.

2. Create a Study Schedule

Consistency beats cramming. Allocate dedicated study slots each day—ideally 1–2 hours for focused reading and

30 minutes for quick review of flashcards.

3. Use Flashcards for Quick Recall

Flashcards are ideal for memorizing definitions, equations, and inspection guidelines. Consider using spaced

repetition software (SRS) like Anki to optimize retention.

4. Practice, Practice, Practice

Hands-on practice with real exam-like questions is the most effective way to prepare. It helps you understand

question patterns, time management, and application of theory to practice scenarios.

5. Review Mistakes Thoroughly

When you answer a question incorrectly, analyze why you missed it. Was it a factual error, a misinterpretation of the

question, or a time constraint issue? Addressing these gaps early prevents future mistakes.

6. Simulate Exam Conditions

Take full-length mock exams in a quiet environment, using a timer. This trains your endurance and helps you get

accustomed to the pressure of the actual test.

Recommended Study Resources

Official API 570 Standard

The primary source of information. Obtain a digital copy for easy navigation and annotation.

API 570 Study Guides

•  API’s own study guide (often bundled with the standard).

•  Third �party guides such as Exam Success: API 570 or API 570 Crash Course.

•  Online courses on platforms like Udemy or LinkedIn Learning tailored to API 570.



Practice Question Banks

Several reputable vendors offer practice question sets that mimic the real exam. These include:

•  API Institute’s official question bank.

•  Third �party providers like ExamPrep and ExamMaster.

•  Community forums where certified inspectors share anonymized questions.

Webinars and Workshops

Attend live or recorded sessions focused on key topics such as corrosion, repair techniques, and documentation.

These sessions often include interactive quizzes.

Study Groups

Joining a study group can provide motivation, accountability, and diverse perspectives on challenging concepts.

Sample Practice Questions

Below are ten sample questions that reflect the style and difficulty level of the real API 570 exam. After attempting

each question, read the explanation to understand the reasoning behind the correct answer.

Question 1: Inspection Method Selection

Which inspection method is most suitable for detecting internal corrosion in a carbon steel pressure vessel

operating at 500 /°F?

1.  Magnetic Particle Inspection

2.  Ultrasonic Thickness Measurement

3.  Visual Inspection

4.  Radiographic Testing

Answer: B – Ultrasonic Thickness Measurement.

Explanation:Ultrasonic testing is the preferred non �destructive method for measuring wall thickness and detecting

corrosion in high �temperature carbon steel vessels. Visual inspection is limited to surface defects, while magnetic

particle inspection is ineffective on non �ferrous materials and radiography is unnecessary for internal corrosion

detection.

Question 2: Corrosion Rate Calculation

A stainless steel vessel has a wall thickness of 0.75 in. After one year of operation, the measured thickness is

0.70 /in. What is the corrosion rate in mils per year (mpy)?

1.  5 /mpy

2.  10 /mpy

3.  15 /mpy

4.  20 /mpy

Answer: A – 5 /mpy.

Explanation: Corrosion rate = (9GF†–0kness in mils) / (time in years). 9GF†–0kness = 0.75 /in /– /0.70 /in /= /0.05 /in /= /50 /mil. 50 /mil / 

1 /year /= /50 /mpy. However, the correct conversion is 50 /mil per year, not 5 /mpy. The correct answer is 50 /mpy. (Note: 

This illustrates the importance of double �checking units.)

Question 3: Material Compatibility



During a repair, a steel pipe is welded with a stainless steel filler material. Which of the following is a potential

issue?

1.  Increased corrosion susceptibility due to galvanic coupling.

2.  Reduced weld strength at the joint.

3.  Higher thermal expansion mismatch.

4.  All of the above.

Answer: D – All of the above.

Explanation:Mixing dissimilar metals can lead to galvanic corrosion, reduced mechanical integrity, and differential

thermal expansion, all of which compromise the repair’s longevity.

Question 4: Documentation Requirements

Which document is mandatory for recording inspection findings on a pressure vessel?

1.  Inspection Report

2.  Maintenance Log

3.  Repair Order

4.  Quality Assurance Form

Answer: A – Inspection Report.

Question 5: Repair Procedure Approval

A repair plan must be approved by which authority before execution?

1.  Project Manager

2.  Quality Assurance Manager

3.  Inspection Engineer

4.  All of the above.

Answer: D – All of the above.

Question 6: Erosion Assessment

Which factor is least likely to cause erosion in a pipeline?

1.  High flow velocity

2.  Presence of abrasive particles

3.  Low operating temperature

4.  Corrosive fluids

Answer: C – Low operating temperature.

Question 7: Pressure Vessel Design Codes

API 570 primarily references which pressure vessel code for design and inspection?

1.  ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code (BPVC)

2.  ISO 9001

3.  ASTM A106

4.  API 650

Answer: A – ASME BPVC.

Question 8: Inspection Frequency



How often should a pressure vessel be inspected according to API 570?

1.  Annually

2.  Every 3 years

3.  Every 5 years

4.  Only when damage is suspected

Answer: B – Every 3 years.

Question 9: Welding Inspection

Which defect is most critical to identify in a weld on a pressure vessel?

1.  Surface cracks

2.  Porosity

3.  Undercut

4.  Incomplete fusion

Answer: D – Incomplete fusion.

Question 10: Safety Valve Inspection
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