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Introduction

For high �school students aiming to excel in college admissions, the AP English Language and Composition 

course descriptionis more than a syllabus—it's a roadmap to advanced critical thinking, persuasive writing, and a

deeper appreciation of the written word. This course, part of the Advanced Placement (AP) program offered by the

College Board, challenges students to analyze diverse texts, craft sophisticated arguments, and develop a nuanced

understanding of language’s power in society. Whether you’re a prospective AP student, a parent looking to support

a child’s academic journey, or a teacher preparing to guide a class, this guide will walk you through every facet of

the AP English Language and Composition curriculum, from core objectives to study strategies and beyond.

Course Overview

The AP English Language and Composition course is designed for students who have already mastered the basics

of reading, writing, and literary analysis. It focuses on non �fiction texts—including essays, speeches, news articles,

and social media—to hone skills in rhetorical analysis, argumentative writing, and research. The course aligns with

the College Board’s AP English Language and Composition Course and Exam Description, which outlines the

essential content areas, skill sets, and assessment methods.

What Makes This Course Unique?

•  Real �World Application: Students evaluate how language shapes public discourse, media narratives, and 

cultural values.

•  Evidence �Based Writing: Emphasis on constructing arguments supported by textual evidence, data, and 

scholarly sources.

•  Interdisciplinary Connections: Integration of history, politics, and sociology to contextualize texts.

•  College �Ready Skills: Preparation for the AP exam and college �level English courses.

Course Objectives

At the end of the course, students should be able to:

1.  Analyze rhetorical strategies in a variety of texts.

2.  Craft clear, concise, and persuasive essays that address complex questions.

3.  Use evidence from primary and secondary sources to support arguments.

4.  Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between language, culture, and power.

5.  Apply critical reading skills to interpret and evaluate diverse media forms.

Curriculum Breakdown

The AP English Language and Composition curriculum is organized into four interconnected strands: Rhetorical

Analysis, Argumentation, Research, and Writing. Each strand is interwoven throughout the semester, providing a

comprehensive learning experience.

1. Rhetorical Analysis

Students dissect how authors use ethos, pathos, and logos to influence readers. They learn to identify persuasive



techniques such as diction, imagery, and rhetorical questions.

2. Argumentation

Focus on constructing well �structured arguments that respond to prompts. Students practice developing thesis

statements, supporting claims, and addressing counterarguments.

3. Research

Students gather, evaluate, and synthesize information from reputable sources. They learn citation styles, plagiarism

avoidance, and how to integrate research into their writing.

4. Writing

From drafting to revising, students refine their writing mechanics, style, and voice. The emphasis is on clarity,

coherence, and effective transitions.

Key Topics Covered

•  Rhetorical Devices: Metaphor, hyperbole, irony, and more.

•  Textual Analysis: Close reading and interpretation.

•  Argument Structure: Claim, evidence, reasoning, and counterclaim.

•  Audience and Purpose: Tailoring language to specific readers.

•  Ethics of Persuasion: Recognizing bias and propaganda.

•  Digital Literacy: Evaluating online sources and multimedia content.

•  Revision Techniques: Peer review, self �editing, and feedback incorporation.

Assessment and Grading

The AP English Language and Composition course uses a combination of formative and summative assessments

to gauge student progress.

In �Class Assignments

Weekly reading responses, rhetorical analysis essays, and group discussions provide continuous feedback.

Midterm and Final Exams

These exams test comprehension and analytical skills through multiple �choice and essay questions.

AP Exam Preparation

Students practice the AP exam’s two sections: a multiple �choice section and an essay section. The essay portion

includes a rhetorical analysis task and an argumentative essay.

Study Strategies for Success

Mastering the AP English Language and Composition course requires deliberate practice, time management, and

a growth mindset. Here are proven strategies to help students thrive.

1. Build a Reading Habit

Read widely—magazines, editorials, academic articles, and classic speeches. This expands vocabulary and

exposes students to varied rhetorical styles.

2. Practice Rhetorical Analysis Daily

Take a paragraph from a news article or a short speech and identify the author’s persuasive techniques. Record



observations in a journal.

3. Develop a Thesis �First Writing Habit

Before drafting an essay, craft a clear thesis statement. This anchors the argument and guides the selection of

evidence.

4. Use Graphic Organizers

Tools such as argument maps and evidence charts help organize thoughts and ensure logical flow.

5. Engage in Peer Review

Collaborative feedback exposes students to diverse perspectives and uncovers potential weaknesses.

6. Time Management

Allocate specific blocks for reading, note �taking, drafting, and revising. Use a study calendar to track deadlines.

7. Review Past AP Essays

Analyze high �scoring sample essays to understand what examiners value: clarity, depth of analysis, and precise

language.

Resources for Students and Teachers

Below is a curated list of resources to support learning, from official AP materials to supplemental tools.

Official AP Resources

•  College Board AP English Language and Composition Course and Exam Description

•  Past Exam Questions and Scoring Guidelines

•  AP Classroom Platform for practice and feedback

Textbooks and Companion Guides

•  “Rhetoric: The Art of Persuasion” by Richard Johnson

•  “The Elements of Style” by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White

•  “The AP English Language and Composition Handbook” by the College Board

Online Platforms

•  Grammarly for grammar and style checks

•  Turnitin for plagiarism detection

•  Google Scholar for research sourcing

•  ReadWriteThink for interactive writing activities

Study Groups and Tutoring

•  Form or join a study group to discuss readings and practice essays.

•  Seek tutoring services—many schools offer AP coaching.

•  Use online tutoring platforms like Khan Academy and Coursera for supplementary lessons.

Benefits of Taking the AP English Language and Composition Course

Beyond the AP exam, this course equips students with lifelong skills.

College Credit and Placement

Many universities award credit or advanced placement for a passing AP score, reducing course load and tuition



costs.

Critical Thinking

Students learn to evaluate arguments, detect bias, and construct logical reasoning—skills valuable in every

discipline.

Effective Communication

Proficiency in persuasive writing and public speaking enhances career prospects in fields such as law, journalism,

business, and public policy.

Digital Literacy

Assessing online sources and understanding media influence prepares students for the information �rich digital world.

Confidence and Academic Rigor

The AP experience fosters resilience, self �discipline, and a growth mindset that translates to future academic

challenges.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While the AP English Language and Composition course is rewarding, students often face specific hurdles.

1. Managing Volume of Reading

Solution: Prioritize texts based on assignment relevance and use skimming techniques for less critical readings.

2. Writing Under Time Constraints

Solution: Practice timed essays, focus on thesis development, and outline before drafting.

3. Integrating Sources Seamlessly

Solution: Use signal phrases and proper citation styles; practice blending evidence into narrative flow.

4. Understanding Rhetorical Analysis Terms

Solution: Create a glossary of rhetorical devices and review examples regularly.

Sample AP Exam Essay Prompt

While the actual exam varies, here’s a typical prompt to illustrate the level of analysis required:

“In the essay, you will analyze the rhetorical strategies used by a public figure to persuade their audience on a

social issue. Identify at least three rhetorical devices, explain how they contribute to the speaker’s overall argument,

and evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies in achieving the intended purpose.”

To succeed, students should: read the passage carefully, identify the speaker’s purpose, analyze the use of

ethos, pathos, and logos, and assess the overall impact on the audience.

Preparing for the AP Exam: A Step �by �Step Guide

1.  Review the Exam Format: Familiarize yourself with the multiple �choice section and essay requirements.

2.  Practice with Past Exams: Work through previous question sets to understand pacing and question patterns.

3.  Develop a Writing Toolkit: Create a list of persuasive techniques, transition phrases, and evidence �integration 

strategies.



4.  Simulate Exam Conditions: Time yourself on practice essays to build stamina.

5.  Seek Feedback: Have teachers or peers critique your essays, focusing on clarity and depth of analysis.

6.  Review Scoring Rubrics: Understand how examiners evaluate essays—look for thesis strength, evidence 

quality, and organization.

What to Expect in Your AP English Language and Composition Class

Classes typically follow a balanced mix of lecture, discussion, and hands �on writing activities. A typical week might

include:

•  Monday: Rhetorical analysis of a recent news article.

•  Tuesday: Writing workshop focusing on argumentative essay structure.

•  Wednesday: Group discussion on media bias.

•  Thursday: Research methods seminar.

•  Friday: Peer review session and reflection.

Conclusion
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