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Introduction

Every year, high school students across the United States face the daunting challenge of the Advanced Placement
(AP) English Language and Composition exam. Among the many components of this rigorous assessment, the AP
English Language and Composition 2009 responsestands out as a pivotal element that can significantly
influence a student’s final score. Whether you're a teacher preparing students for the exam, a student seeking to
sharpen your essay-writing skills, or an educator researching historical exam formats, understanding the nuances
of the 2009 response is essential.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the structure, expectations, and strategies surrounding the 2009
response. We'll dive into sample prompts, analyze exemplary essays, highlight common pitfalls, and provide
actionable tips to help you master the art of crafting a compelling response. By the end of this article, you'll have a
clear roadmap to navigate the AP English Language and Composition exam with confidence and precision.

Overview of AP English Language and Composition (2009)

History of the Exam

The AP English Language and Composition exam was first introduced in 1982, with the goal of allowing high
school students to demonstrate advanced proficiency in reading, writing, and critical analysis. Over the years, the
exam has evolved, reflecting changes in educational standards and testing technology. The 2009 iteration, in
particular, marked a period of refinement in the essay components, emphasizing analytical depth and rhetorical
insight.

Format in 2009

The 2009 exam comprised two main sections: multiple-choice and free-response. The free-response portion
consisted of three essays: one reading passage analysis, one rhetorical analysis, and one response to a prompt
(the 2009 response). Each essay was scored on a scale of 0 to 9, with the overall score reflecting a blend of
content, organization, style, and mechanics. The response essay required students to analyze a given text and
produce an argument that demonstrated critical thinking and textual evidence.

Understanding the 2009 Response Prompt

Types of Responses

In the 2009 exam, the response prompt was designed to assess a student’s ability to interpret a text, construct a
coherent argument, and employ effective rhetorical strategies. The prompt typically involved a passage—often a
prose excerpt or a piece of persuasive writing—followed by a question that asked students to analyze the author’s
purpose, audience, or rhetorical devices.

Sample Prompt

While the exact prompt from the 2009 exam is proprietary, a representative example might read: “Examine how the
author uses rhetorical strategies to persuade the audience about the necessity of social reform. Provide a thesis
that outlines your argument and support it with specific evidence from the passage.”



Students were expected to respond in a structured essay format, presenting a clear thesis, multiple body
paragraphs with evidence, and a concise conclusion. The prompt required a blend of close reading and broader
contextual analysis.

Analyzing the 2009 Response Essay

Structure

The ideal response essay follows a classic five-paragraph structure:

« Introduction — Presents the thesis and sets the stage.

e Body Paragraph 1 — Discusses the first rhetorical strategy.

* Body Paragraph 2 — Explores the second strategy.

¢ Body Paragraph 3 — Covers the third strategy.

¢ Conclusion — Summarizes the argument and reinforces the thesis.

Each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that clearly ties back to the thesis, followed by evidence and
analysis that demonstrates how the author’s choices influence the reader.

Thesis, Evidence, Analysis

A strong thesis in the 2009 response is specific and arguable. Instead of a generic statement like “the author is
persuasive,” a thesis might assert, “the author employs pathos, ethos, and logos to effectively convince readers of
the urgent need for reform.”

Evidence should be drawn directly from the passage, using quotation marks and proper citation. Analysis is where
the student explains the significance of each piece of evidence, linking it back to the overarching argument. This
demonstrates a deep understanding of the text and showcases critical thinking skills.

Common Mistakes in 2009 Responses

Content Issues

e Focusing on surface-level observations rather than deeper rhetorical analysis.
e Misinterpreting the author’s intent or audience.
¢ Including irrelevant or tangential information that dilutes the argument.

Organizational Flaws

e Skipping a clear thesis or providing an overly broad statement.
» Lack of logical flow between paragraphs.
* Repetitive or redundant points that waste time and space.

Language and Mechanics

e Frequent grammatical errors or awkward phrasing.
¢ Overuse of passive voice or complex sentence structures that hinder clarity.
¢ Inconsistent tense usage or pronoun confusion.

Strategies for Success

Preparation Tips

1. Familiarize yourself with past AP essays and scoring rubrics.
2. Practice close reading of diverse texts, noting rhetorical devices.
3. Develop a template for structuring essays quickly under time constraints.



4. Use a checklist to ensure every paragraph includes a topic sentence, evidence, and analysis.

Practice Resources

e College Board’s official practice exams.

¢ AP Classroom’s free-response analysis tools.

¢ Online essay scoring rubrics for AP English Language and Composition.
e Peer review groups or writing workshops that focus on rhetorical analysis.

Sample 2009 Response Essay

Full Essay with Analysis

Introduction

In “The Call for Reform,” the author skillfully blends pathos, ethos, and logos to compel readers toward immediate
social change. By weaving personal anecdotes with authoritative data and moral appeals, the writer not only
informs but also emotionally engages the audience, thereby creating a persuasive narrative that demands action.

Body Paragraph 1 — Pathos

The author’s opening anecdote about a child’s plight in an overcrowded school instantly humanizes the issue. This
vivid image elicits empathy, setting the emotional tone for the essay. The strategic use of sensory details—"the
stench of stale textbooks” and “the echo of distant laughter"—creates a visceral connection that compels readers to
feel the urgency of reform.

Body Paragraph 2 — Ethos

To establish credibility, the author cites reputable sources such as the National Education Association and a peer-
reviewed study published in the Journal of Social Policy. By referencing these authorities, the writer demonstrates
expertise and reliability, thereby strengthening the argument’'s trustworthiness. The inclusion of a personal
credential—“as a former teacher with 15 years of experience”—further enhances ethos.

Body Paragraph 3 —Logos

The author presents compelling statistics: “According to recent data, 63% of students in underfunded districts score
below the national average.” These figures provide logical evidence that underscores the necessity of reform. The
writer also employs comparative analysis, contrasting the current state with successful models from other states,
thereby illustrating a clear path forward.

Conclusion

By artfully combining emotional resonance, credible authority, and logical reasoning, the author constructs a
persuasive argument that not only informs but also motivates. The call for reform is not merely a suggestion; it is an
urgent imperative that demands immediate attention from policymakers and the broader community.

Analysis of the Sample

* The essay follows a coherent structure, with each paragraph dedicated to a distinct rhetorical device.
¢ The thesis is specific, stating exactly which strategies are used and their impact.

e Evidence is directly quoted and meticulously analyzed.

e The conclusion effectively ties back to the thesis, reinforcing the central argument.

Tips for Writing the Response



Planning

Before you start writing, spend a few minutes outlining your essay. ldentify the key rhetorical strategies in the
passage and decide how each will support your thesis. A quick outline will keep your writing focused and prevent
you from going off track.

Drafting

When drafting, aim for clarity and conciseness. Avoid overly complex sentences that can confuse the reader. Use

”

transition words such as “however,” “therefore,” and “in addition” to guide the reader through your argument.

Revising

After completing your first draft, take a short break before revising. Focus on tightening sentences, eliminating
redundancies, and ensuring that every paragraph directly supports the thesis. Check for grammatical errors and
correct any inconsistencies in tense or pronoun usage.

Time Management

Allocate roughly 20 minutes for planning, 25 minutes for drafting, and 5 minutes for revising. This balanced
approach ensures you produce a polished essay within the exam’s time constraints.

Conclusion

The AP English Language and Composition 2009 responseis a critical component that tests a student’s ability
to read closely, analyze rhetorically, and write persuasively. By mastering the structure of a strong essay,
understanding the nuances of rhetorical strategies, and avoiding common pitfalls, students can elevate their
performance on this challenging prompt.

Remember that success in the 2009 response—and in any AP English exam—hinges on diligent preparation,
thoughtful analysis, and disciplined practice. Use the strategies and resources outlined above to refine your skills,
and approach the exam with confidence knowing that you are equipped to craft an insightful, compelling argument
that meets the highest academic standards.
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