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Introduction

Every AP Biology student knows that mastering the content of each chapter is essential for a strong exam score. 

Chapter 6, which covers cellular respiration and photosynthesis, is a cornerstone of the curriculum because it 

connects the processes of energy capture, conversion, and utilization in living organisms. Students often find 

themselves searching for ap biology chapter 6 test answersin an effort to verify their understanding and identify

gaps. This guide not only provides a curated set of high �quality test answers but also offers comprehensive

explanations, study strategies, and practical tips to help you internalize the concepts and perform confidently on the

AP exam.

Overview of AP Biology Chapter 6

Chapter 6 of the AP Biology curriculum dives into the biochemical pathways that sustain life. The chapter is divided 

into two major themes: photosynthesis, the process by which autotrophs convert light energy into chemical energy, 

and cellular respiration, the mechanism by which cells harvest energy from organic molecules. Understanding the

interplay between these processes is crucial for answering both conceptual and quantitative questions on the AP

exam.

Key Concepts Covered in Chapter 6

•  Light �dependent reactions and the role of chlorophyll

•  The Calvin–Benson cycle and carbon fixation

•  Structure and function of the electron transport chain in mitochondria and chloroplasts

•  Proton gradients, chemiosmosis, and ATP synthesis

•  Glycolysis, the citric acid cycle (Krebs cycle), and oxidative phosphorylation

•  Fermentation pathways and their ecological significance

•  Regulation of metabolic pathways (feedback inhibition, allosteric control)

•  Energy calculations: ATP yield, free energy changes, and efficiency

•  Comparative analysis of autotrophic and heterotrophic energy strategies

Common Test Questions & Sample Answers

1. Which of the following best describes the function of the ATP synthase enzyme?

Answer:ATP synthase uses the proton gradient generated by the electron transport chain to synthesize ATP from

ADP and inorganic phosphate. The enzyme rotates as protons flow back into the mitochondrial matrix, coupling the

movement of protons to the phosphorylation of ADP.

2. During the light �dependent reactions of photosynthesis, what is the primary source of 
electrons?

Answer:Water (H ‚O) is oxidized to provide electrons, releasing oxygen as a byproduct. The electrons travel

through photosystem II, then through the electron transport chain, and finally reduce NADP z to NADPH.

3. A cell performs glycolysis and then enters the citric acid cycle. How many ATP molecules are 



produced directly from the citric acid cycle?

Answer:The citric acid cycle directly produces 1 ATP (or GTP) per turn of the cycle. Since each glucose molecule

generates two acetyl �CoA molecules, the cycle yields 2 ATP per glucose.

4. Which of the following is NOT a component of the electron transport chain in mitochondria?

Answer:Cytochrome c oxidase is a component of the mitochondrial ETC, but the answer choices include a protein

that is not part of the chain, such as ribosomal RNA. The correct answer is the non �electron �transport protein.

5. In the Calvin cycle, which enzyme catalyzes the first step of carbon fixation?

Answer:Ribulose �1,5 �bisphosphate carboxylase/oxygenase (RuBisCO) catalyzes the carboxylation of

ribulose �1,5 �bisphosphate (RuBP), attaching CO ‚ to form two molecules of 3 �phosphoglycerate.

6. What is the net yield of ATP from the complete oxidation of one glucose molecule via aerobic 
respiration?

Answer:Approximately 30–32 ATP molecules are produced per glucose when all pathways (glycolysis, the citric

acid cycle, and oxidative phosphorylation) operate efficiently.

7. Which of the following best explains the role of NADH in oxidative phosphorylation?

Answer:NADH donates electrons to the electron transport chain, enabling the pumping of protons across the

inner mitochondrial membrane and ultimately driving ATP synthesis via chemiosmosis.

8. During fermentation, which molecule is the final electron acceptor?

Answer:In alcoholic fermentation, NAD z is regenerated by converting pyruvate into ethanol, while in lactic acid

fermentation, NAD z is regenerated by reducing pyruvate to lactate.

9. Which of the following statements best describes the relationship between photosynthesis and 
cellular respiration?

Answer:Photosynthesis captures solar energy and stores it in carbohydrates, while cellular respiration releases

that stored energy as ATP for cellular work. The two processes are complementary and form a closed energy cycle

in ecosystems.

10. Why is the proton motive force essential for ATP synthesis?

Answer:The proton motive force creates an electrochemical gradient across the inner mitochondrial membrane.

ATP synthase harnesses this gradient to rotate and catalyze the formation of ATP from ADP and inorganic

phosphate.

Strategies for Mastering Chapter 6

Understanding the Flow of Metabolism

Visualizing the sequence of reactions—from glucose uptake to ATP production—helps cement the causal

relationships between enzymes, substrates, and products. Create a flowchart that links glycolysis, the citric acid

cycle, and oxidative phosphorylation, labeling the key intermediates and energy carriers (ATP, NADH, FADH ‚).

Diagramming Pathways

Sketching the light �dependent reactions and the Calvin cycle on a whiteboard or paper can reveal the spatial

organization of chloroplasts and mitochondria. Highlight the sites of proton pumping, electron carriers, and ATP

synthesis to reinforce the mechanistic details.



Practice with Multiple Choice

AP Biology exams heavily rely on multiple �choice questions that test conceptual understanding and data

interpretation. Use past AP exam questions and the official AP Biology practice test to gauge your proficiency.

Focus on questions that require you to analyze graphs, predict outcomes, or explain biochemical pathways.

Using Flashcards

Flashcards are ideal for memorizing enzyme names, reaction steps, and key terms. Digital tools like Anki allow

spaced repetition, ensuring that you retain information over long periods. Include both definitions and example

questions on each card.

Calculating Energy Yields

AP Biology often asks you to calculate the ATP yield of a given pathway or to compare efficiencies. Practice

converting chemical equations into ATP numbers, and remember that oxidative phosphorylation is the most

efficient step.

Connecting to Ecosystems

Understanding how cellular respiration and photosynthesis influence ecosystem energy flow enhances your ability

to answer scenario �based questions. Consider the roles of autotrophs, heterotrophs, and decomposers in carbon

cycling.

Reviewing Regulatory Mechanisms

Regulation is a recurring theme in AP Biology. Focus on feedback inhibition, allosteric control, and hormonal

regulation of metabolic pathways. Knowing how cells balance energy production with demand will help you answer

questions about metabolic disorders or environmental adaptations.

Frequently Asked Questions

•  What is the best way to remember the steps of the Calvin cycle? Rehearse the “3 �step” mnemonic: 

Carboxylation, Reduction, Regeneration. Each step involves specific enzymes and yields intermediates that feed 

into the next cycle.

•  How can I differentiate between aerobic and anaerobic respiration? Aerobic respiration uses oxygen as the 

final electron acceptor and yields ~30–32 ATP per glucose, whereas anaerobic respiration (fermentation) uses 

alternative acceptors (e.g., pyruvate) and yields only 2 ATP.

•  Why do plants release oxygen during photosynthesis? Oxygen is a byproduct of water oxidation in 

photosystem II, where water molecules are split to provide electrons for the electron transport chain.

•  Which enzyme is considered the rate �limiting step of glycolysis? Phosphofructokinase �1 (PFK �1) controls the 

conversion of fructose �6 �phosphate to fructose �1,6 �bisphosphate, making it the key regulatory point.

•  How does the proton gradient drive ATP synthesis? The gradient creates a potential energy difference that 

ATP synthase converts into mechanical rotation, facilitating the phosphorylation of ADP.

Conclusion
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