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Answers to Your HSA Plan Questions: CYMCdn Guide

Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) have become an essential component of many Americans’ financial planning
strategies. Whether you're a seasoned HSA owner or just discovering how this tool can benefit you, you'll likely
have a handful of questions. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll answer the most common HSA plan questions,
covering everything from eligibility and contributions to tax advantages and the best ways to use your funds. By the
end, you'll have a clear understanding of how to make the most of your HSA and why it's a smart addition to your
financial toolkit. Let’s dive in.

What Is an HSA and How Does It Work?

An HSA is a tax advantaged savings account designed to help individuals cover medical expenses that aren’t
covered by insurance. The account is paired with a high deductible health plan (HDHP), and the money you
contribute is deducted from your taxable income, reducing your overall tax burden.

» Tax free contributions: Contributions are made pre tax, which means you get an immediate tax break.
e Tax free growth: The money in the account grows without being taxed.
e Tax free withdrawals: Funds used for qualified medical expenses are withdrawn tax free.

Because the account is owned by you, not your employer, the funds roll over year after year, making HSAs a
powerful long term savings vehicle for future healthcare costs.

Eligibility Requirements

To open an HSA, you must meet the following criteria:

1. Enroll in a high deductible health plan (HDHP): The plan must meet the IRS minimum deductible and
maximum out of pocket limits for the year.

2. No other health coverage: You cannot be covered by a non HDHP plan, Medicare, or any other health
insurance that pays for medical expenses.

3. No claim of being a dependent: You must not be claimed as a dependent on someone else’s tax return.

4. Not enrolled in Medicare: If you're 65 or older and enrolled in Medicare, you cannot open an HSA.

Once you meet these requirements, you can open an HSA with a bank, credit union, or insurance company that

offers the account. Many employers also provide HSA administration as part of their benefits package.

Contribution Limits and How They're Determined

The IRS sets annual contribution limits for HSAs. For 2024, the limits are:

« Individual coverage: $4,150
» Family coverage: $8,300

If you're 55 or older, you can make an additional “catch up” contribution of $1,000. These limits apply to the
combined total of employee and employer contributions. It's essential to keep track of your contributions to avoid
over contributing, which could result in tax penalties.



How to Maximize Your Contributions

Here are a few strategies to help you reach the maximum limit:

e Set up automatic payroll deductions: If your employer offers HSA contributions, enroll in automatic payroll
deductions for a consistent savings stream.

« Make after tax contributions: Some HSA providers allow you to contribute after tax money and then claim a
deduction on your tax return.

e Contribute throughout the year: Rather than waiting until the end of the year, spread your contributions to
avoid a sudden financial hit.

Tax Advantages of an HSA

HSAs offer a triple tax advantage:

1. Pre tax contributions: Reduces your taxable income.
2. Tax free growth: Investment earnings are not taxed.
3. Tax free withdrawals: Funds used for qualified medical expenses are withdrawn without tax.

Because of these benefits, HSAs are often compared to Roth IRAs and 401(k)s, but with a focus on healthcare
expenses. If you plan to use your HSA as a retirement savings vehicle, you can withdraw funds for non medical
expenses after age 65, paying only ordinary income tax, similar to a traditional IRA.

Qualified Medical Expenses

Qualified medical expenses include:

e Doctor visits, hospital stays, and prescription drugs.

¢ Dental and vision care, including glasses and contact lenses.

e Chiropractic services, acupuncture, and other alternative therapies.

e Long term care insurance premiums and certain health-related expenses.

It's essential to keep receipts and documentation in case the IRS requires proof of qualified expenses.

Using Your HSA: Best Practices and Tips

Once you have funds in your HSA, you can use them in several ways to maximize your savings:

1. Pay out of pocket costs directly: Use your HSA debit card or check to pay for medical bills, reducing your
immediate cash flow burden.

2. Invest the balance: Many HSA providers offer investment options, such as mutual funds or ETFs, allowing
your money to grow over time.

3. Save for future healthcare costs: Consider using your HSA as a long term savings vehicle for future medical
expenses, especially during retirement.

4. Use for non medical expenses after 65: After turning 65, you can withdraw funds for non medical expenses
without penalty, though ordinary income tax applies.

Common HSA Plan Questions & Answers

1. Can | use my HSA to pay for my spouse’s medical expenses?

Yes, as long as your spouse is covered under your HDHP, you can use your HSA funds for their qualified medical
expenses. However, if your spouse has a separate health plan, those expenses may not be eligible.

2.What happens to my HSA if | change jobs?



Your HSA is yours, regardless of your employer. If you leave a job, you can either keep the HSA with your former
employer’s provider or roll it over to a new provider. The funds remain tax advantaged, and you can continue to
contribute up to the annual limit.

3. Are there penalties for using HSA funds for non qualified expenses before age 65?

Yes. If you withdraw funds for non qualified expenses before age 65, you'll owe income tax plus a 20% penalty. After
age 65, the penalty is waived, but you'll still owe ordinary income tax.

4. Can | use my HSA to pay for health insurance premiums?

Generally, HSA funds cannot be used to pay for health insurance premiums, except for certain cases such as
COBRA, health insurance while unemployed, or Medicare premiums. Always check the IRS guidelines for specific
situations.

5. How do | track my HSA contributions and withdrawals?

Most HSA providers offer online portals and mobile apps where you can view transaction history, download
statements, and generate reports for tax filing. Keep a separate record for your own reference.

Why HSAs Are a Strategic Tool for Long Term Financial Planning

HSAs are often overlooked as a long term savings vehicle, but they can play a pivotal role in your overall financial
strategy:

e Tax advantaged growth: Unlike regular savings accounts, HSA funds can be invested in a variety of assets,
potentially generating higher returns.

 Flexibility: You can use the money for medical expenses now or save it for future healthcare costs, including
retirement.

< Portability: The account stays with you, regardless of job changes or retirement.

e Complementary to other retirement accounts: HSAs can supplement 401(k)s, IRAs, and other retirement
vehicles, especially for covering healthcare expenses that are not covered by insurance.

Integrating HSAs Into Your Retirement Plan

Many retirees use HSAs to cover out of pocket costs that might not be fully covered by Medicare. Because HSAs
can be used tax free for qualified expenses, they act as a buffer against rising healthcare costs in retirement.
Additionally, after age 65, you can withdraw funds for non medical expenses without penalty, providing a flexible
source of retirement income.

How to Choose an HSA Provider

Selecting the right HSA provider is crucial for maximizing benefits and minimizing costs. Consider the following
factors:

1. Fees: Look for low or no monthly maintenance fees, low transaction fees, and low investment fees.

2. Investment options: Providers offering a range of mutual funds, ETFs, or brokerage accounts allow you to
tailor your investment strategy.

3. Customer service: Responsive support and easy-to-use online tools can save you time and frustration.

4. Integration with your employer: If your employer offers HSA contributions, ensure seamless payroll
integration.

5. Reputation: Check reviews, financial stability, and regulatory compliance.

Top HSA Providers to Consider



HealthSavingsBank
Bank of America HSA
Optum Bank HSA
Fidelity HSA

e HSA Bank

Each of these providers offers a range of features, so evaluate them based on your specific needs and financial
goals.

Common Mistakes to Avoid With Your HSA

Even small missteps can reduce the effectiveness of your HSA. Here are some pitfalls to watch out for:

e Over contributing: Exceeding the IRS limits can trigger penalties. Use your provider’s calculator or consult a
tax professional.

¢ Using HSA funds for non qualified expenses: This can lead to tax and penalty issues. Keep receipts and
double check the IRS list.

 Ignoring investment opportunities: Many people treat HSAs as simple savings accounts, missing out on
potential investment growth.

 Failing to keep records: Without proper documentation, you risk an audit or penalties.

« Letting the account sit idle: If you have a balance, consider investing it rather than keeping it in a low interest
savings account.

Real World Example: A Step by Step HSA Journey
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