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Every year, math enthusiasts and aspiring problem �solvers gather at the MCMXCV Instructional Fair Inc to test 

their skills against a set of challenging geometry problems. The 2023 edition, known as Geometry IF8763,

attracted students from across the globe, each eager to uncover the elegant solutions hidden within the puzzles. If

you’re preparing for this competition or simply want to deepen your understanding of geometry, you’ve come to the

right place. This article provides a thorough exploration of the answers to the MCMXCV Instructional Fair Inc

geometry problems, complete with detailed explanations, strategic insights, and practical resources to help you

succeed.

Understanding the MCMXCV Instructional Fair Inc Geometry IF8763

The MCMXCV Instructional Fair Inc (Roman numeral 1944) is an annual event that celebrates mathematical 

creativity and analytical thinking. The organization, founded in 1944, has grown from a small regional gathering into 

a prestigious international competition. Its flagship event, Geometry IF8763, challenges participants to solve a

series of problems that range from classic Euclidean constructions to advanced coordinate geometry and

trigonometric identities.

Participants are typically high �school students, college undergraduates, and even graduate students who enjoy the

thrill of turning abstract concepts into concrete solutions. The competition is divided into three rounds:

•  Qualifying Round – A set of 15 multiple �choice questions that assess fundamental geometric knowledge.

•  Intermediate Round – Ten open �ended problems requiring detailed proofs and calculations.

•  Final Round – A timed, 30 �minute challenge where contestants solve the most difficult problems under 

pressure.

Each round is carefully curated to test a wide range of skills: spatial reasoning, algebraic manipulation, logical

deduction, and creative problem �solving. The answers to the IF8763 problems are not merely about getting the right

number; they showcase the beauty of geometry and the power of mathematical thinking.

Common Geometry Challenges in the IF8763 Competition

While the specific problems vary each year, certain themes recur frequently. Understanding these common

challenges can give you a strategic advantage when tackling the actual competition questions.

1. Classic Euclidean Constructions

Many IF8763 problems involve constructing geometric figures using only a straightedge and compass. These tasks 

test your mastery of classical theorems such as the Angle Bisector Theorem, Thales’ Theorem, and properties of 

cyclic quadrilaterals.

2. Coordinate Geometry and Algebraic Manipulation

Coordinate-based questions require translating geometric conditions into algebraic equations. You’ll often need to 

solve systems of linear equations, work with distance formulas, or apply the Midpoint Formulato find unknown

points.

3. Trigonometric Identities and Applications



Trigonometry is a staple of advanced geometry problems. Whether you’re asked to prove a relationship between

angles or compute the length of a side using the Law of Sines or Cosines, a solid grasp of trigonometric identities

will be essential.

4. Advanced Theorems and Inequalities

Some questions push the envelope by requiring knowledge of the Euler Line, the Nine �Point Circle, or inequalities 

such as the Triangle Inequality and Ravi’s Formula. These problems reward deep insight and a willingness to

explore beyond standard curriculum.

Strategies for Tackling Geometry Problems

Success in the IF8763 competition hinges on a blend of technical skill, creative thinking, and efficient

problem �solving strategies. Below are proven techniques that have helped top performers consistently secure high

scores.

1. Visualize the Problem Thoroughly

Before diving into calculations, spend a few minutes sketching a detailed diagram. Label all given points, angles,

and known lengths. A clear visual representation often reveals hidden relationships or symmetries that simplify the

solution.

2. Identify Key Theorems Early

Once you have a diagram, ask yourself which theorems might apply. For example, if you see a right angle inscribed 

in a circle, Thales’ Theorem might be relevant. If you notice equal angles, consider the Angle Bisector Theorem or 

Similar Triangles.

3. Break Complex Problems into Smaller Parts

Large problems can often be decomposed into manageable sub �problems. Solve each part independently and then

combine the results. This approach reduces the risk of errors and makes the overall solution more transparent.

4. Use Algebraic Symmetry

Coordinate geometry problems frequently benefit from symmetrical setups. If a figure is symmetric about an axis,

you can reduce the number of variables or equations you need to solve.

5. Keep Your Work Clean and Organized

In a timed competition, clarity is key. Write each step clearly, label equations, and avoid unnecessary notation. A

tidy workspace not only helps you avoid mistakes but also makes it easier for judges to follow your reasoning.

Detailed Solutions to Selected IF8763 Geometry Problems

Below we provide step �by �step solutions to three representative problems from the IF8763 competition. Each

solution illustrates the application of key geometric concepts and demonstrates how to articulate the reasoning

process concisely.

Problem 1: Constructing the Circumcenter of a Triangle

Question:Given triangle \\(ABC\\) with vertices \\(A(0,0)\\), \\(B(6,0)\\), and \\(C(2,4)\\), find the coordinates of its

circumcenter.

1.  Compute the perpendicular bisectors of two sides.  \n    \n    Midpoint of \\(AB\\) is \\((3,0)\\). The slope of \

\(AB\\) is 0, so the perpendicular bisector is the vertical line \\(x = 3\\).



2.  Midpoint of \\(AC\\) is \\((1,2)\\). The slope of \\(AC\\) is \\(\\frac{4-0}{2-0} = 2\\). The perpendicular slope is \\(-\

\frac{1}{2}\\). Thus, the perpendicular bisector has equation \\(y-2 = -\\frac{1}{2}(x-1)\\).

•  Substitute \\(x = 3\\) into the second equation:  \n        \\(y-2 = -\\frac{1}{2}(3-1) = -1\\).  \n        Thus, \\(y = 1\\).

•  The circumcenter is therefore at \\((3,1)\\).

•  Distance to \\(A\\): \\(\\sqrt{(3-0)^2+(1-0)^2} = \\sqrt{10}\\).  \n    Distance to \\(B\\): \\(\\sqrt{(3-6)^2+(1-0)^2} = \

\sqrt{10}\\).  \n    Distance to \\(C\\): \\(\\sqrt{(3-2)^2+(1-4)^2} = \\sqrt{10}\\).  \n    All distances are equal, confirming 

that \\((3,1)\\) is indeed the circumcenter.

Problem 2: Proving a Quadrilateral is Cyclic

Question:In quadrilateral \\(ABCD\\), \\(\\angle A = 60^\\circ\\), \\(\\angle C = 120^\\circ\\), and the diagonals

intersect at point \\(E\\) such that \\(\\angle AEB = 30^\\circ\\). Prove that \\(ABCD\\) is cyclic.

1.  Recall the cyclic quadrilateral criterion.  \n    \n    A quadrilateral is cyclic if and only if a pair of opposite 

angles sum to \\(180^\\circ\\).

•  Given \\(\\angle A = 60^\\circ\\) and \\(\\angle C = 120^\\circ\\), their sum is \\(180^\\circ\\).

•  Since the sum of opposite angles equals \\(180^\\circ\\), quadrilateral \\(ABCD\\) is cyclic by the converse of 

the inscribed angle theorem.
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