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Answer to Gramatica B: The Imperfect Tense Explained

Spanish learners who are preparing for the Gramatica B exam often find themselves puzzled by the imperfect
tense. This tense, which expresses ongoing or habitual actions in the past, is a staple of the B1 level and beyond.

In this comprehensive guide, we will answer the question: What is the answer to Gramatica B the imperfect tense?
We'll break down the fundamentals, explore conjugation patterns, highlight common pitfalls, and provide practical
exercises that mirror the format of the exam. By the end of this article, you will have a clear roadmap to confidently
tackle any imperfect tense question on the Gramatica B test.

1.The Imperfect Tense: A Quick Overview

Before diving into exam specifics, let's recap what the imperfect tense actually is. Unlike the preterite, which
denotes a completed action, the imperfect describes:

» Actions that were ongoing or repeated in the past.
e Background descriptions or settings.

¢ Simultaneous actions occurring at the same time.
« States of being or conditions.

In English, the imperfect often translates to “was doing,” “used to,” or “would.” For example:

Yo <em>comia</em> cuando <em>llamé</em> mi amigo. — “| was eating when my friend called.”

Understanding these nuances is essential for answering Gramatica B questions accurately.

2. Imperfect Tense in the Gramatica B Context

The Gramatica B exam tests Spanish grammar at the intermediate level (B1). The imperfect tense is one of the
core topics, and exam questions often involve:

1. Choosing the correct verb form to complete a sentence.

2. ldentifying whether the imperfect or preterite is appropriate.

3. Using the imperfect in narrative contexts.
Because the exam emphasizes real world usage, you'll encounter scenarios such as describing childhood
memories, setting scenes, or explaining habits. The key to answering these questions is to recognize the intent of
the sentence and apply the correct tense accordingly.

Why the Imperfect Is Crucial for B1

The B1 level expects learners to express past events with nuance. Mastering the imperfect allows you to:

e Provide richer descriptions.
e Contrast ongoing actions with single events.
¢ Showcase your ability to use a broader range of tenses.

Thus, the “answer to Gramatica B the imperfect tense” is not just a form, but a demonstration of grammatical



maturity.

3. Conjugation Rules: Regular and Irregular Verbs

3.1 Regular Verb Conjugation

Regular verbs in Spanish fall into three conjugation groups based on their infinitive endings: -ar, -er, and -ir. The
imperfect endings are consistent across these groups:



Pronoun -ar -er -ir

yo -aba -ia -ia

ta -abas -fas -fas
él/ella/usted -aba -fa -fa
nosotros/nosotras -abamos -famos -famos
vosotros/vosotras -abais -fais -fais
ellos/ellas/ustedes -aban -fan -fan

Example: hablar yo hablaba, tu hablabas, él hablaba, nosotros hablabamos, vosotros hablabais, ellos
hablaban.

3.2 Irregular Verbs in the Imperfect

Some verbs deviate from the regular pattern. The most common irregularities involve the stem changes for the yo
and vosotros forms. Below is a concise list of irregular verbs that frequently appear on the Gramatica B exam:

e ser — era, eras, era, éramos, erais, eran

e ir—iba, ibas, iba, ibamos, ibais, iban

e ver — veia, veias, veia, veiamos, veiais, veian

e dar — daba, dabas, daba, dabamos, dabais, daban

» estar — estaba, estabas, estaba, estdbamos, estabais, estaban
e poner — ponia, ponias, ponia, poniamaos, poniais, ponian

e tener — tenia, tenias, tenia, teniamos, teniais, tenian

» hacer — hacia, hacias, hacia, haciamos, haciais, hacian

e decir — decia, decias, decia, deciamos, deciais, decian

e venir — venia, venias, venia, veniamos, veniais, venian

e conocer — conocia, conocias, conocia, conociamos, conociais, conocian

Notice that the irregular verbs share the same endings as regular verbs but differ in their stems.

3.3 Stem Changing Verbs

Some verbs undergo stem changes in the imperfect, particularly in the yo and vosotros forms. For instance:

e pensar — pensaba, pensabas, pensaba, pensabamos, pensabais, pensaban
e poder — podia, podias, podia, podiamos, podiais, podian
e querer — queria, querias, queria, queriamos, queriais, querian

These patterns are predictable, so once you know the rule, you can conjugate any stem changing verb in the
imperfect.

4. Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced Spanish learners can slip up on the imperfect tense. Below are the most frequent errors on the
Gramatica B exam and strategies to sidestep them.



4.1 Confusing Imperfect with Preterite

Many learners mistakenly use the preterite when describing habitual actions. For example:

Incorrect: Yo <strong>comi</strong> en la cafeteria todos los dias.

Correct: Yo <strong>comia</strong> en la cafeteria todos los dias.

Rule of thumb: Use the imperfect for repeated or ongoing actions; use the preterite for single, completed events.

4.2 Overlooking Irregular Conjugations

Because irregular verbs differ from the regular pattern, they’re easy to forget. When in doubt, consult a conjugation
table. Practice writing the full conjugation of irregular verbs to internalize them.

4.3 Neglecting Contextual Clues

Exam questions often include context that hints at the correct tense. Pay attention to adverbial phrases such as

“siempre,” “a menudo,” or “cada dia” — they signal the imperfect. Conversely, phrases like “el dia pasado” or “una

vez” suggest the preterite.

4.4 Mixing Verb Tenses Within a Sentence

Consistency is key. If you start a narrative in the imperfect, keep it there unless a specific event requires a switch to
the preterite. Mixing tenses can confuse readers and examiners alike.

4.5 Forgetting Subject Pronoun Agreement

In Spanish, the verb ending often indicates the subject, but the pronoun must still agree. Double check that the
subject and verb match, especially in written responses where pronouns are explicit.

5. Practice Exercises: Sample Questions and Answers

Below are ten practice questions that mimic the style of Gramatica B. After each question, you'll find the correct
answer and a brief explanation.

e a) vivia
e b) vivi
e C) vivo

Answer: a) vivia — The imperfect is used because it describes a past habitual action.
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