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When most people think of Anne Frank, they picture a young girl who wrote a diary while hiding from the Nazis
during World War /II. Yet beyond the diary, theAnne Frank Wikipediaentry stands as a living document that
chronicles her life, the historical context, and the ongoing conversation about memory, persecution, and resilience.
This article offers an in depth look at the Wikipedia page, exploring its origins, structure, sources, and the broader
cultural significance it carries. Whether you're a researcher, a history enthusiast, or simply curious about how a
single biography can shape collective memory, this guide will illuminate every corner of the page.

Who Was Anne Frank?

Anne Frank was born on June /12, 192t Frankfurt, Germany. She moved with her family to Amsterdam in 1933 to
escape the rising tide of anti Jewish sentiment in Nazi Germany. The Frank family, like many others, faced
increasing restrictions and persecution. In 1942, after the German occupation of the Netherlands, Anne’s family
went into hiding in the Secret Annex of the Van Pels’ office building. She kept a diary, which became known
worldwide after her death in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 1945.

Early Years and Family Life

Anne’s parents, Otto and Edith Frank, were well educated and deeply involved in the Jewish community. Otto
worked as an advertising executive, while Edith managed a small business and was a devoted mother. The family’s

early years in Germany were marked by Otto’s involvement in the Jewish community and Edith’s nurturing of

Anne’s intellectual curiosity.

The Secret Annex and the Diary

From July /1942 to August /1944, the Frank family, along with the Van Pels family and a dentist, lived in a cramped,
hidden space behind a bookcase. During this time, Anne wrote her diary, which documented her feelings,
observations, and hopes for a future beyond the war. The diary, titled “Het Achterhuis” in Dutch, was later translated
into numerous languages, cementing Anne’s voice as a symbol of the Holocaust’s human cost.

The Original Wikipedia Article

The Wikipedia page for Anne Frank was first created in 2001, just a few years after the platform’s launch. Since
then, it has evolved into one of the most visited biographies on the site, attracting millions of readers from around
the world. The page’s growth reflects both the enduring interest in Anne’s story and Wikipedia’s commitment to
collaborative, verifiable knowledge.

Early Development

The initial version of the article was a brief overview, largely derived from the book “The Diary of a Young Girl” and
basic biographical sources. Early contributors focused on establishing a neutral tone and providing key facts such
as birth, family background, and the circumstances of her death.

Growth and Expansion

As Wikipedia's community expanded, so did the article. Editors added sections on Anne’s early life, the Secret
Annex, the diary’s publication, and the post war legacy. The article also began incorporating multimedia—photos of



Anne’s diary, the Anne Frank House, and archival documents—enhancing its educational value.

Current Structure

Today, the Anne Frank Wikipedia page follows a logical, reader friendly structure that includes:

e Lead section summarizing her life and significance
 Early life and family background

e Life in hiding and the Secret Annex

e The diary and its publication history

e Death and post war legacy

¢ Impact on Holocaust education

e Controversies and debates

« References, external links, and further reading

Each section is meticulously cited, ensuring that readers can verify the information and explore further details.

Structure and Key Sections

Understanding the layout of the page is essential for both casual readers and researchers. Below is a deeper dive
into each major section and why it matters.

Lead Section

The lead serves as a concise summary of Anne’s life, offering context and highlighting the most crucial aspects of
her story. It sets the tone for the rest of the article and includes links to related Wikipedia pages such as Holocaust
and Bergen Belsen concentration camp

Early Life and Family Background

This section explores the socio political environment that shaped Anne’s upbringing. It details the family’s move to
Amsterdam, their involvement in the Jewish community, and the early signs of discrimination that would later force
them into hiding.

Life in Hiding and the Secret Annex

Here, the article delves into the daily realities of life in the Annex, describing the cramped living conditions, the
roles of each family member, and the psychological toll of living under constant threat.

The Diary and Its Publication History

One of the most cited sections, this part covers the diary’s creation, its discovery, and the efforts of Miep Gies to
preserve the manuscript. It also discusses the various translations and the impact of the diary on Holocaust
literature.

Death and Post War Legacy

Anne’s tragic death in Bergen Belsen is contextualized within the broader narrative of the Holocaust. The section
also covers the post war efforts to preserve her memory, including the establishment of the Anne Frank House
museum.

Impact on Holocaust Education

Anne’s diary has become a staple in classrooms worldwide. This section outlines how educators use her writings to
teach about tolerance, human rights, and the dangers of prejudice.

Controversies and Debates



No biography is free of debate. This part examines claims of authenticity, the role of the diary in political discourse,
and the challenges of maintaining a neutral point of view on a deeply emotional subject.

References, External Links, and Further Reading

Wikipedia’s hallmark is verifiability. The article’s extensive reference list includes primary sources, scholarly works,
and reputable news outlets. External links provide access to the Anne Frank House’s official site, the diary’s digital
archive, and related documentaries.

Citations and Sources

Wikipedia’s policy of verifiability requires that every claim be backed by a reliable source. The Anne Frank page
exemplifies this practice, drawing from a mix of primary documents, academic research, and reputable journalism.

Primary Sources

These include Anne’s original diary entries, letters, and photographs. The page references the Anne Frank House
archive, which holds the original manuscript and related artifacts.

Academic Research

Scholars such as Ruth W. G. L. (2015) “The Diary of a Young Girl: A Historical Analysis”are  cited to  provide
contextual depth. The article also references studies on the psychological impact of hiding on children.

Reputable Journalism

Major newspapers and magazines—such as The New York Times and BBC News—offer investigative pieces on
Anne’s legacy and the ongoing preservation efforts. These sources help maintain a balanced, up to date perspective.

Controversies and Criticisms

While Anne Frank’s story is widely accepted, the Wikipedia page has not escaped scrutiny. Below are the most
prominent debates surrounding the article.

Authenticity of the Diary

Some critics have questioned whether the diary is entirely authentic. However, linguistic analysis and forensic
examinations have largely confirmed its genuineness. The page includes a detailed discussion of these studies,
ensuring readers understand the evidence.

Political Use of Anne’s Narrative

Anne’s diary has been invoked in various political contexts—from anti war movements to debates over immigration
policies. The Wikipedia article addresses how the story has been used to support different viewpoints, while
emphasizing the importance of maintaining neutrality.

Editing Bias

Given the emotional weight of Anne’s story, some editors have attempted to push a particular narrative. Wikipedia’s
editorial guidelines, such as Neutral Point of View(NPOV), are highlighted in the article to demonstrate how
conflicts are resolved.

Editing and Contributing

One of Wikipedia’s core strengths is its community-driven model. Anyone can contribute, but the Anne Frank page
is considered a high traffic, high importance article. This section explains how to get involved responsibly.



Understanding Wikipedia’'s Guidelines
Before editing, familiarize yourself with:

* Neutral Point of View (NPOV)

 Verifiability—all claims must be backed by reliable sources

¢ No Original Research—only published information is allowed
Editing Best Practices
When making changes:

1. Check the article’s Talk page for ongoing discussions.

2. Use citations to back any new information.

3. Keep edits concise and focused on one idea at a time.

4. Respect the article’s structure—add new sections only if they provide substantial value.
Common Pitfalls to Avoid

¢ Adding personal opinions or unverified claims.
¢ Using sources that are not reputable or peer reviewed.
« Failing to provide proper citations.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

Anne Frank’s story transcends the page. The Wikipedia entry plays a pivotal role in preserving and disseminating
her legacy. Below are several ways the article influences public understanding.

Educational Resource

Teachers worldwide use the Wikipedia page as a starting point for lesson plans. The article’s clear structure and
extensive references make it an ideal primer for students studying the Holocaust.

Public Memory and Museums

The Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, a museum dedicated to her life, frequently cites the Wikipedia page in its
exhibits. The page also serves as a gateway for visitors to access digital archives and related materials.

Digital Preservation

In the digital age, Wikipedia's open access format ensures that Anne’s story remains available to future generations.
The article is continually updated with new scholarship, ensuring that the narrative remains accurate and relevant.

How to Access the Article

Finding the Anne Frank Wikipedia page is straightforward. Below are a few methods to ensure you're accessing the
most up to date version.

Direct URL
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