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Introduction

Welcome to the definitive Animal Farm study guide for the MS Goldens class. Whether you are a teacher
preparing lesson plans, a student looking for a deeper understanding of George Orwell’s classic, or a parent
wanting to support your child’s learning, this guide is designed to provide a clear, comprehensive, and engaging
roadmap through the novel. We'll explore the plot, characters, themes, and historical context, and we’ll offer a
wealth of discussion questions, essay prompts, and classroom activities that align with the MS Goldens curriculum.
By the end of this guide, you'll have a solid foundation for navigating the layers of meaning in Animal Farmand  for
guiding your class toward insightful analysis and critical thinking.

Overview of Animal Farm

George Orwell's Animal Farmis a satirical novella that tells the story of a group of farm animals who overthrow
their human owner, hoping to create a society where all creatures are equal. The novel is set on the fictional Manor
Farm, which is renamed Animal Farm after the rebellion. Orwell uses the farm’s microcosm to comment on the rise
of totalitarian regimes, particularly the Soviet Union, and the ways in which power corrupts even the most idealistic
movements.

Key elements of the story include:

¢ The Seven Commandments of Animalism, which evolve into propaganda.

« The transformation of the pigs, especially Napoleon, into tyrannical leaders.

e The gradual erosion of the principles of equality and the manipulation of language.

¢ The eventual mirroring of human oppression, culminating in the chilling line, “All animals are equal, but some
animals are more equal than others.”

Why a Study Guide Is Essential for the MS Goldens Class

In the MS Goldens curriculum, literature is not merely about reading a text; it's about engaging with it critically,
drawing connections to broader social and political contexts, and developing persuasive arguments. A well-
structured study guide provides:

e Clear learning objectives: Aligning each section with the class’s assessment criteria.

e Structured discussion prompts: Encouraging students to think deeply and articulate their insights.
¢ Analytical tools: Highlighting literary devices, symbolism, and historical allusions.

¢ Assessment support: Offering essay outlines and rubrics that match teacher expectations.

By using this guide, teachers can ensure that every student in the MS Goldens class gains a nuanced
understanding of Animal Farm and can apply critical thinking skills to other literary works.

Key Themes and Symbols

Revolution and Power

One of the central themes is the nature of revolution. The animals’ initial hope for a fair society quickly devolves into



a new form of oppression. Orwell demonstrates how power, once seized, tends to corrupt. This theme invites
students to reflect on real-world revolutions and their outcomes.

Equality vs. Inequality

The novella’s famous paradox, “All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others,” exposes the
hypocrisy of those who claim to uphold equality while benefiting themselves. This theme encourages critical
examination of modern social structures.

Language and Propaganda

The pigs’ manipulation of language—altering the Seven Commandments, using slogans—illustrates how
propaganda shapes perception. Students can analyze how language can be used to control and how critical
literacy can counteract manipulation.

Class Struggle and Social Mobility

The shift from human oppression to pig dominance reflects class dynamics. Students can compare the animals’
social hierarchy to human class systems, fostering discussions about mobility and systemic barriers.

Symbols

¢ Old Major: Represents the idealistic vision of revolution, akin to Marx or Lenin.

* Napoleon: Embodies the authoritarian leader who betrays the revolution’s ideals.

Snowball: Contrasts with Napoleon; his expulsion symbolizes the suppression of dissent.

¢ The windmill: Symbolizes progress and the promise of a better future, which is ultimately exploited.
¢ The farmhouse: Represents the human presence and the return of the old power structure.

Character Analysis

Old Major

Old Major is the catalyst for the rebellion. His speech plants the seeds of Animalism, and his death marks the
transition from vision to action. Students should consider how his ideas are both preserved and distorted by the

pigs.
Napoleon

Napoleon’s rise to power mirrors real historical figures who exploit revolutionary movements for personal gain. His
use of intimidation, propaganda, and economic control is a study in totalitarian tactics.

Snowball

Snowball’s intellectualism and enthusiasm contrast with Napoleon’s brutality. His eventual exile underscores the
suppression of dissenting voices.

Boxer

Boxer, the hardworking cart-horse, embodies the proletariat. His motto, “I will work harder,” and his eventual
betrayal highlight the exploitation of the working class.

Benjamin
Benjamin the donkey is cynical and skeptical, offering a voice of realism. He provides a critical perspective on the
events, reminding readers that hope can be naive.

Mr. Jones



Jones represents the failed human authority, whose neglect and cruelty set the stage for the rebellion. His
character invites discussion about the responsibility of leaders.

Plot Summary

1. Rebellion: Old Major’s speech inspires the animals. After his death, they overthrow Mr. Jones and rename
the farm Animal Farm.

2. Animalism: The animals establish the Seven Commandments and attempt to build an egalitarian society.

3. Conflict: Napoleon and Snowball clash over the windmill project. Napoleon wins and expels Snowball.

4. Manipulation: Napoleon alters the commandments, consolidates power, and aligns with human traders.

5. Exploitation: Boxer works tirelessly, while the pigs enjoy privileges. The pigs’ behavior increasingly mirrors
the humans.

6. Conclusion: The pigs become indistinguishable from humans, culminating in the chilling revelation that the
new regime is no better than the old.

Historical Context and Political Allegory

Understanding the historical backdrop enhances the reading of Animal Farm. Orwell wrote the novella in 1945,
shortly after the Soviet Union’s rise and the aftermath of World War II. Key contextual points include:

¢ Russian Revolution (1917): The overthrow of the Tsar and the rise of the Bolsheviks set the stage for the
novel’'s themes.

e Stalin’s regime: Napoleon’s character parallels Joseph Stalin, illustrating the betrayal of revolutionary ideals.

¢ Propaganda during WWII: The manipulation of language reflects the widespread use of propaganda in the
war.

e Cold War tensions: The novella’s critique of totalitarianism resonated with audiences wary of Soviet expansion.

Students can connect these historical facts to the narrative, deepening their appreciation of Orwell’s critique.

Discussion Questions for the MS Goldens Class

e What does the windmill symbolize in the context of the animals’ rebellion?

* How do the pigs’ actions reflect the corrupting influence of power?

¢ In what ways does language serve as a tool of control in the novel?

« Compare and contrast the leadership styles of Napoleon and Snowball.

* How does the ending of the novella challenge the notion that revolutions are inherently positive?
¢ What parallels can you draw between the events in Animal Farm and real historical revolutions?
* How does the character of Boxer illustrate the exploitation of the working class?

* What role does the Seven Commandments play in shaping the animals’ society?

« How does Orwell use irony to convey his message?

¢ Can you identify any modern examples where the ideals of equality are compromised?

Essay Prompts and Writing Tips

Essay Prompts

* Analyze the transformation of the Seven Commandments and discuss how this reflects the erosion of ideals.

* Examine the character of Napoleon as a representation of totalitarian leaders. Use specific examples from the
text.

 Discuss the role of propaganda in Animal Farm and its relevance to contemporary political discourse.

e Compare the rebellion in the novella to a real-world revolution of your choice. Identify similarities and



differences.
« Explore the theme of betrayal in the novel, focusing on the experiences of Boxer and other animals.

Writing Tips
1. Start with a thesis: Clearly state your argument in the introduction.
Use evidence: Cite specific passages to support each claim.
Analyze, don't just describe: Explain how the evidence supports your thesis.
Maintain coherence: Use transitions between paragraphs.
Proofread: Check for grammar, punctuation, and clarity.
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Activities and Projects

1. Rebellion Simulation

Divide the class into groups representing different animal factions. Students draft a manifesto, debate reforms, and
vote on policy changes, mirroring the initial stages of the rebellion.

2. Commandments Rewrite

Students create a new set of commandments for a hypothetical society, then analyze how those commandments
might change over time.

3. Propaganda Poster

Design posters that mimic the propaganda used by Napoleon. Discuss how imagery and slogans influence
perception.

4. Comparative Analysis Project

Research a historical revolution and compare it to Animal Farm in a multimedia presentation.

5. Role Play Debate

Assign roles (Napoleon, Snowball, Boxer, etc.) and hold a debate on key decisions, such as the windmill
construction.

Assessment Strategies

To evaluate student understanding, consider the following assessment methods:

e Formative quizzes: Short multiple choice or short answer questions on key concepts.

« Summative essays: Use the prompts above to assess analytical writing.

« Group presentations: Evaluate collaborative research and communication skills.

e Peer review: Students critique each other’s essays, fostering critical reading.

Reflective journals: Students record insights after each lesson, promoting metacognition.

Additional Resources
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