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Analytical Study of Piping Flow Induced Vibration: CVS SPB Insights

Flow induced vibration (FIV) in piping systems remains one of the most critical concerns in the design, operation, 

and maintenance of industrial plants. Whether it’s a chemical refinery, a petrochemical complex, or a power 

generation facility, the dynamic interaction between fluid flow and pipe structures can lead to fatigue failures, costly 

downtime, and safety hazards. An analytical study of piping flow induced vibration CVS SPBoffers a

systematic approach to predict, analyze, and mitigate these vibrations using advanced computational techniques,

structural dynamics, and empirical data.

In this comprehensive guide, we walk through the fundamentals of FIV, the analytical frameworks used by the

Center for Vibration Studies (CVS) in Saint Boris (SPB), and practical strategies that engineers can implement to

safeguard piping systems. The article is crafted for both seasoned professionals and newcomers to the field,

blending theory with real �world examples while keeping SEO best practices in mind.

Table of Contents

•  1. Background: Why Flow Induced Vibration Matters

•  2. Fundamental Concepts of Flow Induced Vibration

•  3. Analytical Methods for FIV Assessment

•  4. CVS SPB’s Analytical Framework

•  5. Case Study: CVS SPB’s Piping System Analysis

•  6. Mitigation Techniques and Design Guidelines

•  7. Conclusion

1. Background: Why Flow Induced Vibration Matters

Flow induced vibration arises when a fluid flowing through a pipe exerts periodic forces on the pipe walls. These

forces can stem from vortex shedding, turbulent eddies, or oscillatory flow patterns. If the excitation frequency

aligns with one of the pipe’s natural frequencies, resonance occurs, amplifying vibration amplitudes dramatically.

Resonant conditions can lead to:

•  Fatigue cracking and eventual rupture of pipe segments.

•  Loosening of bolts and fittings, compromising the integrity of the system.

•  Noise and vibration that affect nearby equipment and personnel.

•  Decreased efficiency due to increased pressure losses.

Given these risks, regulatory bodies such as the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and the 

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) require rigorous analysis of FIV in design and inspection 

phases. An analytical study of piping flow induced vibration CVS SPBis thus indispensable for meeting safety

standards and ensuring operational reliability.

2. Fundamental Concepts of Flow Induced Vibration



2.1 Vortex Shedding and Strouhal Number

When fluid flows past a bluff body (e.g., a pipe), alternating vortices are shed on the downstream side. The

shedding frequency, \\(f_s\\), is governed by the Strouhal number (\\(St\\)), defined as:

\\[\nSt = \\frac{f_s D}{V}\n\\]

where \\(D\\) is the pipe diameter and \\(V\\) is the free �stream velocity. For circular cylinders, \\(St\\) typically ranges

between 0.2 and 0.3 in the subcritical Reynolds number regime.

2.2 Turbulent Flow and Reynolds Stress

In turbulent regimes, the fluid exerts random pressure fluctuations on the pipe wall. These fluctuations are

characterized by Reynolds stresses, which can be statistically represented in the form of a turbulent intensity \\(I\\).

High turbulence intensities increase the magnitude of the dynamic pressure forces, thereby raising vibration

amplitudes.

2.3 Structural Dynamics: Natural Frequencies and Mode Shapes

Each pipe segment behaves as a dynamic system with its own set of natural frequencies and mode shapes. The

fundamental frequency, \\(f_n\\), for a pipe with fixed ends can be approximated by:

\\[\nf_n = \\frac{n}{2L} \\sqrt{\\frac{E I}{\\rho A}}\n\\]

where \\(n\\) is the mode number, \\(L\\) is the pipe length, \\(E\\) is the Young’s modulus, \\(I\\) is the area moment

of inertia, \\(\\rho\\) is the material density, and \\(A\\) is the cross �sectional area. Accurate determination of these

parameters is essential for predicting resonance conditions.

2.4 Coupling Between Fluid and Structure

Flow induced vibration is inherently a fluid �structure interaction (FSI) problem. The fluid exerts time �varying forces on

the structure, while the structural motion alters the flow field. Capturing this bidirectional coupling requires

sophisticated analytical or numerical methods, especially for complex piping geometries.

3. Analytical Methods for FIV Assessment

Analytical studies of FIV can be broadly categorized into three approaches:

•  Empirical Correlations – Based on experimental data, these correlations provide quick estimates of vibration 

amplitudes.

•  Mathematical Models – Closed �form solutions derived from differential equations governing fluid and structural 

dynamics.

•  Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) & Finite Element Analysis (FEA) – Coupled simulations that capture 

detailed FSI behavior.

3.1 Empirical Correlations

Empirical formulas such as the Hagen–Poiseuille correlation and the Dean number approach are widely used 

for initial screening. For example, the Riley correlation estimates the transverse vibration amplitude \\(A\\) as:

\\[\nA = \\frac{C \\cdot I \\cdot D}{(f_n - f_s)^2}\n\\]

where \\(C\\) is a dimensionless coefficient dependent on pipe geometry and boundary conditions. While these

correlations are convenient, they lack precision for complex systems.

3.2 Mathematical Models



Mathematical models often employ the Reynolds–Orr equations for fluid dynamics coupled with the Euler–

Bernoulli beam theoryfor structural dynamics. For a simple pipe segment, the governing equation can be

expressed as:

\\[\n\\rho A \\frac{\\partial^2 y}{\\partial t^2} + c \\frac{\\partial y}{\\partial t} + EI \\frac{\\partial^4 y}{\\partial x^4} =

q(x,t)\n\\]

where \\(y(x,t)\\) is the transverse displacement, \\(c\\) is the damping coefficient, and \\(q(x,t)\\) represents the fluid

loading. Analytical solutions for \\(q(x,t)\\) can be derived using potential flow theory for vortex shedding or

turbulence models for stochastic loading.

3.3 CFD & FEA Coupled Simulations

Modern FIV studies rely heavily on coupled CFD–FEA simulations. The CFD component solves the Navier–Stokes

equations to capture velocity, pressure, and turbulence fields. The FEA component models the pipe’s structural

response. The two domains exchange data through an interface that ensures continuity of forces and

displacements.

Key steps in a coupled simulation include:

1.  Mesh generation for fluid and structural domains.

2.  Selection of turbulence models (e.g., k �;RÂ�ÄU2’�`or accurate pressure fluctuation prediction.

3.  Definition of boundary conditions (inlet velocity, outlet pressure).

4.  Coupling strategy (partitioned or monolithic).

5.  Time �step selection to capture transient phenomena.

While computationally intensive, these simulations provide the most reliable predictions for complex piping 

networks, especially when combined with modal analysis to identify critical resonant frequencies.

4. CVS SPB’s Analytical Framework

The Center for Vibration Studies (CVS) in Saint Boris (SPB) has developed a comprehensive analytical framework

tailored to industrial piping systems. The framework integrates the following components:

•  Advanced CFD Models – Utilizing the latest turbulence models and high �fidelity meshes.

•  Modal Analysis Toolkit – Automated extraction of natural frequencies and mode shapes from structural 

models.

•  Coupled FSI Solver – A proprietary partitioned solver that ensures numerical stability even for highly 

nonlinear interactions.

•  Database of Empirical Correlations – A curated library of industry �tested formulas for quick screening.

•  Risk Assessment Module – Quantifies fatigue life using the Miner’s rule and probabilistic methods.

CVS SPB’s methodology begins with a pre �analysiswhere engineers input pipe geometry, material properties, and

operating conditions. The system automatically generates a preliminary vibration map, highlighting potential

hotspots. Engineers can then refine the model by adding details such as pipe supports, bends, and fittings. The

final step involves a full coupled simulation, followed by a post �processing report that includes:

•  Vibration amplitude versus frequency plots.

•  Resonance risk maps.

•  Fatigue life predictions.

•  Recommended mitigation measures.



Case Example: CVS SPB’s Vibration Prediction for a 10 �Meter Pipe

In a recent project, CVS SPB analyzed a 10 �meter, 200 mm diameter steel pipe transporting high �temperature steam.

The pipe was supported at both ends with standard steel brackets. Key findings included:

•  The fundamental natural frequency was calculated to be 12.4 /Hz.

•  The vortex shedding frequency at the design flow rate (3 /m/s) was 13.2 /Hz, close to the natural frequency.

•  Coupled CFD–FEA simulations revealed a peak transverse displacement of 0.8 /mm.

•  Fatigue analysis predicted a life of 1.2 /× /10 v cycles before crack initiation.

Based on these results, the engineering team installed a vibration isolation sleeveand adjusted the flow velocity

to 2.5 /m/s, reducing the vibration amplitude to 0.2 /mm and extending the fatigue life to 5 /× /10 v cycles.

5. Case Study: CVS SPB’s Piping System Analysis

To illustrate the full breadth of an analytical study of piping flow induced vibration CVS SPB, we present a

detailed case study from a petrochemical plant. The plant required a new 50 �meter, 300 mm diameter pipe to

transport a high �viscosity fluid at 400 /°C.

5.1 Project Scope

•  Design of the piping layout, including bends and tees.

•  Assessment of flow induced vibration under maximum operating conditions.

•  Development of mitigation strategies to comply with ASME Section VIII Division 1.

5.2 Data Collection

Engineers collected the following data:

•  Fluid properties: density 850 /kg/m³, viscosity 0.15 /Pa·s.

•  Flow rate: 500 /m³/h.

•  Pipe material: ASTM A106 Grade B (yield strength 310 /MPa).

•  Support conditions: 4 �point support with 3 /cm spacing.
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