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Introduction

When a novel blends speculative science with haunting folklore, it can ignite a conversation that extends far beyond 

the pages. an unkindness of ghosts 9781617755880 wordpress is a phrase that might seem unusual at first 

glance, but it encapsulates a growing trend: readers and writers are turning to WordPress as a platform to discuss, 

review, and celebrate the book An Unkindness of Ghostsby Rivers Solomon. This article will explore the novel’s

narrative depth, its cultural impact, and how you can harness the power of WordPress to create an engaging

community around this groundbreaking work.

What Is An Unkindness of Ghosts?

Published in 2020, An Unkindness of Ghostsis Rivers Solomon’s debut novel that fuses elements of science

fiction, speculative horror, and African diaspora storytelling. The narrative follows the protagonist, Kira, who

awakens aboard a generational starship that is slowly decaying and whose crew is divided along lines of class,

gender, and identity. The ship’s name—an acronym for “Aunt, Niece, and Kinship”—suggests a family structure that

is both literal and metaphorical, hinting at the story’s exploration of belonging and alienation.

ISBN 9781617755880

The International Standard Book Number (ISBN) 9781617755880 uniquely identifies this edition of the novel.

ISBNs are essential for librarians, booksellers, and readers who wish to find the exact version of a book, especially

when multiple editions or translations exist.

Plot Summary

At its core, An Unkindness of Ghosts is a survival story set aboard the U.S.S. Aurora, a ship designed to transport

colonists to a distant planet. The ship’s design is a marvel of engineering, yet its hull is riddled with cracks that

threaten to expose the crew to the void beyond. Kira, a low �rank technician, discovers a hidden compartment that

contains a mysterious, floating entity—an ancient ghost that refuses to leave the ship’s interior. As Kira investigates,

she uncovers a conspiracy that ties the ship’s leadership to a clandestine organization manipulating the colony’s

fate.

Key Narrative Threads

1.  Identity and Hierarchy – The ship’s social structure is stratified, mirroring the inequalities found on Earth. The 

privileged upper deck residents enjoy luxury, while the lower decks are cramped and perilous.

2.  The Ghostly Presence – The ghost serves as a narrative device that challenges the crew’s understanding of 

reality and history. Its presence forces characters to confront suppressed truths.

3.  Rebellion and Agency – Kira’s journey from passive technician to active rebel highlights themes of 

empowerment and resistance against oppressive systems.

Major Themes and Motifs

Rivers Solomon masterfully weaves several interlocking themes throughout the novel. These themes not only

enrich the story but also resonate with contemporary social issues.



1. Post �Colonialism and Space Exploration

The novel critiques the romanticism of colonization by portraying the colonists as victims of a corporate agenda

that prioritizes profit over human well �being. The ship’s decaying hull becomes a metaphor for the fragility of colonial

promises.

2. Intersectionality and Representation

Characters in the story belong to diverse racial, gender, and sexual identities. This intersectional representation

challenges the monolithic narratives often found in science fiction.

3. Environmental Decay

The ship’s deterioration reflects the larger theme of environmental neglect. The crew’s struggle to maintain life

support systems mirrors humanity’s battle against climate change.

4. The Ghost as a Symbol of History

Ghosts in literature traditionally represent unresolved trauma. In this novel, the ghost is a living reminder of past

injustices that continue to haunt the present.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters’ motivations is essential to grasping the novel’s emotional depth.

Kira

As the protagonist, Kira embodies resilience and curiosity. Her technical expertise allows her to uncover secrets

that others cannot see. Her journey from a compliant crew member to a defiant leader illustrates the novel’s central

message of agency.

Captain Juno

Captain Juno represents the upper �deck privilege. Her leadership style is authoritative but compassionate, yet she

hides a darker agenda that threatens the ship’s inhabitants.

The Ghost

While the ghost’s true nature remains ambiguous, it functions as a catalyst for the plot. Its interactions with Kira

prompt critical reflections on memory, guilt, and the need for collective healing.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Solomon employs a unique narrative structure that blends first �person and third �person perspectives. The novel’s

pacing is deliberately uneven, mirroring the ship’s physical instability. The author uses vivid, sensory descriptions to

immerse readers in the ship’s claustrophobic environment.

Critical Reception

Since its release, An Unkindness of Ghostshas received widespread acclaim. Critics praise its originality, complex

characters, and its bold reimagining of the science �fiction genre.

•  Publishers Weekly described the novel as “a thrilling, unsettling journey through the uncharted territories of 

identity and space.”

•  The Guardian highlighted the novel’s “innovative blend of speculative horror and social commentary.”

•  Readers on Goodreads awarded it an average rating of 4.3/5, citing its “thought �provoking narrative” and 



“deeply human characters.”

Why This Book Matters

Beyond its literary merits, An Unkindness of Ghostshas become a touchstone for discussions about representation

in speculative fiction. Its impact can be seen in the following ways:

1.  Inspiration for Emerging Writers – The novel encourages new authors to explore marginalized voices within 

science �fiction settings.

2.  Academic Interest – Universities are incorporating the novel into curricula on post �colonial studies, gender 

theory, and environmental humanities.

3.  Community Building – Online forums and book clubs have formed around the novel, fostering dialogue about 

identity, class, and survival.

Creating a WordPress Site Dedicated to An Unkindness of Ghosts

If you’re passionate about this novel, you might want to build a WordPress site that serves as a hub for readers,

reviewers, and scholars. Below is a step �by �step guide to help you get started.

1. Choose a Domain and Hosting Provider

Select a domain name that reflects the book’s title or your niche. For example, unkindnessofghosts.com or 

ghostbookreviews.com. Pair the domain with a reliable hosting provider like SiteGround, Bluehost, or WP Engine.

2. Install WordPress

Most hosting providers offer one �click WordPress installations. After installation, log in to the WordPress dashboard

to begin customizing your site.

3. Pick a Suitable Theme

Choose a theme that supports blog layouts, reviews, and multimedia. Themes such as Astra, GeneratePress, or 

OceanWP are lightweight and SEO �friendly. For a more literary aesthetic, consider a theme like Bookworm or 

Literary.

4. Install Essential Plugins

•  Yoast SEO – Helps optimize content for search engines.

•  WP Rocket – Improves site speed and performance.

•  WPForms – Allows visitors to submit reviews or contact you.

•  Social Warfare – Adds social sharing buttons to your posts.

•  TablePress – Useful for creating comparison tables of book editions or reviews.

5. Create Core Pages

1.  Home – Feature a hero image, a brief intro, and recent posts.

2.  About – Share your background, your love for the novel, and your site’s purpose.

3.  Reviews – Dedicated page for detailed book reviews.

4.  Discussion Forum – If you wish to add community interaction, integrate a forum plugin like bbPress.

5.  Contact – Provide a form for reader inquiries.

6. Publish Engaging Content

Develop a content strategy that includes:

•  In �depth reviews of An Unkindness of Ghosts and its sequels or related works.



•  Character analyses and thematic essays.

•  Interviews with the author or other authors in the genre.

•  Book club guides and discussion questions.

•  Guest posts from readers or scholars.

7. Optimize for SEO

Use the keyword phrase an unkindness of ghosts 9781617755880 wordpresssparingly in titles, meta

descriptions, and throughout the content. Aim for a keyword density of 1–2%. Include internal links to related posts

and external links to reputable sources, such as the publisher’s official page or academic articles.

8. Promote Your Site

Leverage social media platforms like Twitter, Instagram, and Reddit’s r/books community. Create a dedicated

hashtag, e.g., #UnkindnessOfGhosts, to encourage user �generated content.

9. Monetize (Optional)

If you wish to earn revenue, consider:

•  Affiliate links to the book on Amazon or other retailers.

•  Sponsored posts from publishers or literary magazines.

•  Donations via Patreon or Ko-fi.

SEO Tips for a Book �Focused WordPress Blog

Search engine visibility is crucial for attracting readers. Here are some proven tactics:
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