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Introduction

In the world of mathematical analysis, two concepts stand out for their profound impact on both theory and 

application: Lebesgue integration and Fourier series. While the former revolutionized the way we measure and

integrate functions, the latter provides a powerful tool for decomposing complex periodic signals into simple,

sinusoidal components. Together, they form a cornerstone of modern analysis, bridging gaps between pure

mathematics, physics, engineering, and data science.

This article offers a clear, step �by �step introduction to these topics. We will explore the motivations behind Lebesgue

integration, contrast it with the older Riemann approach, and then delve into the fundamentals of Fourier series,

including convergence criteria and practical applications. By the end, you’ll have a solid understanding of how these

two pillars of analysis interconnect and why they remain essential tools for researchers and practitioners alike.

Why Lebesgue Integration Matters

From Riemann to Lebesgue: A Historical Perspective

The Riemann integral, introduced in the 19th century, defined integration in terms of partitioning the domain into

subintervals and summing the areas under the curve. While effective for many continuous functions, it struggled

with functions that have too many discontinuities or exhibit pathological behavior.

In 1902, Henri Lebesgue presented a more flexible framework that shifted the focus from the domain to the range

of the function. Instead of slicing the x �axis, Lebesgue sliced the y �axis, measuring the size of the set of points that

map into a given range. This subtle change allowed integration of a broader class of functions and paved the way

for modern probability, harmonic analysis, and PDE theory.

Key Concepts of Lebesgue Integration

•  Measure Theory: The foundation of Lebesgue integration is the concept of a measure, which assigns a 

non �negative number to subsets of a space, generalizing length, area, and volume.

•  Measurable Functions: A function is Lebesgue measurable if the preimage of every Borel set is measurable. 

This property ensures the function behaves well with respect to the chosen measure.

•  Simple Functions: These are finite linear combinations of indicator functions. They serve as building blocks for 

approximating measurable functions from below.

•  Dominated Convergence Theorem: A powerful result that guarantees the interchange of limit and integral 

under certain domination conditions.

•  Monotone Convergence Theorem: Allows the limit of an increasing sequence of non �negative measurable 

functions to be moved inside the integral.

Advantages Over the Riemann Integral

1.  Broader Class of Integrable Functions: Functions with countably many discontinuities, or even those with 

dense sets of discontinuities, can be integrated.

2.  Interchange of Limits and Integrals: The Lebesgue integral’s convergence theorems provide rigorous 

justification for operations frequently used in analysis.

3.  Compatibility with Probability Theory: Measures naturally model probability spaces, making Lebesgue 



integration the standard tool for expectations and variances.

4.  Facilitation of Fourier Analysis: The ability to integrate absolute values and square integrable functions is 

crucial for defining Fourier transforms and series.

Foundations of Fourier Series

What Is a Fourier Series?

A Fourier series represents a periodic function as an infinite sum of sines and cosines:

f(x) = a €/2 + :2	’�Â��â!â�¶�	’�6÷2†ãÀx/L) + b ™ sin(n<�‚ôÂ•Ð

Here, L denotes half the period, and the coefficients a ™ and b ™capture the function’s frequency content. This

decomposition transforms complex time �domain behavior into a frequency �domain representation, which is

invaluable in signal processing, acoustics, and electrical engineering.

Orthogonality and Coefficient Calculation

The sine and cosine functions form an orthogonal basis on the interval \\([-L, L]\\). Orthogonality implies:

•  "+-LL sin(m<�‚ôÂ’�6–â†ãÀx/L) dx = 0 when m "` n

•  "+-LL cos(m<�‚ôÂ’�6÷2†ãÀx/L) dx = 0 when m "` n

•  "+-LL sin(m<�‚ôÂ’�6÷2†ãÀx/L) dx = 0 for all m, n

Using these properties, the Fourier coefficients are obtained via:

a ™ = (1/L) "+<sub>-L</sub><sup>L</sup> f(x) cos(n<�‚ôÂ’�G€

b ™ = (1/L) "+<sub>-L</sub><sup>L</sup> f(x) sin(n<�‚ôÂ’�G€

Convergence of Fourier Series

While the Fourier series always exists formally, its convergence to the original function depends on the function’s

smoothness. Key results include:

•  Dirichlet Conditions: If f is piecewise continuous and of bounded variation on \\([-L, L]\\), the Fourier series 

converges at every point where f is continuous, and to the average of the left and right limits at points of 

discontinuity.

•  Pointwise Convergence: For functions in L¹, convergence holds almost everywhere, but not necessarily 

uniformly.

•  Uniform Convergence: If f is continuously differentiable, the Fourier series converges uniformly.

•  Parseval’s Identity: Relates the L² norm of f to the sum of squares of its Fourier coefficients, providing energy 

conservation in signal analysis.

Practical Applications

1.  Signal Compression: By truncating the Fourier series, one can approximate signals with fewer coefficients, 

enabling efficient storage.

2.  Noise Filtering: Removing high �frequency components smooths signals, crucial in audio and image 

processing.

3.  Heat Equation Solutions: Fourier series solve partial differential equations with periodic boundary conditions.

4.  Communications: Modulation schemes often rely on Fourier analysis to encode data onto carrier waves.

Connecting Lebesgue Integration and Fourier Series

Why Lebesgue Matters for Fourier Analysis



Fourier coefficients involve integrals of the form "+-LL f(x) e-i n<�‚ôÀ dx. For these integrals to be well �defined, f must be

integrable over the interval. Lebesgue integration ensures that even functions with many discontinuities or

singularities can be handled, provided they belong to L¹ or L² spaces.

L² Spaces and Parseval’s Theorem

The space L²([-L, L]) consists of all square �integrable functions. In this setting, the Fourier series becomes an

expansion in an orthonormal basis of the Hilbert space. Parseval’s theorem states:

"%f"%²<sub>L²</sub> = (a €²/2) + :2	’�Â��â!â�†�	›"�²�"	›"•

This equality is a direct consequence of the inner product structure of L² and the orthogonality of sine and cosine

functions.

Dominated Convergence and Fourier Coefficient Limits

When approximating a function by a sequence of simpler functions (e.g., step functions), the Dominated

Convergence Theorem guarantees that the Fourier coefficients of the approximations converge to those of the

target function, provided a dominating integrable function exists.

Fourier Transform as a Generalization

While Fourier series handle periodic functions, the Fourier transform extends this concept to non �periodic functions

by integrating over the entire real line:

F(;â’�Ò�"³Ç7V#âÒ!ãÂ÷7V#ãÇ7W�â!ãÂ÷7W�â�b‡‚’�SÇ7W�âÖ’�#À ;â�ƒÂ÷7W�â�G€

Lebesgue integration is essential here, as it allows the transformation of functions in L¹ or L²(!�) into their frequency

counterparts.

Step �by �Step Example: Computing a Fourier Series Using Lebesgue 
Integration

Problem Statement

Find the Fourier series of the function f(x) = x on the interval \\([-<�À <�ÕÅÂ’à This function is odd and piecewise linear,

making it a classic example for illustrating convergence.

Step 1: Identify Period and Coefficients

The function has period 2<�Â�6ò�Â�Ò�À. Since f(x) is odd, all cosine coefficients a ™ vanish.

Step 2: Compute the Sine Coefficients

Using the Lebesgue integral over the finite interval, we compute:

b ™ = (1/<�’�"³Ç7V#âÓÀ</sub><sup><�Â÷7W�â�‚�6–â†ç‚’�G€

By symmetry, the integral simplifies to:

b ™ = (2/<�’�"³Ç7V#ã�Â÷7V#ãÇ7W�ãÀ</sup> x sin(nx) dx

Integration by parts yields:

b ™ = (2/<�’�²‚×‚�6÷2†ç‚’öâ’�²�‚"²�6÷2†ç‚’öâ�G‚•ÓÇ7V#ã�Â÷7V#ãÇ7W�ãÀ</sup>

After evaluation, we find:



b ™ = (2(-1)^{n+1})/n

Step 3: Assemble the Fourier Series

The resulting series is:

f(x) "H :2	’�Â��â!â�³"‚Ó�•ç¶â³�ÒöåÒ�6–â†ç‚•

Convergence is pointwise everywhere except at the endpoints, where the series converges to zero, the average of

the left and right limits.

Step 4: Verify Parseval’s Identity

Compute the L² norm of f(x):

"%f"%²<sub>L²</sub> = "+<sub>-<�Â÷7V#ãÇ7W�ãÀ</sup> x² dx = (2<�2’ó0

Sum of squared coefficients:

:2	’�Â��â!â�ƒBöë"’�Ò�CÀ²/6 = (2<�"’ó0

Since the series starts with n = 1, we add the missing constant term (a € = 0). The equality holds, confirming

Parseval’s identity.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Misinterpreting Convergence

Assuming pointwise convergence implies uniform convergence can lead to incorrect conclusions about the

behavior of the series, especially near discontinuities. Always check the function’s smoothness or apply Dirichlet’s

test before claiming uniform convergence.

Ignoring Measure Zero Sets

Lebesgue integration treats sets of measure zero as negligible. However, in practical applications, points of

discontinuity or singularities can affect numerical approximations. Be mindful of these when implementing

algorithms.

Overlooking Dominating Functions
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