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Altec Lansing ACS495 Manual: Your Complete Guide to the Classic Monitor

For audio professionals, musicians, and home theater enthusiasts alike, the Altec Lansing ACS495 remains a
staple in the world of loudspeakers. Whether you're setting up a new studio, renovating an old home theater, or
simply troubleshooting a vintage model, the Altec Lansing ACS495 manualis an indispensable resource. This
guide will walk you through everything you need to know about the manual—from downloading it for free to
understanding every technical detail it contains.

Why the ACS495 Manual Matters

The Altec Lansing ACS495, introduced in the late 1970s, was celebrated for its robust build, balanced sound, and
versatility. Despite its age, it still powers live events, recording studios, and home theaters. However, its age also
means that many owners are unfamiliar with its intricacies. The Altec Lansing ACS495 manual provides:

¢ Precise wiring diagrams and connector details.

e Step by step instructions for safe installation and calibration.

» Troubleshooting tips for common issues.

e Maintenance schedules to keep the speakers in peak condition.

Without the manual, you risk mis installing the unit, causing damage or sub optimal performance.

Getting Started: Where to Find the ACS495 Manual

Finding a manual for a legacy product can be challenging. Here are the most reliable ways to get the Altec
Lansing ACS495 manual:

1. Official Altec Lansing Website — The company’s support section often hosts PDFs for older models. Search
“ACS495 manual” in the product archive.

2. Audio Forums — Communities such as Head-Fi and Gearslutz frequently share scanned manuals.

3. Online Libraries — Sites like Scribd or PDF Drive host user uploaded versions.

4. eBay or Amazon — Physical copies or PDFs are often sold by hobbyists.

Once you locate a PDF, save it to your computer or cloud storage for easy reference.

Downloading the Manual: A Step by Step Process

Below is a quick guide to downloading the Altec Lansing ACS495 manual from a trusted source:

1. Navigate to the Altec Lansing support page. Use a search engine query like “Altec Lansing ACS495 manual
download.”

2. Select the PDF link. Ensure the file size matches typical manual dimensions (~1-2 /MB).

3. Click “Download.” If prompted, choose a folder or cloud location.

4. Open the file. Use a PDF reader to view the manual. If it opens in a browser, you can right click and choose
“Save As.

5. Bookmark the page. Keep the download link handy for future reference.



Once downloaded, you can print a hard copy for quick reference on the floor or keep the digital version for
on screen guidance.

Understanding the Manual’s Structure

The Altec Lansing ACS495 manualis organized into several key sections that mirror the speaker’'s functional
areas. Familiarizing yourself with this structure will save time when you need specific information.

e Section 1: Introduction & Specifications — Overview of the model, performance specs, and part numbers.

e Section 2: Wiring & Installation — Detailed diagrams for front/back wiring, speaker terminals, and mounting
instructions.

e Section 3: Audio Settings — Guidelines for equalization, crossover settings, and optimal placement.

¢ Section 4: Maintenance & Troubleshooting — Cleaning tips, component replacement, and common fault
diagnosis.

e Section 5: Safety & Warranty — Electrical safety, handling precautions, and warranty terms.

Each section contains illustrations and tables that help translate the textual instructions into visual cues.

Section 1: Introduction & Specifications

Here you'll find the technical backbone of the ACS495:
e Frequency Response: 75 /Hz — 5 /kHz (=3 /dB)
e Power Handling: 200 /W RMS, 400 /W peak

* Driver: 15 inch woofer, 1 inch tweeter
¢ Enclosure: 2.5 inch thick MDF with a 1.5 inch acoustic baffle

These specs set the stage for how you’ll configure the speakers for your environment.

Section 2: Wiring & Installation

Proper wiring is critical. The manual’s wiring diagram shows:
e Front Terminal Block: 2 pole, 10 /mm socket.
e Back Terminal Block: 2 pole, 10 /mm socket.

e Power Cable: 10 /AWG copper, 2 conductor.
e Connector Types: 1/4 3 TS for balanced line level connections.

Follow the step by step instructions to avoid cross connection or polarity reversal, which can degrade audio quality or
damage the drivers.

Section 3: Audio Settings

The ACS495 offers a built in crossover and equalizer. The manual explains how to:

¢ Set the mid range cutoff between 300 /Hz and 800 /Hz.
e Adjust the high frequency roll off to 10 /dB/octave.
e Use the volume potentiometer for fine tuning.

When calibrating, use a calibrated measurement microphone and software like Room EQ Wizardto  capture the
speaker’s response.

Section 4: Maintenance & Troubleshooting
Regular upkeep extends the life of the ACS495. The manual lists:

¢ Cleaning: Use a soft, dry cloth. Avoid solvents that can damage the speaker’s coating.



« Driver Inspection: Check for cracks or loose screws every six months.
* Power Cable Replacement: Replace if frayed or shows signs of wear.

Common troubleshooting steps include:
1. Verify wiring polarity.

2. Check for blown fuses in the amplifier.
3. Confirm the crossover settings match the room’s acoustics.

Follow the troubleshooting flowchart in the manual to systematically isolate the issue.

Section 5: Safety & Warranty

Safety precautions include:

* Never operate the speaker while the power cable is connected to an ungrounded outlet.
e Use only the recommended power supply (12 /V DC or 120 /V AC).
« Keep the speaker away from moisture and direct sunlight.

Warranty terms typically cover manufacturing defects for one year, with specific conditions for repairs or

replacements.

Using the Manual for Calibration

Calibration is where the ACS495 truly shines. The manual provides a detailed procedure for measuring and
adjusting the speaker’s response. Follow these steps:

1. Set up the measurement microphone: Place it at the listening position, 1.5 /m from the speaker.

2. Record a frequency sweep: Use software like REW or Audacity to generate a 20 /Hz—20 /kHz sweep.

3. Analyze the response: Look for peaks or dips in the frequency graph.

4. Adjust the crossover: If the mid range is too hot, raise the cutoff frequency. If the highs are weak, lower the
roll off.

5. Re measure: Confirm that the response is flat within +£3 /dB across the audible spectrum.

Document the final settings in a logbook for future reference.

Advanced Features Explained
While the ACS495 is a straightforward speaker, the manual highlights several advanced features that can be
leveraged for optimal performance:

e Built in Power Amplifier: The speaker includes a 200 /W amplifier that can be bypassed if you prefer an external
amp.

* Phase Inversion Switch: Allows you to flip the phase to correct for room acoustics.

¢ Signal to Noise Ratio: 95 /dB, ensuring clear audio even at low volumes.

Understanding these features helps you tailor the speaker to your specific needs.

Common Issues and How the Manual Helps

Here are the most frequently reported problems and how the manual provides solutions:

1. Bass Distortion

Solution: Check the crossover setting. The manual recommends a 300 Hz cutoff for standard room acoustics. If



distortion persists, inspect the woofer for physical damage.

2. No Sound from One Channel

Solution: Verify the wiring at the back terminal block. The manual’s wiring diagram shows the correct polarity. Also,
ensure the speaker’s internal fuse hasn’t blown.

3. Speaker Feedback or Hum

Solution: Check for ground loops. The manual advises using a balanced line level connection and ensuring the
amplifier shares a common ground with the power supply.

4. Overheating

Solution: Confirm that the speaker is not placed in a confined space. The manual’s safety section recommends at
least 30 /cm clearance around the speaker to allow airflow.

Maintenance Checklist: Keeping Your ACS495 in Top Shape

Regular maintenance is key to preserving audio quality. Here’s a quick checklist derived from the manual:

1. Monthly: Inspect the speaker enclosure for cracks.

2. Quarterly: Clean the drivers with a soft cloth.

3. Annually: Test the power supply and replace the fuse if necessary.

4. Every 5 Years: Have a professional technician perform a deep clean and inspect the internal wiring.

Adhering to this schedule ensures that your ACS495 remains reliable for decades.
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