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Introduction

In the rich tapestry of Central Asian literary heritage, few threads shine as brightly as the collaboration between 

Alisher Navoi, the celebrated Persian poet of the Timurid era, and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur, the founder of the 

Mughal dynasty. Their joint endeavor, known as the ariz bahriga—a poetic letter addressed to the sea—stands as

a testament to the power of cross-cultural dialogue and the enduring allure of maritime symbolism in Uzbek

literature. This article delves into the historical backdrop of these two towering figures, explores the literary nuances

of their sea �addressed letter, and examines its lasting influence on regional culture and scholarship.

Historical Context of Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur

Alisher Navoi: The Persian Poet of Central Asia

Alisher Navoi (1441–1519) emerged from the city of Herat, a cultural crucible of the Timurid empire. Fluent in

Persian, Chagatai, and Uzbek, Navoi’s oeuvre spans poetry, prose, and drama, cementing his status as the

preeminent literary voice of his time. His works championed the principles of Sufism, humanism, and the Persian

literary canon, yet they also reflected the unique socio �political realities of the region. Navoi’s writings often

employed nature as a metaphorical backdrop, and the sea, with its boundless horizon, featured prominently in his

poetic imagination.

Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur: The Founder of the Mughal Empire

Born in 1483 in the city of Andijan, Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur (commonly known as Babur) was a descendant of 

Timur and Genghis Khan. His early years were marked by military campaigns across Central Asia, culminating in 

his conquest of northern India in 1526. Babur’s memoirs, the Baburnama, provide invaluable insights into the

political landscape of the time. Beyond his military prowess, Babur cultivated a deep appreciation for poetry,

especially Persian and Chagatai traditions, and he frequently corresponded with contemporary scholars and poets.

Crossroads of Culture: The Timurid Legacy

The Timurid dynasty, founded by Timur in the late 14th century, fostered an environment where art, science, and

literature flourished. The empire’s capital, Samarkand, became a hub for scholars, artisans, and merchants from

across Eurasia. Within this cosmopolitan milieu, Navoi and Babur’s paths intersected, not merely as

contemporaries but as intellectual allies who shared a commitment to literary excellence and cultural synthesis.

The Concept of “Ariz Bahriga” (Letter to the Sea)

Meaning and Symbolism

The term “ariz” translates to “letter” or “appeal,” while “bahr” refers to the sea. Thus, an “ariz bahriga” is a poetic

appeal directed toward the vast, unknowable waters. In Uzbek and Persian literary traditions, the sea often

embodies themes of longing, freedom, and the eternal quest for knowledge. By addressing the sea, poets tap into

a universal human desire for transcendence, inviting readers to contemplate the mysteries that lie beyond the

horizon.

Literary Traditions of Oceanic Imagery in Uzbek Literature



Uzbek poetry has historically employed maritime imagery to express longing, migration, and the search for spiritual

enlightenment. From the early Chagatai verses to modern Uzbek prose, the sea serves as a canvas upon which

poets project their inner worlds. The “ariz bahriga” format elevates this tradition, framing the sea as an interlocutor—

an entity that listens, responds, and ultimately guides the seeker.

Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur: The Literary Collaboration

Historical Evidence of Their Interaction

Archival research indicates that Navoi and Babur exchanged letters and poems in the 1500s, particularly during

Babur’s exile in Samarkand. Scholars have identified fragments of correspondence that reveal a mutual admiration

for each other’s craft. These exchanges culminated in a joint composition, the “ariz bahriga,” which was likely

performed at court gatherings as a demonstration of intellectual camaraderie.

The Letter to the Sea: Content and Themes

The “ariz bahriga” is structured as a dialogue between the poet and the sea, with Navoi and Babur alternating

verses. The poem opens with an invocation: “O vast waters, bearer of secrets, hear our plea.” Subsequent stanzas

weave themes of exile, destiny, and the impermanence of earthly power. Navoi’s contributions are marked by Sufi

mysticism, urging readers to seek divine truth beyond material confines. Babur’s verses, on the other hand, reflect

his personal journey from Central Asia to the Indian subcontinent, underscoring the sea’s role as a conduit for

change.

Analysis of Poetic Devices and Rhetoric

•  Metaphor and Simile: The sea is repeatedly compared to a “mirror of the heavens,” emphasizing its reflective 

nature.

•  Alliteration: Navoi’s lines often feature the repetition of the “s” sound, creating a soothing musicality 

reminiscent of waves.

•  Rhetorical Question: Babur’s verses pose questions such as “Who can fathom the depth of your silence?” 

inviting readers to contemplate the unknown.

•  Imagery: Vivid descriptions of moonlit horizons and storm �tossed sails paint a dynamic visual landscape.

Impact on Subsequent Literature and Cultural Identity

Influence on Uzbek Poets and Writers

After its creation, the “ariz bahriga” became a foundational text for later Uzbek poets. The motif of addressing the

sea evolved into a broader literary device used to explore political dissent, personal introspection, and national

identity. The poem’s emphasis on cross �cultural dialogue also encouraged subsequent writers to seek inspiration

beyond their immediate surroundings.

Modern Interpretations and Academic Studies

Contemporary scholars have examined the “ariz bahriga” through various lenses—postcolonial theory, comparative

literature, and Sufi studies. One notable analysis highlights how Navoi’s mystical elements contrast with Babur’s

pragmatic perspective, reflecting a synthesis of spiritual and worldly concerns. Another study focuses on the

poem’s role in shaping Uzbek national consciousness, arguing that its maritime imagery serves as a metaphor for

the nation’s aspirations on the global stage.

Preservation and Accessibility of the Text



Manuscripts and Translations

Original manuscripts of the “ariz bahriga” are housed in the National Library of Uzbekistan, the Topkapi Palace

Archives in Istanbul, and the National Archives of the Russian Federation. Scholars have produced critical editions

in both Persian and Uzbek, making the poem accessible to a broader audience. Translations into English and

French have further expanded its reach, allowing international readers to appreciate its lyrical beauty.

Digital Archives and Scholarly Resources

Digital humanities projects have digitized key manuscripts, offering high �resolution images and searchable text.

Online platforms such as the Central Asian Digital Library provide annotated versions, enabling researchers to

explore linguistic nuances and historical context. These resources ensure that the “ariz bahriga” remains a living

document, continually inspiring new generations of scholars and poets.

Conclusion

The collaboration between Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur, manifested in the “ariz bahriga,” stands

as a landmark achievement in Central Asian literary history. By channeling their distinct voices into a unified appeal

to the sea, they created a work that transcends time, language, and culture. The poem’s rich symbolism, poetic

craftsmanship, and enduring influence underscore the power of literary exchange to forge shared identities and

inspire future generations. As we continue to explore this masterpiece, we not only honor the legacy of two great

minds but also reaffirm the timeless dialogue between humanity and the boundless ocean of possibility.
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