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Introduction

In the crowded landscape of contemporary young �adult romance, few books have captured the imaginations of 

millions of readers as powerfully as Anna Todd’s After We Collided. Released in 2016, this second installment in 

the wildly popular After series takes the tumultuous love story between Tessa Young and Hardin Scott from a 

tentative, almost hesitant connection to a raw, explosive relationship that pushes both characters to their limits. For 

fans of steamy romance and complex character arcs, After We Collidedoffers a compelling blend of heart �breaking

moments, intense passion, and the relentless pursuit of self �discovery. This article dives deep into the book’s plot,

its richly drawn characters, the themes that resonate with readers, and the cultural impact that has helped the novel

become a staple in the modern YA genre.

About Anna Todd and the After Series

Anna Todd, born in 1992, first gained notoriety on the now �defunct fan �fiction platform Wattpad, where she published 

a series of romance stories that quickly amassed millions of readers. Her breakthrough came with the first book in 

the After saga, After, which chronicles the meeting of the shy, academically focused Tessa Young and the

enigmatic, rebellious Hardin Scott. The story’s raw emotional honesty and the chemistry between the protagonists

struck a chord with a generation of readers seeking relatable, yet larger �than �life narratives.

Building on that success, Todd released After We Collided in 2016, followed by After We Fell (2017) and After 

Ever Happy(2018). The series chronicles Tessa’s evolution from a sheltered college freshman to a woman who

learns to confront her past, make difficult choices, and ultimately define her own future. Todd’s writing style—

characterized by vivid dialogue, an intimate first �person perspective, and a willingness to explore taboo topics—has

earned her a dedicated fan base and significant controversy alike.

Beyond the books, Todd’s work has been adapted into a film series, with the first movie, After, released in 2019.

The film’s success further cemented the series’ place in popular culture and introduced the story to a broader

audience.

Plot Summary of After We Collided

At the start of After We Collided, Tessa Young is already entangled in a complicated relationship with Hardin

Scott. Their love is a rollercoaster of passion, betrayal, and emotional turmoil. The novel picks up where the first

book left off, with Tessa still grappling with the fallout from their intense, yet unstable, connection.

In the opening chapters, Hardin’s family faces a crisis that forces him to confront his responsibilities and the

expectations placed upon him. Tessa, meanwhile, is thrust into the spotlight of campus life, dealing with new

friendships, academic pressure, and the lingering fear of being abandoned by Hardin again. The tension between

them escalates as Hardin’s past catches up with him, and Tessa’s desire for stability clashes with Hardin’s

rebellious nature.

The narrative is driven by a series of pivotal moments: a heated argument that leads Hardin to leave Tessa, a

confrontation with a new love interest, and a series of emotional revelations that force both characters to reevaluate



their priorities. As the story unfolds, Tessa’s inner strength is tested when she must decide whether to stay in a

toxic relationship or pursue her own path to healing.

Ultimately, After We Collided is a story about the collision of two hearts—each with its own scars, desires, and

dreams. The novel examines how love can be both a source of liberation and a catalyst for personal growth, all

while maintaining the series’ signature blend of romance and emotional intensity.

Key Characters and Their Development

•  Tessa Young – The protagonist whose journey from a sheltered, rule �bound teenager to a self �aware, 

independent woman drives the narrative. Tessa’s growth is marked by her willingness to confront her fears, stand 

up for herself, and ultimately choose her own destiny.

•  Hardin Scott – A complex anti �hero with a troubled past. Hardin’s internal conflict between his desire for 

freedom and his need for control creates tension and fuels the story’s emotional stakes.

•  Rory – Hardin’s best friend, who provides both comic relief and a grounding presence. Rory’s loyalty to Hardin 

is tested as the story progresses.

•  Leigh – A new love interest for Hardin, whose presence challenges Tessa’s sense of security and forces her 

to confront the reality of her relationship with Hardin.

•  Shannon – Tessa’s best friend, who serves as her emotional anchor and offers perspective on the challenges 

she faces.

Character Arcs and Growth

Tessa’s arc is one of the most compelling elements of After We Collided. Initially portrayed as a compliant,

academically focused student, Tessa gradually learns to assert herself in both personal and academic spheres.

She confronts her past traumas and learns to trust her own judgment, which ultimately leads her to make difficult

but necessary decisions about her future.

Hardin’s development is equally nuanced. While he remains the brooding, rebellious figure, he is forced to confront

the consequences of his actions and the emotional damage he has inflicted on Tessa. The tension between his

desire for independence and his longing for love creates a dynamic that keeps readers invested in his journey.

Major Themes and Motifs

While After We Collided is unmistakably a romance novel, its depth lies in the exploration of several key themes:

•  Identity and Self �Discovery – Both Tessa and Hardin grapple with understanding who they are beyond the 

expectations of others. Their journey toward self �knowledge is central to the narrative.

•  Love Versus Control – The novel examines how love can be both empowering and suffocating. The 

characters’ struggles with control and autonomy highlight the delicate balance required in healthy relationships.

•  Forgiveness and Redemption – Tessa’s willingness to forgive Hardin, and Hardin’s quest for redemption, 

underscore the transformative power of empathy.

•  Resilience in the Face of Adversity – The characters’ ability to endure and grow in the face of personal 

setbacks is a recurring motif that resonates with readers who face similar challenges.

These themes are woven throughout the narrative, providing a richer reading experience that extends beyond the

surface-level romance.

Critical Reception and Reader Response

Upon its release, After We Collidedreceived mixed reviews from critics but was a commercial triumph. Many



readers praised the book’s raw emotional honesty and the depth of its characters. The first-person perspective

allowed readers to feel intimately connected to Tessa’s thoughts and emotions, which contributed significantly to

the book’s popularity.

Conversely, some reviewers criticized the novel for its portrayal of toxic relationships and the lack of realistic conflict

resolution. Critics argued that the narrative sometimes glorified unhealthy dynamics, potentially sending misleading

messages to younger audiences.

Despite the criticisms, the book’s impact on its fan base is undeniable. The series has cultivated a dedicated

community of readers who actively engage in discussions about the characters’ choices, the moral implications of

their actions, and the broader social themes embedded within the story.

Adaptation into Film: The After Movie

In 2019, the film adaptation of the first book in the series, After, was released, followed by After We Collidedas a

sequel in 2021. The cinematic rendition of the novel’s second installment brought the intense emotions of the book

to life, with the film’s director and actors striving to capture the authenticity of the source material.

The movie adaptation received a mixed response from fans. While many appreciated the visual portrayal of the

characters and the chemistry between the leads, others felt that certain plot points were altered or omitted, which

altered the original story’s emotional impact. Nonetheless, the film’s release expanded the audience for the series,

drawing in new readers and viewers.

The adaptation also sparked conversations about the portrayal of young adult romance in media, particularly

regarding the balance between romantic drama and realistic relationship dynamics.

Why After We Collided Resonates with Readers

There are several reasons why After We Collided has become a cultural touchstone for many:

1.  Authentic Voice – The first-person narrative offers a raw, unfiltered glimpse into Tessa’s thoughts, creating an 

immediate emotional connection.

2.  Relatable Conflict – The emotional rollercoaster that Tessa and Hardin experience mirrors real-life 

relationship struggles, making the story highly relatable.

3.  Empowerment Themes – Tessa’s journey toward self �assertion resonates with readers who are navigating 

their own paths to independence.

4.  Community Engagement – The series has cultivated an online community where readers discuss character 

arcs, moral dilemmas, and personal growth, creating a sense of belonging.

5.  Accessibility – The book’s availability on multiple platforms, including e �books and audiobooks, makes it 

accessible to a wide audience.

These factors combine to create a story that not only entertains but also encourages introspection and discussion

among readers of all ages.

Conclusion

Anna Todd’s After We Collided stands as a testament to the enduring appeal of contemporary young �adult 

romance. Through its passionate narrative, complex characters, and exploration of universal themes, the book 

invites readers to confront their own emotional landscapes and consider the transformative power of love and 

self �discovery. While the novel has sparked debate regarding its portrayal of relationships, its impact on readers and 



its role in shaping modern YA literature remain undeniable. Whether you’re revisiting the story or discovering it for 

the first time, After We Collidedoffers a compelling, heart �felt journey that continues to resonate with audiences

worldwide.
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