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Introduction

In the evolving landscape of academic conferences, certain events stand out not only for their scholarly

contributions but also for the vibrant communities they nurture. One such event that captured the attention of

researchers, educators, and industry professionals alike was the AFEC �D conference held on 31 October 2017.

This gathering, which brought together minds from across the globe, served as a catalyst for interdisciplinary

dialogue, innovative research dissemination, and the forging of lasting collaborations. In this article, we explore the

significance of the AFEC �D 31 October 2017 event, delving into its background, key sessions, influential speakers,

and the lasting impact it has had on the academic community.

Background of AFEC �D

The Association for the Advancement of Future Engineering Disciplines (AFEC �D) has long been recognized as a

pivotal platform for fostering interdisciplinary research and innovation. Established in the early 2000s, the

organization’s mission has centered on bridging gaps between engineering, computer science, biology, and social

sciences to address complex global challenges. Over the years, AFEC �D has hosted annual conferences that attract

scholars, industry leaders, and policy makers, offering a forum where theoretical insights meet practical

applications.

By 2017, the conference had grown into a multi �disciplinary showcase, featuring keynote addresses, panel

discussions, poster sessions, and hands �on workshops. The 31 October 2017 session, in particular, was earmarked

as a milestone event, highlighting emerging technologies, data �driven methodologies, and sustainable solutions. It

was this convergence of ideas that made the 2017 gathering a landmark in the conference’s history.

The 2017 Conference: Key Dates and Themes

Schedule Overview

The AFEC �D 2017 conference spanned three days, with the highlight session on 31 October. The schedule was

meticulously designed to balance depth and breadth:

•  Day 1 (29 Oct) – Opening keynote, industry panel, and workshops on machine learning.

•  Day 2 (30 Oct) – Technical paper presentations, poster sessions, and a networking mixer.

•  Day 3 (31 Oct) – The flagship session featuring breakthrough research, round �table discussions, and awards 

ceremony.

Each day culminated in a “Lightning Talks” segment, encouraging concise yet impactful presentations.

Core Themes of 31 October 2017

The 31 October session was structured around four central themes:

1.  Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning – Exploring new algorithms for pattern recognition and decision 

support.

2.  Bio �Engineering & Synthetic Biology – Discussing the ethical and technical aspects of genome editing.

3.  Environmental Sustainability – Focusing on renewable energy, carbon capture, and green infrastructure.



4.  Human �Computer Interaction – Addressing accessibility, user experience, and immersive technologies.

These themes reflected the conference’s commitment to interdisciplinary research and the pressing needs of

society.

Highlights of the 31 October 2017 Session

Keynote Addresses

The keynote session opened with a talk by Dr. Elena Morales, a leading figure in AI ethics. Her presentation, titled

“Ethical Frameworks for Autonomous Systems,” highlighted the need for transparent algorithms and inclusive

governance. The audience engaged in a robust Q&A, with discussions ranging from algorithmic bias to regulatory

frameworks.

Following Dr. Morales, Professor James Kwan presented on “Synthetic Biology: From Lab to Landscape.” He

showcased case studies where engineered microbes were used to remediate polluted sites, illustrating the

potential for large �scale environmental impact.

Panel Discussions

One of the most anticipated moments was the panel on “Sustainability in Engineering.” Panelists included

representatives from academia, government, and the private sector. Topics ranged from carbon �neutral design

principles to the role of policy in accelerating green technologies.

Another panel, “Human �Computer Interaction for Inclusive Design,” brought together UX researchers, accessibility

advocates, and technologists. The discussion underscored the importance of designing for diverse user

populations, especially in the era of ubiquitous computing.

Poster Sessions and Lightning Talks

Poster presentations were organized into thematic tracks, allowing attendees to explore specific interests in depth.

The most popular posters focused on reinforcement learning applications in autonomous vehicles and on novel

biodegradable materials for packaging.

The Lightning Talks segment was a highlight, with 30 presenters delivering 5 �minute summaries of their latest

research. Topics ranged from quantum computing to urban resilience, offering a snapshot of cutting �edge ideas.

Notable Speakers and Presentations

Dr. Elena Morales – AI Ethics

Dr. Morales, a professor at the Institute for Artificial Intelligence, is renowned for her work on algorithmic fairness.

Her presentation at AFEC �D 31 October 2017 emphasized the intersection of technology and ethics, urging

researchers to embed accountability from the design stage.

Professor James Kwan – Synthetic Biology

Professor Kwan, a pioneer in genome engineering, showcased projects that utilized CRISPR technology to develop

bacteria capable of breaking down plastic waste. His talk highlighted both the promise and the regulatory

challenges of deploying such solutions at scale.

Dr. Aisha Rahman – Renewable Energy Systems

Dr. Rahman presented a comprehensive study on micro �grids powered by solar and wind energy. She demonstrated

how community �based micro �grids can enhance energy resilience in rural areas, providing a scalable model for



developing regions.

Ms. Li Wei – Human �Computer Interaction

Ms. Wei, a senior UX researcher, explored the role of haptic feedback in virtual reality. Her research indicated that

tactile cues significantly improve user immersion and task performance in VR training environments.

Impact on Research and Academia

Cross �Disciplinary Collaboration

AFEC �D 31 October 2017 served as a fertile ground for cross �disciplinary collaboration. Researchers from computer

science and biology joined forces to develop machine learning models that predict protein folding. Such

collaborations accelerated the pace of discovery and opened new research avenues.

Funding Opportunities

Several funding agencies announced grants during the conference. The National Science Foundation (NSF)

highlighted a new call for interdisciplinary projects that incorporate AI and environmental science. The European

Union’s Horizon Europe program also showcased a funding opportunity for sustainable technology research.

Educational Outreach

The conference hosted a series of workshops aimed at graduate students and early �career researchers. Topics

included grant writing, scientific communication, and ethical research practices. These workshops equipped

participants with essential skills for their academic and professional journeys.

Networking Opportunities and Collaborations

Industry �Academic Partnerships

Industry representatives from companies such as Tesla, IBM, and BioGen attended the conference, engaging in

dialogues with academic researchers. These interactions led to joint research proposals, internships, and

technology transfer agreements.

Student Exchange Programs

AFEC �D 31 October 2017 facilitated a student exchange program, allowing participants to visit partner institutions

across Europe, Asia, and North America. These exchanges fostered cultural understanding and academic

collaboration.

Community Building Events

Beyond formal sessions, the conference organized social events, including a hackathon and a poster �poster

competition. These activities encouraged informal interactions, sparking collaborations that extended beyond the

conference dates.

Publications and Proceedings from AFEC �D 2017

Conference Proceedings

The official proceedings of AFEC �D 31 October 2017 were published by the Association for the Advancement of

Future Engineering Disciplines. The volume includes 120 peer �reviewed papers covering a wide range of topics,

from AI ethics to sustainable engineering.

Special Issue in the Journal of Emerging Technologies



In collaboration with the Journal of Emerging Technologies, AFEC �D 31 October 2017 featured a special issue. The

issue comprised select papers that had received the highest citations during the conference. The papers were

praised for their innovative methodologies and real �world applicability.

Open �Access Repository

To promote wider dissemination, the conference made all presentations, posters, and supplementary materials

available through an open �access repository. This initiative ensured that researchers worldwide could access

cutting �edge findings without paywalls.

Lessons Learned and Future Directions

Emphasizing Interdisciplinary Dialogue

One key takeaway from the 31 October 2017 session was the importance of fostering interdisciplinary dialogue.

The conference demonstrated that breakthroughs often occur at the intersection of distinct fields. Future

conferences can build on this by creating more integrated tracks and collaborative projects.

Strengthening Ethical Considerations

The AI ethics keynote underscored the necessity of embedding ethical considerations into research from the

outset. AFEC �D plans to incorporate mandatory ethics workshops in future iterations, ensuring that researchers are

equipped to navigate complex moral landscapes.

Expanding Global Participation

While the 2017 conference attracted participants from over 40 countries, there remains room for increased

diversity, especially from underrepresented regions. The association is exploring virtual participation options to

broaden access and reduce travel barriers.

Conclusion
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